2 
— 
. 
#4 
x 
. 


. 1 W 
r % % 


9 3 
dhe 0 be falſe and erreneuus. 


n 


e 


a” 
— 


* 


| RW 3 Demonſtratiye Proof of the Divine En 
8 - Right of EriscorAcv, from the 


e Scriptures, (More Mathematico "i " 


1. The Neceflity of a LI TU RON, „or. 
Ket Form, for the pub E ͤ 


— 
8 
K 


| > Almighty N 8 
1 W's A Review of the peculiar Tenets ad if 


oy 


Do ctrines of the Dis8znTERs, ſhewing 5 


* 


5 TRINITY is 5 
DES ) 5 9 | : f 0 4 

; | | f 1 2 = * — =: — + | 

By a Friend to the Diss NT ERS, Rec- Pup. + 


* S, Dei wocantur li, qui pacem faciunt ; procul dubid Satan — 
u filii, qui pacem confundunt. - Aud, in Paſt, 3 


r rn — — ira feras. 3 wt 5 | 


for the Aurnon, and 4 80d b 
in St. Paul's Church - Tard. 


; 
* 
* 
— 
bj 1 00 
#8 
<> 
—— — — — — — — — — — 2 2 * ** 
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moſt of you are Men of good 


nſe, and good Underſtanding, an 7 
many of you, Men of good 2 


ing; and alſo that you have fuc 


modeſt Opinion 0 yourſelves,” 4 7 


not to think, that you are infallible, 


taken, that better Information may 
be given to you, and that you are 
ſincerely defirous to embrace the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus, whenever 
the ſame is made known to 2 2 
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Will find it y 
Heneſit and 
1 az” Concernments; . becauſe 1 


ons Conſideration, 
Warrantad from the Word of God, 
right Reaſon, and Experience. So, 
bumbly baſes Almigh ghty God, 


© Hans, 10 give his Bleſſing to theſe 


4 DEDLCATI 0 N. 


And my having ſuch good n 3 
of you, has encourage me to ſend 


this Treatiſe abroad, that you may - 


| ſee, and peruſe it: And if you 


pleaſe to _ peruſe it without any 
Prejudice or Partiality, and with 
Attention ſuitable to the Subject, 
I make no N but that ' you 
much for your 
dyantage, in your 


offered nothing to your ſeri- 


but what is well | 


who — ſo ſtrictly enjoined Lone, 
Unity, and U 1 5 3 Chriſ- 


my Endeavours for 

good Purpaſes; 1 

* 1 Ap fncerely, 7 1 
| MN TLEMEN, 

0 u aſſured Friend, 

5 3 8 L. 


ing theſe 
all only * 
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A Collection a 15 Sl 4 Hob 


' Scripture, on which this PRO OE 


is grounded; together with a 


juſt Explication of the neceſſary 


* N and moſt probable A 


Meaning of the fame Texts.” 
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| Texts ſewing 1 was the Gt 
ment of the Church wnder the OM 


of Moles. 


High Prieſt, upon whoſe Head the 
anointing Oil was poured, and that is 


and ver. 12. that the Crown of the anoint- 
ing Oil of his God is upon him; and 


B 9 "Brod, 


From the Holy . A 


N Levit. xxi. 10. we find cli was an 


conſecrated to put on the Garments, 


—— - The CURE | 5 
Exod. xl. 13. he was to i to God 
in that High Prieſt's Office; from which 
it Appeats, cliat he was en [Ecolkefiaftical 
Officer, and he was ſuperior to the other 
Officers; firſt, as to the Prieſts, | becauſe 
1 Sam. Zi. I Eh, who was then the High 
Prieſt, was e Plak and puniſhed, becauſe 
the Prieſts, bis Sons, were not reſtrained 
by him, when they made themſelves vile; 
which plainly Meals: that he had Power 
and juriſdiction over the Prieſts; and like- 
wiſe over the Levites, becauſe, Numb. iii. 
6, 7,9 . it is ſaid, that the Levites were to 
de 0 to Aaron the High Prieſt, 
that they might miniſter unto him, and 
ſhould keep his Charge, and that they were 
wholly given unto him: So then here was 
a firft Order of Ecclefiaftical Officers, 
which was ſuperiar'to the others in Juriſ- 
diction, though not in Ordination: And 
there were alſo a ſecond Order of ſuch Offi- 
ers, which are called vnly Prieſts, becauſe 
in Levit. xxi. I and 6. it is Aid. that the Lord 
aid unto Moſes, Speak unto the Priefts, the 
Sons of Aaron, and ſay unto them--<--T, bey 
Hall be holy: unto their God, for the Offerings 
of the Lord made by Fire, and the Bread 
F their God they 2 offer; ſo then here 


was a ſecond Order of Eccleſiaſtical Of- 
cers: And the Levites were a third Order 
s of . e. becauſe, Numb. ii i, 6, 7. 
| he 1 : chey 


Se 3 


this: were appointed to miniſter to Aaron 
who: was the © High Prieſt, and to keep his 
Charge, and the Charge of the whole Con- 
gregation before the Tabernacle of the 
Congregation, to do. the Ser vice - of the 
Tabernacle. _ 
From all which Texrs of Holy Striwwien 
it plainly appears, that this is an evident 
Truth, viz. That an Hierarchy of three 
diſtin Orders of Eeclefiaſtical Officers, of 
which the firſt was ſuperior to the other 
two as to Juriſdiction, was appointed by 
God in his Church, under the Law of 
_— which ſhall be a firſt Axiom. 


Taxts 2 what was 1 a 
ment of the Church, while Clog 


| Was on Earth. 
v the v, vi, and 1 „0 Chapters of Be. 
Matthew, and many other Texts, it 
appears, that Chriſt preached the Goſpel 
fully and effectually; and by Mat. xxvi. 
26, 27, 28. that he inſtituted and admini- 
ſtred the Holy Sacrament of his Supper; 
and by Jobn iv. 1, 2. that he adminiſtred 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm by the Hands 
of his Diſciples; ſo that he acted the Part, 
and conſequently was an Eccleſiaſtical Offi- 
85 ; and by Mat. x. and Luke x. it ap- 

B 2 pears, 


* „aon 
pears, that he had the Power: of Ordina- 
tion, - becauſe it is there ſaid, that he or- 
dained the twelve Apoſtles, and afterwards 

other Seventy allo : And moreover it a 

pears, that he had Power of Juriſdiction 

over theſe, becauſe he, did cenſure them 
when he ſaw Occaſion, as he did unto 

Zebedee's Sons, both when they ſought the 

Place at his Right and Left Hand, Mar. 
xx. 22. and when they deſired Leave to 
bring Fire from Heaven to conſume ſome 
uncivil Samaritans, Luke ix. 54, 55. He 

cenſured St. Peter alſo, when he ſpake a- 

gainſt his Suffering, Mat. xvi. 22, 23. From 

all which Texts it appears, that Chriſt 
ated the Part of, and conſequently was, 
the ſuperior Eccleſiaſtical Officer of his 

Church while he was on Earth; who had 

the Power of Ordination and Juriſdi&ion 

over ſuch Officers; and this may be the 
rather believed of him while in' his State 
of Humiliation, ſince St. Peter aſſures us, 
that tho' he is now in his State of Exal- 
tation and Glory, yet he is ſtill the Chief 

Sbepherd of bis Church, 1 Pet. v. 4. and 

the Shepherd and Biſhop of good Mens Souls, 

1 Pet. ii. 25. And as Chriſt was thus the 

firſt and ſuperior Eccleſiaſtical Officer of his 

Church, while he was upon Earth; ſo like- 

wiſe there was a ſecond Order of ſuch Of- 

ficers in his Church at the ſame Time, 
| VIZ. 
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viz. the twelve Apoſtles ; for he ſent them 
forth to preach the Kingdom of God, and 
to heal the Sick, and gave them Power 
and Authority over all Devils, and to cure 
Diſeaſes ; and accordingly they departed, 
and went through the Towns, preaching 
the Goſpel, and healing every where, Luke 
ix. 1, a, and 6. From which it appears, 
that the twelve Apoſtles were Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Officers, but of a ſecond Order inferior 
to Chriſt, the firſt. Moreover it appears, 
that there was a third Order of ſuch Of- 
ficers at the ſame Time in Chriſt's Church, 
becauſe, Luke x. I. it is ſaid, the Lord ap- 
eee, other Seventy alſo, and ſent them 
o preach the Goſpel, ver. 16. and to heal 
the Sick, ver. . which ſhows them to have 
been Eecleſiaſtical Officers, yet they are 
not called Apoſtles, but other Seventy, 
which ſhows them to be a diſtinct Order 
from that of the Apoſtles. From all which 
Texts of Scripture, this appears to be an 
evident Truth, viz. That while Chriſt was 
upon Earth, there was in his Church, an 
Hierarchy (i. e. an Holy Regimen) of three 
diſtinct Orders of Eccleſiaſtical, or Church 
Officers, of which the firſt was ſuperior. to 
the other two, as to Ordination and Juriſ- 
diction; and this ſhall be a ſecond Axiom. 
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ment of the Church of _ 


been ofier Chrift's IO. 5 


5 Y Met. xxviii. 19, 20. Mart xvi. 1g. a 
and Fohn xx. 23. it appears, that 
Chriſt, after his Reſurrection, and before his 
Aſcenſion, did appoint the twelve Apoſtles, 
to be of the firſt and ſuperior Order of 
Church Officers in his Church; by com- 
manding them to go into all the World to 
en the Goſpel; to make Diſciples of 
all Nations, baptizing them, and teaching 
them to obſerve all Things whatſoever he 
had commanded chem, _ by giving them 
Power to remit and retain Sins; and by 
Ppromiſing' them ſtill more Power after that 
the Holy Ghoſt was come upon them, 
which happened in a few Days after, as 
we read in Acts i. 8. and ii. 4. And ac- 
cordingly the Apoſtles began to exerciſe 
the Power that was given them, by preach- 
ing the Goſpel moſt effectually, and con- 
verting many thouſands; by ordaining the 
even Deacons; and exercifing Diſcipline 
In the Matter of Ananias and Sappbira, 
and as to the Diſtribution of Alms given 
to the poor Saints; as appears from the 
ah, wy v, and vi i Chap. of che Acts, So then, 
| the 
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of SCH ISM. 5 
the» Apoſtles being the : firſt and ſuperior 
. of Church Officers in the Church 
of Feruſalem, after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, the 
othes' Seventy, who were Church Officers 
before, did of Courſe become the ſecond 
Oider: And \alcho” ſome have aſſirmed, 
with morę Aſſurance than Trutb, that the 
Seventy were only temporal Officers ſent 
forth to preach for one Turn only; yet 
there are two or three Things, which, if 
well conſidered, will prove the contrary : 
For firſt, when. Chriſt ſent them forth to 
_ preach, he gave them almoſt the ſame 
Commiſſion as he gave at firſt to his twelve 
Apoſtles, as appears by comparing toge- 
* tenth Chapters of Matthew and of 
Take; and when the Seventy return'd to 
him with Joy, he ſaid unto them, Bebold, 
gie yon Power to tread on Serpents and 
Scorpions, amd over all the Power of the E- 
nemy, and not bing ſhall by any Means hurt 
you; Luke k. 17, 18, 19. Now if he had 
been minded to diſcharge them, to what 
Purpoſe; ſhould he have given them more 
: Lal or ſuch Promiſe of Safety? Since 
' therefore he did give them more Power, 
and ſuch large Promiſe of Safety; ſo great 


Encouragement did plainly ſhow, that he 
willed and required them, to go on and 
proceed, in the Exerciſe of the Office where- 


to he had appointed them. Another Thing 
B 4 | _ that 
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that proves the Seventy to have been con- 
tinued in their Office, was this; when Pe- 
ter ſhowed that it was needful to chuſe 
another Apoſtle in the Room of Judas the 
Traitor, he propoſed, that it ſhould be 
one of theſe Men, who had companied 
with the Apoſtles, all the Time that the 
Lord Jeſus went in and out among them, 
Aci i. 2 1, 22. Now who can be imagined 
ſo likely as the Seventy; to have companied 
with the Apoſtles all that Time? They 
were certainly well inſtructed in his Doc- 
4 mid, or he had never ſent them out to 
each it; and how could they know his 
Doctrine, unleſs they had followed him 
with the Apoſtles. and heard what he 
taught ? Beſides, it is not likely that two 
Laymen ſhould be ſet up Candidates for 
an "Apoſtleſhip ; and if the two Candidates 
were Church Officers in holy Orders, they 
muſt have been of the Seventy, becauſe 
there were no other then on Earth, that 
could belong to the Chriſtian Church; but 
only the Apoſtles and the Seventy; this 
therefore makes it evident, that the Seventy 
were ſtill in Being, and were the very Per- 
ſons that Peter meant, by theſe Men who 
companied with us, all the Time that the 
Lord Jeſus went in and out among us. A 
third Thing that ſhows the Seventy to have 
1 n Rill 3 in was: _ 3 "When St. Peter 


{1 | had 


- - 
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zd preached a Sermon immedia cely after the 
" Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles 


and others, it is Gig, Als ii, 4 1. Then they 


that gladly received his Word, were baptized, 


and the ſame Da 4 there were added” "unto 
F4 


| them about three thouſand Souls.” But then, 


how could the twelve 7 peck inſtruct and 


baptize about three thouſand in the latter 
Part of one Day? They muſt, in that Caſe, 


jnſtruct and baptize above two hundred a- 


piece; and ſince they could not poſſibly do 
ſo in the latter Part of one Day, they 
muſt have gotten Aſſiſtance; and fince 
there were none other Chriſtian Church 
Officers, that could be then in Being, un- 
leſs they were the Seventy, who might aſ- 
ſiſt them, and ſo great an Affair was cer- 
tainly done in the latter Part of one Day, 
that makes it more than probable, that che 
Seventy were ſtill continued in their Of- 


fice, and did aſſiſt the Apoſtles on this 


great Occaſion; and that each of the 
eighty- two did inſtru and baptize about 
thirty-ſix Perſons, which muſt have kept 
them in full Employ the latter Part of one 
Day. And ſince it ſeems to be certain 
from the Premiſſes, that the Seventy were 
continued in their Office; then there were 
in the Church of Yeruſalem, three diſtinct 
Orders of Church Officers, viz. the twelve 


Apoſtles, the Seventy, and the ſeven Dea- 
ak cons. 
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cong. But then the Apoſtles having re- 
ceived ſuch Commands, as before · mention- 
end, for their going to preach and publiſh 
the Goſpel throughout the. World:; they 
BK that they muſt not make any long 
at:17eruſalem,,. and therefore thought 

7255 ne one of their own Number, 


: 10 be the firſt and ſuperior Officer of the 


Chriſtian. Church in Feruſalem ; and as it 
Teems, they made Choice of James, the 
Son of Alpheus,' who i is called the Brother 
of gur Lord, on account, as I ſuppoſe, of 
ſome near Relation which he iy to the 
Blefled, Virgin Mary; for Euſebius, in his 
Church -Hiſtory, tells us, that the faid 
1 Was eſtabliſhed. the firſt. Biſhop of 
Feruſalem, by the Apoſtles, ſoon — 
| Chriſt's Aſcenſion; and indeed the Scrip- 85 
tpres tell us, that there was ſo very great 
Keſpect paid to, this Fomes, by the moſt 
eminent Perſons. in the Chriſtian Church, 
as, does fufficiently confirm the Truth of 
„ of Hiſtory; for both St. Peter 
and: St. Faul, and the leading Men of the 
Church, and even Chriſt himſelf, did pay 
very great Reſpect to this Fames. St. Pe- 
ter, no ſooner than he was brought out of 
Priſon by an Angel, and had met with 
ſome Perſons to tell tbem what had hap- 


pened, but he charged them to go ſhew 


theſe unto Fa AGEs. Xii. 17. Again, 
when 
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11 
when be Wap en Antioch,” he did eat with 


the Gentile. Converts there, but when cer- - 


cain Perſons came from James, Peter with- 
drew; and tho St. Paul did not approve 
of his ſo doibg, vet it ſhowed that St. Peter 
had very great Regard to James, when 
the Fear of his Emiſſaries made him run 
the hazard of ſuch Prevarication, Gal. ii. 12. 
St. Paul again, when be went up to Feru- 
alem to ſee Peter, declares, that he ſaw no 
other of the Apoſtles chere, ſave James the 
Lord's Brother, Gal. i. 18, 19. And when 
he mentions the prime Apoſtles that ſcem'd 
to be Pillars, he puts James firſt, faying, 
James, Cephas, and Jahn, Gal. ii. g. And 
when St. Paul went up to Feruſalem laſt, 
when he was ſeized and impriſoned there, 
the very next Day after he came to the 
City, he went in with his Company to 
Fames, and declared particularly the Suc- 
ceſs of his Miniſtry among the Gentiles; 
and when James adviſed him to be puri- 
fied with ſome others, according to the 
Law of Moſes, in hopes thereby to prevent 
a Tumult among hs People, ſo rk ny was 
the Regard he had for him, that he ſub- 
mitted to St. James's Advice, though it 
was Contrary to his own Mind and Doc- 
trine, Ads xxi. 17 to 27. Again, when the 
Council of Feruſalem was aſſembled to de- 
termine the Contraventyy, whether or — 
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the biticring Gentiles ſhould ſubiic to She 
Law of Moſes! the Matter was much dif. 


pured, and ſeveral of the Apoſtles ſpake 


their Minds, without ending the Contro- 


verſy ; bu when James had once given 


His Benconice” ſo great was the Regard that 


had for him, that the whole Coun- 


PTY did ſubmit to his Sentence, altho' he 


ſeemed to encroach a little upon the Chriſ- 
tian Liberty of Gentiles, in reſtraining them 
from Blood, and from Things ſtrangled, 


when chey might have eaten of whatever 
was ſold in the Shambles, unleſs it was 


known to Have been offered to Idols: And 
to complete the great Reſpect ſhewn to 
Fames, Chriſt, our Bleſſed Lord, never ap- 
peared, after his Reſurrection, to any ſin- 


gle Perſon alone, but only two, and James 


was one of them, and Cepbas the other, 


1 Cor. xu. 5, 7. Now, what could be the 


Reaſon of ſo great Reſpect being ſhown to 


James? It is no where ſaid that he had 


any greater or better Qualifications or En- 
dowments, than the reſt of the Apoſtles; 
and therefore the Reaſon of ſo much Re- 


| mw ſhown'him, muſt be, the great Emi- 


nency of his Station, and his good Beha- 
viour therein; and what more eminent 
Station could there be, in that Infancy of 
the Chriſtian Church, than to be the firſt 
ma ſuperior Officer of. the Church of Fe- 
— 


4 


. 


a 80 HIS M. N I; 
ruſalem, which was certainly the true Mo- 
ther Church of all other Chriſtian Churches: 
So much Reſpect therefore being ſhown 
to St. Janes, and his being ſtill mentioned 
as Reſident at Jeruſalem, does ſufficiently 
confirm Euſebius's Account, of his being 
the ſuperior Officer of the Church of Je- 
ruſalem ſoon after Chriſt's Aſcenſion: And 
while the reſt. of the Apoſtles reſided at 
Feruſalem, the Church there ſeems to have 
been in much the ſame Caſe as the Church 
of London is, when the Biſhops of England 
are aſſembled there in the Convocation, or - 
Parliament; the Church of London has its 
proper Officers, viz. its Biſhop, Prieſts, and 
Deacons; tho' at the ſame 5 the ſu- 
perior Officers of ſeveral other Churches 
are reſident there for the preſent, in order 
to conſult of ſuch Affairs as may be for 
the Welfare of the National Church in 
general; and ſo in like Manner, the Church 
of Feruſalem had at that Time its proper 
Officers, vi. St. Fames, the Seventy, and 
the ſeven Deacons ; altho' then the reſt 
of the Apoſtles reſided there for ſome 
Time, in order to conſult of ſuch' Affairs 
as might be for the Welfare of the Catho- 
lick Church in general. Sq then the ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence, and moſt probable 
Meaning of the ſeveral Texts of Holy 
Seripture now mentioned, do ſhow this to 
hs be 


| * an dd; Dinh. ai; That 7700 the 


. Chriſtian Church of Feruſalem, ſoon after 


Chriſt's. Aſcenſion, there was an Hierar- 
chy of three diſtinct Orders of Church 
2 ally of which the firſt was ſuperior 
to the others as to Ordination and Jurii- 


diction. * e ach be: a "Ow 
B+ 


Text 3 g, gs in hs Chriftias an 
Churches planied by the Apeſiles, 
ttbere was a firſt and ſuperior 

Order of Church Officers, who | 
bad the Power of Ordination and 

; Juriſdibrion, aud who are called 
in Scripture by the ſeveral Names, 

/ Apoſtles, Elders or e 
ö N Biſhops. | = 


—= OR, firſt, as n it was 8 
1 | before, that they were appointed to 

h the firſt and ſuperior Order of Church 
Officers after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, and accord- 
ingly it is well known, that they exerciſed 
the Power of Ordination and Juriſdiction, 
in all Churches planted by them: And 
then as to Elders or Preſbyters, they muſt be 
* the ſame firſt and * Order, becauſe 


ſome 


— 


oo 5OHISM.. 

ſome of the Apoſtles do call themſelves 
Elders: or Preſbyters; as St. John in the 
firſt Verſe of his ſecond and third Epiſtles; 
and St. Peter in his 1 Epiſt. v. 1. and like 
wie becauſe theſe Elders or Preſbyters 


had the Power of Ordination and Juriſ- 


diction in the Church; for we find that 
Timothy was ordained by the laying on of 
the Hands Js E. ννjũfp i. e. per poſt. I. 
a Company of Elders or Preſbyters, of 
whom St. Paul was one, as he tells us, 

1 Tim. iv. 14. and 2 Tim. i. 6. And when | 
it is ſaid, Let the Elders that rule well, 
be counted wort by of double Honour, eſpeci- 


ally they who labour in the Word and Doe- 


trine, 1 Tim. v. 17. that pleinly ſhows, 
that theſe Elders were no Laymen, but 
Church Officers, who had Power to bear 
| Rule in the Church, and to handle the 
Word and Doctrine; and that when they 
ruled well, and laboured in the Word and 
Doctrine, then they were to be counted 
wor thy of double Honour. And ſince theſe 
Elders or Preſbyters were ſuch as han- 
dled the Word and Doctrine, and had 
Power of Ordination and Juriſdiction, it 
plainly appears from hence, that they muſt 
be of the firſt and ſuperior Order of 
Church Officers; which made the Apoſtles 
not only to call themſelves Elders, but 
no to. commit to the Truſt and Care of 
oy theſe. 
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theſe Elders, the Churches which they 


had newly lanted, Ads: xiv. 23. and Tut. 


i. . And then as to Biſhops, they muſt 
ebe alſo of the ſame firſt and ſuperior Or- 
der of Church Officers; becauſe this is a 
true Saying. Fa Man deſire the Office of a 
Biſbop, be defireth a good Work, 1 Tim. iii. 1. 
And Biſhops are the ſame with the Elders 
afore-mention'd ; for Tit. i. 5, 6. St. Paul, 
ſpeaking of Elders and their Qualificati - 
Ons, ſubjoins, VD. 7. For a Biſhop muſt be 
blameleſs*' as the Steward 'of Gd: Which 
would have been an incoherent and very 
improper Expreſſion, if Biſhops and Elders 
had not been the ſame; and the Elders, 
- Whom St. Paul defired to meet him at 
Miletus, are required to take heed to them- 
ſelves, and to all the Flock over which 
the Holy Ghoſt had made them Biſhops, 
in the original Greek, to feed the Church 
of God, Acts xx. 28. which -ſhows that 
Biſhops are not only the fame with Elders; 
but alſo that they are ſuch Officers as the 
Holy Ghoſt has appointed to feed the 
Church of God, which he has purchaſed 


with his own Blood: And when St. Peter 


writes to the Elders, he commands them 
to feed the Flock of God which is among 
them, Eid e, i. e. per poſt. I. do- 
ing their Epiſcopal Office, not by Con- 
ſtraint, but willingly, 1 Pet. v. 2. 1 
N J EF : 5 OW 


ech To Ip 


but how could Elders do the Episcopal Office, 


unleſs Elders and Biſhops were the ſame? 
Again, St. Paul, ſpeaking of the Qualifi- 


cations of a Biſhop, ſays, He ſhould be one 
that ruleth well his own Houſe ; for if a Man 


| know not how to rule his own Houſe, "bow - 
Hall be take Care of the Church of Gd? 


1 Tim. iii. 4, 5. By which St. Paul gives 


s plainly to unde end, that a Biſhop 
Dade: have ſuch Rule and Government 


of the Church of God, as a Man bas over 
his own Houſe; and ane ſuch a Man 


as has not Wiſdom and Prudence enough 
to rule his on Houſe, is not fit for the 


Office of a Biſhop; becauſe he that cannot 
do the leſs and eaſier, cannot be ſuppoſed 
able to bear the greater and more difficult 

Rule and Government; and in the origi- 
nal Greek, one may perceive, that St. Paul 


makes an 'Ancithefis between Tpogavar, and 
| "EmeueNiavlas ; and as the P repoſition po, | : 
in pos- Nr, does enlarge the Signification, 


and makes it ſignify, not only to ſtand 


before, but to rule and govern; therefore 


to complete the Antitheſis, the Prepoſition 


Ei in 'EmiueAnotslai, muſt alſo enlarge the 
Signification, and make it ſignify, not on- 
ly to take Care, but to Rule and take 


ſuperior Care of the Church of God; 


which very plainly ſhows, that Biſhops . 
are "oy" the firſt and Wr Order of 
O Church 
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C dorch Officers; Which does farther ap- 
pear from hence, that we find the Apo- 
1  Rtolick Office, called a Biſhoprick, As i. 
I 20. which ſhows. that the Apoſtles. were 


Att = 


_ Biſhops, and that Biſhops are of the ſame 
Order of Church Officers, excepting as to 
tze extraordinary Qualifications of the A- 
poſtles: Seeing then Biſhops are called 
—_ Nn of God, and are commanded to 
=_ . ' take heed to all the Flock, and to feed 
22 the Church of God, over which they are 
to have the like Rule and Government, 
as a Man has over his own Houſe, and 
are of the ſame Order of Church Officers 
with Apoſtles and Elders, there can no 
Queſtion be made, but that they had the 
Power of Ordination and Juriſdiction, as 
well as Apoſtles and Elders, and ate of the 
firſt and ſuperior Order of Church Officers, 
as well and as much as they. But then, 
if Biſhops and Elders, or Preſbyters, are 
of the firſt and ſuperior Order of Church 
Officers, how comes it to paſs; that two 
. of them were in one Church or City, 
AA xiv. 23. Pbil. i. 1. Tit. i. g. when one 
. ſuch Officer was ſufficient in one Church 
2 or City. The Reaſon of this is obvious to 
| any one who remembers, that it was the 
Manner of the Apoſtles, and eſpecially of Sc. 
| Paul, that when they went to preach 
the Goſpel to any City, if there was 
any Synagogue of the Jeus in it, to 
| gn preach 
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preach to them firſt; and then to the 
Jentiles, and moſt commonly. they made 
onverts of both Sotts; but the eus 
were ſo very zealous of Moſs? s Law, as 
made them unwilling to keep Communion 8 
with the Gentilet, the” hoth were Chriſti- 


ans; and the Gentile Converts were as 


unwilling to ' ſubmit to the Fewiſh Ce- 
remonies ; and ſo this Unwillingneſs of 
both Sorts, to keep Communion with one 
Another, obliged the Apoſtles, in ſuch 
Places where they had a e | 
Number of Converts of the Fews „and 
alſo of the Gentiles, to appoint one of - 
| the, firſt and ſuperior Order of Church 


- Officers, for rhe Jewiſh Converts, and an- 


other Ge the Gentile Converts, altho' they 
lived both in the ſame Place or City; 48 
we read it happened at Philippi, and 
in Crete, and other Places. 80 then the 
peceffary Conſequence and moſt probable 
Meaning of the ſeveral Texts of Hoh 

Scripture before-menitioned, do ſhow this 
to be an evident Truth, viz. That there 
was in the Chriſtian Churches, planted by 
the Apoſtles, a firſt and ſuperior Order of 
Church Officers, who had the Power of 
Ordination and Juriſdiction; and who were 
called by the ſeveral Names of Apoſtles, 


Elders or Preſbyters; and Biſhops. This | 


therefore ſhall be a fourth Axiom 
2 2 e 


en, ee as Nu was in OY 
Churches, planted by the Apoſtles, 
aà @ ſecond Order of 63 urch Offcers, 
h were called by the Name of 
Prophets, and Pani Bre- 
38 Wee or F Paſtors, 


8 
„ 


\ 


OR in I a xii. 28. St. Paul, 8 
| ivg of the three Orders of Church 
Officers which God hath' placed in his 
Church, does rank them in this Order, 
vir. 2 Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, 
thirdly Teachers; and wherever Apoſtles 
and Prophets are mentioned together, the 
Prophets are put next to Apoſtles; as Eph. 
ii. 20. And are built upon the. Foundation 
.of the Apoſtles and Prophets; and Chap. 
iii. 5. As it is now revealed unto bis Holy 
Apoſtles and Prophets by the Spirit; and 
Chap. iv. 11. And he gave ſome Apoſtles, 
and fome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſt. 
And we find that there were ſome of this 
- ſecond Order of Officers in ſeveral Churches; 
thus, As xi. 27. There came Prophets from 
. Jeruſalem unto Antioch ; and Chap, xiii. 1. 
T, here were in the Church that was at An- 
tioch, certain Prophets, and Teachers; and 
in I Cer. XIV. 29, 30, 3 we are told, 

1 ; 33 that 


„Sein =” 


that there were ſeveral Prophets in the 


Church of Corinth; and by ſeveral Things 


mentioned in that Chapter, it plainly ap- 
pears, that theſe Prophets were the ordi- 
nary Miniſters of the Goſpel in that Church, 
and that they did ſpeak to the People to 
Ecdification, and Exhortation, and Comfort, 
and to the edifying of the Church; and 
therefore St. Paul preferred their Propheſy- 
ing, to the extraordinary Gift of Tongues; . 
and theſe Prophets ſeem to have been very 
eminent and very ſerviceable Men in the 
Chriſtian Church; for the Myſtery of the 
Calling of the Gentiles, was revealed to 
them as well as to the Apoſtles, and they 
helped the Apoſtles. to lay the Foundation 
of the Chriſtian Church, which is built 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, as was ſaid before; and when 
the Church of Feru/alem had heard, that the 


' Goſpel was preached at Antioch, they ſent 


unto them Barnabas, who could then be 
but a Prophet, it being ſome Time before 
he was made an Apoſtle; who exhorted 
them all, that with Purpoſe of Heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord, Adds xi. 22, 23. 
And the Council of Feruſalem ſent out two 
1 namely Judas and Silas, to car- 
their Decree to the Gentiles, who ex- 
3 the Brethren with many Words, and 


| T them, Acts xv. 27, 32. which 
* 3 | ſhows 
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bows har. the Prophets were Men of | 


Note and Credit in the Church, when 
4 oy were entruſted - with ſuch wei ghty 
_ Aﬀa 


irs. z and accordingly the Apoſtles and i 


ä Baer called them Brethren, and joined 


them with themſelves, in ſending forth the 


' Decree of that Council, A#s xv. 22, 23. And 
' They, as well as Apoſtles, ſeem to be meant 


by the Word Paſtors, in Eph. iv. 11. for 


the Care of Flocks ſeems. to have been 7 


committed to them, as at Corinth; in which 


Church, ſince both the Sacraments were : 


adminiſtred, as we read, 1 Cor. i. 14. 1 55 


. 16. and Chap. xi. from v. 17 to the End; | 
who can be more likely to have admin 
ſtred them, chan the Prophets, who were 


the principal Church Officers, that are 


ſaid to be reſident there? Upon the whole 
then, theſe Prophets of the Chriſtian 
Churches were undoubtedly Miniſters of 
God's moſt Holy Word and Sacraments, 
and equal to the. firſt Order of Church 
Officers, excepting the Power of Ordina- 
tion and Juriſdiction, of which Power no- 
thing is ſaid to have been exerciſed by the 


te and they ſeem to have been of 


the ſame Order, and to have bortie the ſame 


Office, with thoſe who are called Prieſts of 


i the ebb of gms, altho' _ conn 


their 


ers 23 


he PS Ts Prieſts, if they heard them 
called Prophets : And thoùgh ſome few 
Females 
| flee, 1 Cor. xi. 5, and Aﬀs xxi. 9. yet that 

was but for ſome ſhort Time, in order to 

fulfil the Prophecy of Joel, who foretold, 
chat both Sons and Daughters ſhould pro- 
pheſy, and the Spirit be poured out upon 


Servants and Handmaidens, Joel ii. 28, 29. 
which Prophecy was applied . 1 St. Peter, 


to the Ne Effuſion of the Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, Ati ii. 16, 17. And here 
I would bymbly "Fave to wiſh, that 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of the Church 
of Er and, would pleaſe to take into their 
Conſideration, what 'I have here written 
from God's Word, concerning the two 


firſt Orders. of the Officers of the Chriſtian 


Church; and then to conſider whether it 


be convenient for them, in the Letters- 
Teſtithonials, which they uſually give, of 
their Ordination of Prieſts, to inſert theſe 
Words, diz. Dilectum nobis in Chriſto, A. B. 
in ſacrum Presbyteratus ordinem. 
admiſimus — ipſumque Presbyterum rite et 
canonice.— Ordinavimus; ; when at the ſame 
Time, there is not one Word of Preſbyter 
in all the whole Office of the Ordination 
of Prieſts ; nor is the Name of Preſpyter 
ſo much as once named or mentioned in 
all that Office: And alſo, that their Lord- 
e ſhipe 


ſeem to have been of their Of- 
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ſhips. would conſidex, nnn 
of Letters-Teſtimonials of the Ordination 
5 of Profits Ih, 8 0 to be Nate anci- 85 
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14 themlelves, Rae nd 1 to 
uſurp the Power of Ordination and Juriſ- 
ion, which, in Scripture, they found 
40 belong to Preſbyters, as above was 
ſhown ; which fatal Miſtake of theirs has 
been the Occaſion of ſuch a Schiſm in 
the Church, as Has greatly diſturbed her 
Peace for above two hundred Years, and 
God only knows, when it ſhall be at an 
End d laſtly, that their Lordſhips 
would be pleaſed to conſider, whether, — 
the future, in order to prevent ſuch; Miſ- 
cakes in their Letters-Teſtimonials of their 
Ordination of Prieſts, .inſtead. of, the fore- 
mentioned Words, theſe that follow ſhould 
be inſerted, VIS. Hindu nobis in Chriſto, 
A. B. — in ſacrum Sacerdotis ordinem 
admiſimus— ipſumque ſacerdotem ceu Pro- 
Pbet am Eccleſia Cbriſtianæ . rite et ca- 
nonice Or dinavi mus: But all theſe 
Things are moſt humbly ſubmitted to the 
great Wiſdom and Diſcretion of the Moſt 
Reverend Fathers in God, the Lords Arch- 
biſhops; and the Right Reverend, Fathers 
in God, the Lords Biſhops of the moſt or- 
thodox Church of — ; : 
+ = 0 
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80 chen the neceſſary. Conſequence and 
_ probable Meaning of the, ſeveral Texts 
of Holy Scripture now mentioned, does 
ſhow this to be an evident Truth, VIS. 
That in Chriſtian Churches planted by the 
Apoſtles, there was a ſecond Order of 
Church Officers, who are called by the 
Name of Prophets, and ſometimes Brethren, 


or NES | This therefore hall be a fifth 
Bon IDES Anion ny, 


1 2 ww 


Tix fowing har ere was in the 

. Chriſtian Churches, planted by 
. 995 the. Apoſtles, 'r ii third Order of 
durch Officers, who"are called 
= by the ſeveral Names of Deacons, 
5 Teacher, and ene | | 


1 OR st. Paul, in 1 Tim. iii. 8 to "> 
T preſcribes the Qualifications of thoſe 

chat were fit to be Deacons; where, v. 13. 

he ſays, Ti hey that haue uſed the Office of a 
Deacon well, purchaſe to themſelves a good 
Degree, and great Boldneſs in the Faith which 
is in Chrift Jeſus; from which we may 
obſerve, that Deacons were Church Offi- 
cers; that there were ſeveral Degrees, ſome 
higher, ſame lower, among theſe Officers ; 


that Deacons were but of the loweſt De- 
gree, 


them, and 


Br The ave i | 
but yet, when they behaved them. 
; elves well therein, they did thereby ſhow 
themſelves worthy of better Prefer̃ment; 
and we find. that Deacons had Power. to 
teach People the Principles of the Chrif- 
tian Religion, and to a dminiſter to 2 
the Sacrament of Baprifin ; for, of the 
| ſeven Deacons which the fes ere 
ed at Feruſalem, St. Stephen, Toon aſter his 
Ordination, began to teach the People, 
Adds vi. 10. and Chap. vii. And Philip, 
another of them, taught che People of 
Samaria, and .. chem, ſo that Dea- 
cons we Teachers ; : and ſo St. Paul calls 
0 them in che chird Order 
after Apoſties, and Prophets, ſa ſaying, rd. 
Boers I Car. xn. 28. 3 J. the ame 
bilip is expreſly called an Evangelif, in 
Afts xxi. 8 8. And accordingly St. Paul, in 
Eypb. iv. 11, laces Evangeliſte next after 
5 Abottles' and Prophets; where, repeating - 
Apoſtles and re "by the Name — 
Paſtors, becauſe they had Flocks commit 
ted to their urg and Care, he repeats 
Evange liſts by the Name of Teachers, 
to ſhow that they were of the fame Or- 
der of Church Officers, which he had 
mentioned thirdiy, in 1 Cor. xii. 28. and 
called them Teachers: And fince an E- 
vangeliſt fignifies either one that writes 


che —_ of the Goſpel, or one that 
planis 
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plants che Goſpel where it was not before; 
had Fince. it lenge to the Office of Des- 
cons, to inſtruct ignorant People in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, by 
Which they plant the Goſpe] where it was 
not before, as Philis did to the Bunuch, 
Acts viii. 35. 36, 37. that ſhows that 
Deacons are Area called by Fo | 
Names of Teachers 59's Evangeliſts. And 
accordingly we find, that fuch Officers 
were frequent in the Chriſtian Churches; 
as the ſeven Deacons at Teruſalem, Acts, 
Chap. vi. Teachers as well as Prophers, 
in the Church of Antioch, Acts xiil. 1. 
Deacons as well as as "Biſhops, at Philippi, 
Phil. 1. 1. As alſo at Ephe eſus,.1 Tim. iti, 8. 
And if Phizbe was one of their Order in 
the Church at Cenchrea, the ſeems to have 
been well worthy of that Honour, as hav- 


ing been a -Tpoolals, i. e. a Safeguard unto 


many Chriſtians, and even of Bt. Paul him- 
ſelf, Rom. xvi. , 2. in ſuch Manner, 21 

haps, as Rehab was to the Spies at Feri- 
cho, Joſh. Chap. ii. So then the neceſfary 
Conſequence, and moſt probable Meaning 
of the ſeveral Texts of Scripture now 
-mentioned, do ſhow this to be an evident 
Truth, viz. That there was in the Chriſ- 
tian, Churches, planted by the Apoſtles, a 
third Order of Church Officers, who are 
called by the ſeveral Names of Deacons, 


Teach- 
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cer, mentioned in the Seriprures 
tio baue been in the Cbriſtian 


Churches, "planted by the Apoſtles, 
were no temporary or extraordi-. 
..nary Officers, but the- ordinary 
— and J fanding Officers of the Chriſ- 
"tian Church, by the Appointment 
of God and his Son Chrif Je 108 3 


1 OR in Mar. Wi 20. Chriſt pro- 
miſed to be with his Church alway, 
even. to the End of the World; and John 
XIV. 16, 17, he promiſed to ſend the Holy 
Ghoſt to be a Comforter to them, that 
would abide with them for ever; which 
Promiſes ſhow, that Chriſt has appointed 
his Church, to continue and remain unto 
the End of the World: But then, how 
could it be poſſible for his Church to con- 
tinue, unleſs he has appointed proper Of- 
ficers for her? And what Officers appear 
to have been appointed by him, but thoſe 
who are mentioned to have been in the 


Churches planted by che Apoſtles? Theſe 
there- 


(Bug 
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e muſt be the ſtanding Officers of 
his Church, or elſe there are none appoint- 
ed. If any think, that ſome of theſe Of- 
ficers were ordinary and ſtanding, and o- 


thers extraordinary, how ſhall we diſtin- 
guiſh and know them aſunder? There is 
not the leaſt Intimation given in Scripture, 


that ſome were ordinary, and ſome extra- 
ordinary; and without ſome ſuch Intima- 
tion, it ſeems to be a great Miſtake in any, 


who affirm, that ſome of theſe Officers 


were extraordinary and temporal Officers 
only. Extraordinary and miraculous Gifts 
were common among them, until theſe 
ceaſed in the Church; and all the Officers 
that are mentioned, do belong to one of 
the three Orders of Church Officers, as 

was above ſhown ; and the Church ever 
had,. and ever will have Need of all the 
chree Orders, for her better Propagation, 
Edification and Government; and there- 
fore there ſeems no Reaſon to doubt, but 
that theſe are her proper and appointed 


Officers; eſpecially conſidering what St. 
Paul tells us, 1 Cor. X11. 28. namely, that 


God bee, i. e. hath placed theſe in his 
Church, fir/# Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, 
thirdly e And St. Paul adds ſome 
extraordinary Gifts, and ſome Offices, to 
be performed by the Officers before- nam- 


ed; but he numbers na more Officers or 


Orders 


00 OO 3 N 5 . * 
5 * ” 2 . 
- #5 at Ra. \ * 


[ K 3 — 5 25 | 45 3 
| a : . 
BE TNT AR . RY O95 — 
56 - Tee CURE 


2 0 


— 


Orders of Officers but only three ; anc 
theſe he ſays, God bas placed in his Church; 
I cherefore we will follow God's Ap- 

pointment, we muſt be defirous of three 


diſtin Orders of Officers in God's Church, 


and no more, nor no fewer; for how can 


that be a regularly conſtituted and true 
Church of God, which has fewer or more 
Orders of Officers in it, than God has 
placed in his Church? Thoſe who paſs 

from his Appointment as to the Officers, 
may, wich as good Reaſon; paſs from it; 
as to Doctrines and Articles of Faith in 
his Church; and I wiſh it be not found 
in the End, that ſuch as have done the 
former, have not alſo done the latter; ſuch 


Officers therefore as God has plated in his 


Church, ſhould be continued in it, how- 
ever their Names may not always be the 
ſame, until himſelf is pleaſed to order it 
otherwrays. And to put it beyond all Doubt, 
that the Officers mentioned in Scripture; 
are appointed to be the ſtanding and con- 
ſtant Officers of the Church, St. Paul tells 
us, Eph, iv. 8 to 14. that when Chriſt aſ- 
cended up on high, he gave Gifts unto 
Men, and he gave ſome Apoſtles; and 
ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, theſe 
_ Paſtors and Teachers; where he mentions 
all the Names of the Church Officers, ex- 
cept only three of chem, wiz. Elders and 
8 - _ Biſhops; 


Biſhops, which were ſhown to be of the 


ſame Order with Apoſtles; and Deacons, 
who are the fame with Teachers and E- 
vangeliſts; then he ſhows, for what Pur- 
a s theſe Officers were given, namely, 

for the perfe&ing, of the Saints, the Duty 
of the firſt: Order; for the Work of the 
Miniſtry, the Duty of the ſecond Order; 
for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, 
the Duty of the third Order of Church 
Officers: And laſtly, St. Paul tells us, how 
bag theſe Officers are to perform theſe. 
Duties in the Service of Chriſt's Church, 


and that is, v. 13. Till we all come” ants 


the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge 
of | the Son off God, unto a perfect Man, to 

' the \Meaſure of the Stature of the Pulneſs 
of Chriſt : Which Words can expreſs no 
ihorter. Period of Time, than during the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, and the End of the 
World; for ſo long as the Goſpel Diſ- 
| penſation endures, there will be ſome who 
will embrace the Chriftian Faith; and 
therefore all Chriſtians cannot be come 
to the Unity of the Faith, and the other 
great and conſummating Perfections here 
mentioned, until the Goſpel Diſpenſation 
is at an End; which, according to Chriſt's 
| Promiſe beforementioned, will not be un- 
til the End of this World. So then the 
nr — and moſt probable 
Mean- 
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8 gof the Texts of Scripture. now. 


— mentioned; .do ſhow this to be an evident 
Truch, vis. That the Church Officers 


1 in Scripture to have been in 
the Chriſtian Churches, planted by the 


Apoſtles, | were no temporary or extraor- 
dinary Officers; but were the ordinary, 
and ſtanding Officers of the Chriſtian 
Church, to remain and be continued there- 
in, While the Goſpel Diſpenſation endures, 
and unto the End of the World, accord- 
ing to the Appointment of God and his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus. This therefore ſhall be 


a ſeventh Axiom. 


Here follows hs Demonſtrati ve Proof | 
of the Divine wahre of . 2 
Mar bematico. ; 


POSTULATE * 


That * Words ll Scripture may be 3 
better tranſlated from the original Greek, 
than they are in the Tranllation now in 


Uſe. 
DEFINITION L 


Epiſcopacy i is an Hierarchy, or Holy Re- 
gimen, of three diſtin Orders of Eccle- 


| Jn or Church Officers, of which the 


4 80 ; re 8 M. 


firſt Order is ſuperior to the other two, 
| both as tO Ocdination and Juriſdiction. 


8 Xx 10 M - 
That. an u Hierarchy of ies diltinet Os 


ders. of Eccleſiaſtical Officers, of which 
the firſt was ſuperior to the other two, 


as to Jutiſdiction, Was appointed by God 
in his Church, under the Law of Mo — 


AX IOM II. 


That while Chriſt was upon Earth, 
there was in his Church an Hierarchy of 
three diſtin Orders of Church Officers, 


of which the firſt was ſuperior to the other #7 - 2 


two, as to Ordination and Juriſdiction. 

| AXIOM III. 

That in the Chriſtian Church at Feru- 
lb, ſoon after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, there 


was an Hierarchy of three diſtin Or- 


ders of Church Officers, of which the 
firſt was ſuperior to the others, as to Or 


dination and Juriſdiction, 


5 
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That there was in che Chriſtian Chur- 
ches, planted by the Apoſtles, a firſt and 
ſuperior Order of Church Officers, who 
had the Power of e and Juriſ- 

diction, and who were called EY the ſeve- 
cal Names of es. | or e 

nd ie, 


AXIOM V. 


; That i in the Chriſtian Churches, ce 
by the Apoſtles, there was a ſecopd Order 
of Church Offigers, who are called by the 
Name of Prophets, and. . — 


or Pafears, 


AXIOM _ 


; That there was. in in the Cbridian Chur- 
ches, e che ApoſiJes, a third Or- 
der of Chyrch Offigers, who were. called 
by. the 1 vs Nas of ones, Teach 
ers, and Evan 


AX IOM 


ee 


WS}. 
* 
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_ 
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That the Church Officers mentioned ia 


Scripture .to have been in the Chriſtian 
Churches, plan ted by the Apoſtles, were 
no temporary ot extraordinary Officers; 


but were the ordinary and ſtanding Of- 


ficers of the Ch riftian Church, to remain 


and be continued theteth, while: the Goſpel 


Difpenſation endures, and unto the End 
of the World. according to the Ap point- 


- . . by 


3 menc of God, and his Son Chriſt Jt. 


* * 
. — 


| PROPOSITION. 8 — 
1 war laid by G in 
bis Church, under the Law of Moſes, ex- 


* as 0 tbe Matter of Ordination. 


x, For am Hierarchy of. three diſtinct or- 
ders of Ecolcſiaſtical, Officers, of which 
the firſt was ſuperior to the other two, as 
to Juriſdiction, was appointed by God in 
his Church, er the Law of Moſes 5 * 
. Ax. J. 

500 ſuch an b Hierarchy is 88 


7 (per Def. I.) excepting as to the Matter of 


Ordination. Therefore Epiſcopacy was ap- 
pointed by God i in his Church, under the 
2 Law 


— 
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Law of Moſes, e excepting x as to ne Matter 
of Ordination. V E. 


1 mY 
e e Wat 
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For While Chriſt was upon i Eat. . 
was in his Church, an Hierarchy, of three 
diſtinct Orders of Church Officers, of 
which the firſt was ſuperior. to the other 
two, as to Ordination and Juriſdiction ; (per 
Ax. II. 

But n an Hierarchy is Epiſcopacy, 
(per Def. I.) Therefore Epiſcopacy was in 
Chriſt's Church, Yrs] orc 7d "was poo 
| Earth. V _ Bo IIS? 


5s . 
. » - * 
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' That Epiſcopacy was in the Cbriſian Church 
ele Jeruſalem, 1 ing 29 7 5 Ec 
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For in ha Chriſtian Church at t Veru- 
falem, ſoon after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, there 
vas an Hierarchy of three diſtinct Orders 
of Church Officers, of which the firſt was 
ſuperior to the others, as to Ordination, 
| * 8 (per Ax, III.) 

But 
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But ſuch an Hierarchy is Epiſcopacy, 
Pris Def. I) Therefore Epiſcopacy was in 
the Chriſtian Church at . ſoon 
after Chriſt's Aſcenſion. . E. P. W 
093) 8613 ig „ 5 
56 einn -PROP. w. MY 
That 1 was "fab 7 WF in the Chriſ: 5 
tian F n by tbe Apoſtles. | 


— an "Hierarchy: ps Aae diſtinct Or- 
ders of Church Officers, of which the 
firſt was ſuperior to the other two, as to 
Ordination and Juriſdiction, was eſtabliſh- 
ed in the Chriſtian Churches, planted by the 
Apoſtles; (per Axioms IV, V and VI.) 

But ſuch an Hierarchy is Epiſcopacy, 
(per Def. I.) Therefore Epiſcopacy was eſta- 
bliſhed-in the Chriſtian Churches, planted 
by * . 9 


PROP. V. 


That Epiſcopacy is the 83 and ſtand- 
ing Government of the Cbriſtian Church, 
to remain and be continued therein, while 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation endures, and to the 
End of the World, according to the” Ap- 
| pointment of God, and Drs Son Chrift ffs. 


For the Church Officers EO WY in 
Scripture, to have been in the Chriſtian 
7 D 3 Churches, 


38 The CURE. 
— plantad by che Apoſlias. Were 
Bo tempatary n extranrdinary Others, 
but were the ordinaty and fanding Ofh- 
cers of we Chriſtian Church, to remain 
and be continued therein, while the Goſ- 
pel Diſpenſatios endures; and unto the 
End of the World according to the Ap- 
pointment of God, nd his 808 Chriſt * 
ſus per Ax. VII) WA. YON : 
But the Church Officers * the ChriC- 
tian Churehes, planced by the Apoſtles, 
were an Epiſcopacy; p Prop. TV.) There- | 
fore Epifcopacy is the ordinary and ſtand- 
ing Government of the Chriſtian Church, 
to 1 and be continued therein, while 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation endures, and unto 
the End of the World, Wee to the 
Appointment of God, and his Son Son Chriſt 
Jeſus, © uod 9 | F . 


Some a” 9 concerning Arch 
3 51 9 


1 Fr been ablerxed'| in all 8 "0p 

: Men bave led tegular and fober Lives, for 
ROY Lears, and yet afterwards, through 
the prevailing Power of Temprations and 
evil Inclinations, have turned aſide to immo- 
ral Practices, or heterodox Principles : And 
[egg _ cannot, be, few, being. noted 
2112 5 © NM A y 
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1 
3 


by long 


xperlence, it 
though a Mn be blameleſs, when he is 


firſt admitted into the firſt and ſuperior 


Order of Church Officets; yet, afterwards 


* 


he might turn afide to ſome immoral | 


Practice, or heretical Principle ; and being 
of the ſuperior Order of Church Officers, 


who could call him to an Account? And 
it none had Power to accuſe and cenſure 
him, he might propagate his ill Princi- 


ples by Converſation or 18 and en- 
courage immoral Practices by 


Church, and a Hindrance to the Succeſs 
of the Goſpel. In Order therefore to pre- 


vent ſach great Inconveniency, it was ab- 


ſolutely neceffaty, that among every con- 
idetable Number of the firſt and ſuperior 


oral P y his ill Ex- 
atniple; and fo be à great Scandal to the 


— 
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lence; it will follow, that 
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pel of the Uncircumciſion was. committed 
unto him, as that of the Circumciſion was 
unto Peter; for he that wrought effectu- 
ally in Peter to the Apoſtleſhip of the 
Circumciſion, the ſame was mighty in Paul 
towards the Gentiles: . Which Words do 
plainly ſhow, that ſome effectual and great 
Power was given to St. Peter and St. aul, 
over and above what was given to che 
reſt of the Apoſtles; and ſeeing the reſt 
of the Apoſtles had all the Qualifications, 
Abhilities and Powers, that were needful for 
the Propagation of the Goſpel, and for 
the Planting and Eſtabliſhing of Chriſtian 
Churches in all Places of the World; it 
ſeems to be no eaſy Matter to know what 
this Power was, that was given to theſe 
two Apoſtles more than the reſt. But 
fince no other Power . ſeemed to be then 
wanting, but the Power of Juriſdiction 
over the firſt and ſuperior Order of Church 
Officers, that in caſe any of them ſhould 
happen to be found faulty, as to their 
Doctrine or Manners, they might be called 
to Account for the ſame; it ſeems moſt 
probable to me, that this was the chief 
Thing meant bere, by the Goſpel of the 
Uncircumciſion, and i Apoſtleſhip of the 
Circumcition ; ſo that theſe two Apoſtles 
had the Wer of Inſpection and Regula- 
tion over all the Chriſtian Converts, name; 


ly ' 
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ly, St, Peter, not of. Rome, but of the Jeus; 


400 St. Paul, of the Gentiles. And accord. 
* ingly St. Paul not only acknowledges the 


Care of all the Churches, 12. of the Gen- 


tiles, to be upon him, 2 Cor. xi. 28. but 


ſays, he had in a readineſs to revenge all 


Diſabedience, when their Obedience was 


fulfilled, 2 "Cor x. 6. and v. 8. that though 


he ſhould boaſt Somewhat" more of 


Authority which the Lord had given for 
Edification and not for Deſtruction, he 


ſhould not be aſhamed. And ſince St. 


Peter directs both his Epiſtles to the Jews, - 


that were diſperſed through Pontus, Gala- 
tia, Capadocia, Aſia, and Bithynia, that 
ſhows that he had an Inſpection over that 
People, ſince he wrote to thoſe who lived 


in the remoteſt Places; and in the fifth | 


Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle, which ſeems 
directed chiefly to the Clergy, in the be- 

inning of it, he addreſſes himſelf to the 
170 Order, whom he calls Presbyters or 
Elders, acknowledging himſelf to be one 
of their Order, and exhorts them to feed 
the Flock of God which is among them, 
doing their Epiſcopal Office, not by Con- 
ſtraint but willingly; by which he fairly 
gives them to underſtand, that if they 
neglected their Duty, he had Power to 
conſtrain them to do it. The two Apoſ- 


tles then being, as it ſeems, veſted with 
ſuch 
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ſuch fuperior Power, they appointed, in 


_ populous Churches, one of the firſt Order 
of Church Officers, to be their Official or 
Deputy, and to have Juriſdiction, over his 


„ 


Brethren'; and ſo St. Paul appointed 77. 
mothy- at Epheſus, not only to obſerve the 
Qualifications of ſuch as were admitted 


Church Officers, but alſo, to receive an 
Accuſation, even againſt an Elder or Preſ- 


byter, tho' of the firſt and ſuperior Ocder 


of Church Officers, that had Power to 


rule, v. 17. before two or three Witneſſes; 
but not under a leſs Number of Witneſſes, 
1 Tim. v. 19. And he appointed Titus to 
be his Official, and to exerciſe ſuch like 


Power in Crete, ordering him to reject a 


Man that was an Heretick, after a firſt 
and ſecond Admonition, without any Ex- 


ception as to his Order or Office, Tit. iii. 
10. And though we have not ſo full Ac- 


count of St. Peter's Proceedings, we muſt 


not think. that he was behind - hand 
with St. Paul; eſpecially fince St. Paul 
tells us, that he that was mighty in him 


towards the Gentiles, the ſame wrought 
effectually in Peter, to the Apoſtleſhip of 


the Circumciſion, Gal. ii. 8. And accord- 
ingly, Hiſtory tells us, that St. Peter ap- 
pointed St. Mart to be his Official or 
Deputy at Alexandria, to have Juriſdiftion 
over his Brethren, and inſpect the Few: 

1 TE Con- 
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Converts in that Frovince; and it may 
well de that he inveſted St. 


James wich the like Power over the Pro- 
Fudea, ſince St. Peter is ſaid to 


_ vince of 
| have reſided chiefly at Antioch: And thus, 
as the Number / of Chriſtians was increaF- 
ts theſe two Apoſtles appointed their 
Deputies in all Provinces; and according 


to the Power committed to them, it ſeems, 
ehiey ordered ſueh fuper- intendent Officers 


to de continued in the Chriſtian Church; 
and ſo they have been ever ſince. Far 
the Chureh being fenſible of the great 


Benefit of ſuch Officers, when the De- 


puties of theſe two Apoſtles departed this 
Life, the firſt and ſuperior Order of Church 
Officers in each Province, did chuſe one 
of their own Order, to have juriſdiction 
5 themfelves, and to inſpect the Pro- 


ince; and him they called their Exiguo- | 


— or Biſhop; at the ſame Time retain- 


ing to themſelves their other Scriprure 
Na mes, of Presbyters and Apoſtles. And 
| Hiſtory mentions this in particular to have 


been done at Mexandria; and why ſhould 
we doubt that it was ſo in other ros 
ces ? And it is my humble Opinion, that 
the firſt Order Church Officers, and 


none elſe, was called by the Names of 


Presbyters and Apoſtles ; and he whom they- 
choſe to have Jurifdiction over themfelves, 
| T : was 


1 
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was called by the Name of Biſhop, and 
that thus their Names continued through- 
out the firſt three Centuries: And I am 
the more confirmed in this Opinion, be- 
cauſe St. Jerom tells us, Epiſs. ad Tit. diſt, 
95. that of Old a Preſbyter and Biſhop 
was the ſame; but that after ſome Dif- 
fefences happened among them, it was 
decreed all over the World, that one of 
the Preſbyters ſhould be. placed above the 
reſt, and the Seeds of Schiſm taken away; 
and again, that as Preſbyters know them- 
ſelves, by the Cuſtom of the Church, to 
be ſubject to him who is ſet over them, 
even ſo Biſhops know . themſelves to be 
greater than Preſbyters, rather by the Cuſ- 
tom, than the Truth of divine Diſpen- 
ſation: But then theſe Things could not 
IF true, if they had been ſpoken concern- 

ing the firſt _ ſecond Order of Church 
Officers; becauſe theſe never were the 
fame, but the firſt, Order had always 
Power over the ſecond. by divine Appoint- 
Els as was. ſhown above, and accord- 

ing to the conſtant Practice of the Chriſ- 
tian Church; and therefore St. Ferom muſt 
have ſaid theſe Things, only concerning 
the firſt Order of Church Officers, and 
their Biſhop, whom they preferred to have 
_ Juriſdiction over themſelves: And when 


St. Ferom, in another , ſays, What does 
a 
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a Biſhop more than Preſb =. excepta 
© rdinatione? here the Tranſcriber has ei- 
ther left out a Word, or elſe miſplaced a 
Word; for if we ſhould: ſappoſe that he 
ſpake this concerning the firſt and ſecond 
Orders of Church Officers, then the Tran- 
-ſcriber has left out this Word, & Juri 
dictione, becauſe the firſt Order has always 
had Power of Juriſdiction, as well as Or- 
dination, over the ſecond Order; but if he 
ſpake this only concerning the firſt Order 
and their Biſhop, as I am apt to think, 
then the Tranſcriber has miſplaced a Word 
and has put, exceptd Ordinatione, inſtead of, 
exceptà Furiſdiftione ; for to have Juriſ- 
diction over chemſelves, according to the 
Direction of the two ſuper-eminent A- 
poſtles, was all that the firſt Order of 
Church Officers preferred their Biſhop to 
do: And if Biſhop and Preſpyters were 
the Names only of the firſt Order of 
Church Officers, throughout the firſt three 
Centuries; then the Eccleſiaſtical Writers 
of theſe Centuries ſhould be underſtood 
only of the firſt Order of Church Offi- 
cers, when they mention the Names of 
Biſhop. and Preſbyters, but not of the firſt 
-and fecond Orders, as it has' been com- 
monly done; nor can TI find any Place 
either in Seripture or in Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
ters, in the firſt three Centuries, where the 
Name 


1 
” 


Old called ple. And about the ſame 


| GO of that Province: And thus 


5 
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Name of Preſbyter, when - it. ſignifies 


Officer of the Chriſtian. Church, does ne- 


ceſſarily fignify an Officer of the ſecond 
Order, but ſeems rather to ſignify one ef 
the firſt Order. But then, about the Be- 
ginning of the fourth Century, Epiphantas 
tell us, that all the firſt Order f the 
Church Officers, did think fit to lay = 
their Names of Presdyters and Apoſties, and 
to call themſelves only by the Name of 
Biſbaps; and Theagoret ſays, that they who 


were called Biſbops in his Time, were of 


Time, as I ſuppoſe, that the firſt Order 
of Church Officers, thought he. to make 


"ſome Alreration as to their Names, the 


ſecond Order did change their Name of 
Prophets, for that of Priefs; and likewiſe 
the third Order, contenting themſelves 
with the Name of Deacons laid aſide their 
other Names of Teaebers, and Evangelifts. - 

And when. all the firſt; Order of Church 
Officers were thus called by the Name of 
' Brſhops, then he who bad the Power of 
- Juriſdiction } over his Brethren, and was 
wont to be called their Biſbop, was uow 
called | Archbiſhop; and his Power, at the 
ſame Time, was affixed, tq certain Places 


or Sees, ſo that whoever was choſen. Bi- 


ſhop of ſuch a Place or See, was of Courſe 


ic 


— 


} 


— ß — 
it has continued ever fince in the Chriſ- 
tian Church, except where Innovations 
have been made by human Inventions. 
This is the beſt Accgunt 1 can give, of 
the Reaſons and firſt Riſe of Archbiſhops ; 
which is humbly ſubmitted to the Judg- 
ment of the'more Learned, hoping they 
will approve of the fame, until ſuch Time 


as ſome of them ſelves ſhall think fie o 


give a better Account of this Matter. 
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Almighty G O D. 


HUS, Gentlemen Didmeis, I | 
have given you ſuch. a Proof of 
the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, 

as that ſeveral Doctrines, and even ſome. 
Articles of Faith; cannot admit of a bet- 
ter Proof. And having thus ſhown who 
ought to be the Miniſters of God's moſt 
' Holy Word and Sacraments, among you, 
I now proceed to ſhow, after what Man- 
ner the Worſhip of God ſhould be perfortn- 
ed, in the publick Aſſemblies of his Peo- 

Ul ple; ; Which certainly ought to be by a 
3 Liturgy or ſet Form; and that, with Re- 
2 ſpect both to the Miniſter and to the 
; People. And firſt, with Reſpe& to the 


Mini- 
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" Miniſter: For if he ſhall preſent any 
Prayers of Supplications to G0, without 
any ſet Form, his Words and Expreflions 
can be no other, than what happen to 
come into his Mouth for the preſent, and 
off-hand; and then how can theſe be fit 
to be ſpoken to Almighty God? When 
a Man meets with his Nejghbour or Ac- 
quaintance, he can do no leſs in Civility, 
than to ſpeak ro him in ſuch Words as 
happen to come into his Mouth, or his 
Mind, for the preſent; and then ſurely 
it muſt be great Preſumption to ſpeak 
unto God, in no better Manner than he 
uſes to do to his Neighbour, whom he 
happens to meet with. It ought to be 
well conſider d, how ſolemn and ſerious a 
Thing it is, for us poor ſinful Mortals, 
to preſume to ſpeak to the Auguſt Majeſty 
of Heaven and Earth, and the Almighty 7 
Monarch of the whole World: And fince 
it is he who gives us Mouths, and Tongues, 
and Voices, and the Power of Speech, and 
who can deprive us of all, or any of theſe, 
when he pleaſes ; even Reaſon tells us, that 
the Words and Expreſſions, which we uſe 
_—_ t to him, ought certainly to be 
the beſt choſen, and beſt order d Words 
and Expreſſions, that we can poſſibly de- 
viſe and find out; otherwiſe we flight and 
affront his Divine Majeſty, by ſpeaking to 
E 


him 


N 50 
Fellows : Nay, which of your Miniſters 
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„as if he was eee one mY our owh 


will preſume. to offer a Petition to a Prince, 
or a Nobleman, without firſt chuſing the 
Words and Expreſſions, and ſetting them 
in the beſt Order he can? And therefore, 
muſt it not be daring Preſumptian, and 
impudent Boldneſs, with off- hand Words 
and Expreſſions, to preſent our Petitions 
to the Throne of the Divine Grace? 
Shall we converſe with our God in no 
better Manner than with our Fellows? Or 
ſhall we ſhow more Regard to great Men 

on Earth, than we do to the Great 
God of Heaven and Earth? Or if we 
will not our own Hearts, and all alte 


Morld condemn us of Impiety and Fol- 


1y ? And yet how can it be otherwiſe, 
while we ow without any ſet Form? But 
you ſay, your Miniſters are guided, in 
cheir Prayers, by the Spirit; but, pray, by 


_ what Spirit? for you Gave that there are 


evil Spirits as well as good; and by the 
Help of theſe evil Spirits, even falſe Apo- 
ſtles and deceitful Workers, are transform- 
ed into the Apoſtles of Chriſt, and Mini- 
ſters of Righteouſneſs, as St. Paul tells us, 
2 Cos. xi. 13, 14, 15. Wherefore it is not 
likely, that it is any good Spirit that di- 
rects your Miniſters, to perform ſome 


| on ſolemn F of divine Worſhip, 


1 with 


— „ 
with off- hand Prattle; good Spirit 
would direct them to — — ſet their 
Words in order, at leaſt as well in their 
Petitions to God, as in their Petitions to 

great Men. But you ſay, God regards the 

Heart moſt, and if that be right, he mat- 
ters not much the Words; and your Mi- 
niſter's Heart may be right before God: 
And, for any ching that you know, it may 
be otherwiſe; and I fay, that God has 
Regard to the Mouth and Words, as well 
as — the Heart; For, as with the Heart, 
Man belie vet h unto Righteouſhieſs; even ſo, with 
the Month Confeſſion is made unto Saluation, 
Rom. x. 10. And our Bleſſed Saviour aſſures 
us, that, By thy Words thou ſhalt be juſtified, 
and by thy Words thou ſhalt be — 
Mat. xii. 37. And therefore it is com- 
manded, Be not raſh with thy Mouth, and 
let not thine Heart be haſty to utter any 
thing before God; for God is in Heaven, 
and thou upon Earth, therefore let thy Words 
be few, Eccl. v. 2. But your Miniſters go 
contrary to this Precept; for they are not 
contented with a few Words, but love to 
make long Prayers; and are ſo raſh with 
their Mouth, and ſo haſty in their Hearts, 


to utter Words before God, as that they will 


not allow themſelves to be filent ſo much as 
one Moment, in all the Time of cheir long 


Prayers; and then ſurely they have need 
=. fo 
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to conſider ſeriouſly with themſelves, whe- 
ther ſo many Words, uttered ſo haſtily 
and raſhly before God, will not tend to 
condemn, rather than juſtify them before 
him; for if a Man prays without any 
Form, premeditated or written, though he 
ſpeak with all the Deliberation and Con- 
fideration that poſſibly he can, yet his 
Words, at firſt coming out of his Mouth, 
will neither be ſo well choſen, nor ſo well 
ordered, as himſelf could have choſen 
and ordered them, if he had firſt deviſed 
a ſer Form, and then prayed by it; and 
to preſent worſe to God, when they could 
have found better, is ſurely not the Way 
to be accepted. Bur ſtill you fay, that to 
pray by a ſer Form does ſtint the Spirit; 
and if it does ſo, then it will follow, that 
your Miniſters pray chiefly by the Help 
of God's good Spirit; and if fo, the Words 
of their Prayers ſhould be written down, 
and added to the Forms of Prayers and 
Praiſes contained in Holy Scripture ; for 
if your Miniſters Prayers be really dictated 
by the Holy Spirit of God, they muſt be 
the Word of God, as well as theſe other 
are; but alas! it is ſo far from this, as 
that when their Prayers have been taken 
in Writing with the utmoſt Care and Di- 
ligence, they have been found, for the 
moſt Part, to be only a confuſed Heap of 
63 deli 
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Scripture Sentences, jumbled together 
without any Order, or Connexion, or Co- 
herence, intermixed with uncouth and un- 
decent Expreſſions, and ſome Sentences 
hardly good Senſe; and this is confirmed 
by many occaſional, tho judicious, Hearers; 
which plainly ſhews, that the Holy Spirit 
has no Hand in your off-hand Prayers: 
But ſeeing you harp ſo very much upon 
this String, and ſeem to believe that the 
Words and Expreſſions of your Miniſters 
Prayers, and perhaps of your own too, are 
ſuggeſted by the good Spirit of God; let us 
for once fairly try, whether you have any 
ſufficient Warrant from the Word of God 
for your ſo doing: And firſt, I find in 
Zech. xii. 10. God ſays, he will pour upon 
the Houſe of David, and upon the Inha- 
bitants of Feruſalem, the Spirit of Grace, 
and of Supplications; but then that whole 
Chapter is directed only to the Fews, and 
ſo no ways concerns us Gentiles; beſides, 
the Promiſe is no where ſaid to be perpe- 
tual, but only to be performed for ſome 
Time, expreſſed by the Phraſe, in that 
Day; which implies, that at ſuch a Time 
this was to be done, and at no other 
Time; wherefore your Miniſters have no 
Reaſon to expect from this Promiſe, that 
the Spirit will guide them in their Prayers: 
But then, in Joel ii. 28, 29. God promiſes 
E 3 to 


54 5 The CURE 


to pour out his Spirit upon all Fleſh, fa 
that Sons and Daughters ſhould, propheſy, 
and even Servants and Handmaids ſhould 
have the Spirit poured upon them ; and 
this Promiſe indeed belonged - to Gentiles 
as well as Jews ; but it was only tempo- 
ral, and not perpetual ; and St. Peter tells 
us, Acts ii. 16, 17, 18. that it was fulfilled 
by rhe Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on the 
Apoſtles: and primitive Chriſtians ; | and 
though his Gifts were various and won- 
derful, yet St. Paul tells us, that they 
ſhould not laſt long in the Church, but 
that, whether Prophecies, they ſhall fail; or 
Tongues, they ſhall ceaſe; or Knowledge, 
it ſhall vaniſh away, 1 Cor. xili. & And 


accordingly the Chriſtian Church found, 


that the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt were withdrawn, and ceaſed after 

the third Century, and but a few of them 
continued ſo long ; and therefore, after 
ſeventeen” Centuries, it muſt be in vain for 
your Miniſters 'to expect any help of the 
| Spirit in their Prayers, from this Promiſe; 

but if you think ic ſtill in Force, then 
your Sons and-your Daughters, and your 
Servants and Handmaids, who are expreſly 
mentioned in the Promiſe; have more 
Right and Title to it than your Miniſters ; 
buc ſince they find no Benefit by it, it is 


- in vain for others to expect it. As to 
Chriſt. 
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Chriſt: himſelf, the Diſciples gave him a 
fair Opportunity to declare his Mind in 
this Matter; for, as he was praying in a 
certain Place, when he ceaſed, one of his 
Diſciples ſaid unto him, Lord, teach us to 
pray; if then it had been his Mind and 
Intention, that his Followers / ſhould” be 
guided by the Spirit in their Prayers, he 
would certainly have told them ſo much, 
in Anſwer to this Queſtion; but it was ſo 
far from that, as that he commanded them 
to uſe a Form when they prayed, and 
taught them a Form, and enjoined them 
to ſay the very Words of it; for in An- 
ſwer to their 25 0 he ſaid unto them, 
When ye pray, ſay, Our Father which art 
in Heaven, &c. Luke xi. 1/2, 3, 4. And 
at another Time, in his Sermon on the 
Mount, he taught bis Diſciples the fame 
Form, and commanded them to uſe it, ſay- 
ing, Thus therefore pray ye, Our F. ather, &c. 
for in the original Greek, the Word is Thos, 
which ſignifies 25s, or ſo; but not, after this 
Manner, as it is wrong tranſlated, Mat. vi. 
9 to 14. And in his Prayers in the Gar- 
den, He prayed the third Tine ſaying the 
- fame Words, Mat. xxvi. 44. and on the 
Croſs, his Eli, Eli, &c. was the firſt Verſe 
of the twenty con Pfalm ; and in his 
Parable of «A prodigal Son, he brings 


him in preparing the Words which he 
E 4 would 
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would fay to his Father, when he was 
reſolved to return, and ſaying the ſame 
Words which he had prepared, when he 
came to his Father, Luke xv. 18, 19, 21. 
thereby teaching us, to prepare the Words 
of our Prayers by a ſet Form, and to uſe 
the Words of our Form in our Addreſſes 
to our heavenly Father; from all which 
it ſeems plain, that Chriſt declared him- 
ſelf for ſet Forms of Prayer, both by his 
Doctrine and Example: It is true, he pro- 
miſed to his Followers, that when they 
were brought before the Tribunals af their 
Perſecutors, he would give them a Mouth 
and Wiſdom, which their Adverſaries could 
not reſiſt, and the Holy Ghoſt ſhould teach 
them what to anſwer ; and therefore bade 
them not to premeditate or prepare their 
Mords on ſuch Occaſions; but then it was 
only upon ſuch Occaſions, and when they 
were perſecuted and impriſoned, and deli- 
vered up to the Synagogues, and brought 
before Kings and Rulers for his Name 
ſake, that he promiſed ſuch Help to them; 
but not at all, in ſaying their Prayers, is 
ſuch Aſſiſtance promiſed; as three holy 
Evangeliſts do bear Witneſs, Mat. x. 17 to 
21. Mark xiii. 9 to 12. Luke xxi. 12 to 16. 
But then, St. Paul tells us, that the Spirit 
helpeth our Infirmities; for we know not 
5 what we ſhould Pray far as we ought, 
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but the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion 
for us, with Groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered, Rom. viii, 26. And this indeed ſhows 
that Chriſtians - may expect Aſſiſtance in 
their Devotions, from the Holy Spirit; 
but then it is ſuch Aſſiſtance, as makes 
ſet Forms of Prayer neceſſary, becauſe, if 
vou will believe St. Paul, the Aſſiſtance 
of the Spirit cannot be uttered; and there- 
fore there muſt be ſet Forms of proper 
Words and Expreſſions, whereby to utter 
the Deſires of the Supplicant's Soul; which 
being helped by the Spirit, to be more 

devout, ſincere, and attentive; more fer- 
vent, earneſt, and importunate; not to re- 
gard Iniquity in their Heart, but to for- 
give a Fe humbly to believe that 
God will grant what they pray for, either 
in Kind or Equivalent; the Holy Spirit, I 
ſay, being ready to help the Soul of the 
Supplicant to theſe neceſſary Qualifica- 

tions, but that in ſuch Manner as can- 
not be uttered, does ſhow the great Need 
of ſet Forms of Words and Expreſſions, 
whereby the Requeſts of the Supplicant 
may be made known unto God: And, 
farther to confirm this, that the Words 
and Expreſſions of Prayer do not come 
from the Spirit, St. Paul, in his firſt E- 
piſtle to the Corinthians, Chap. xii. does 
give a full and particular Account of . 

. the 
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the Gifts which the Holy Ghoſt- beſt ow 


upon Chriſtians ; but among them all, 
there is not one Word of the Gift of 


Prayer, or Spirit of Prayer, and the Words 


and Expreſſions of 3 and therefore 


the Prophet Hoſea, Chap, xiv. 1, 2. directs 


the Lord's People to provide themſelves 
Forms when they go to Prayer; for, what 


elſe can he mean, when he ſays, Take 
with you Words, and turn ts the _ 3 


Jay unto him, Take away all Iniguity, aud 

receive us graciouſly, ſo will we render the 
Calves of our Lips; for what more do they 
who go to pray by ſet Forms, but only 
take with them Words ? Or what can he 
mean by the Calves of our Lips, or: the 
Apoſtle by the Fruit of our Lips, Heb. 
xili. 15, but the giving Praiſe and Thanks 


and making Prayers to God, with the moſt 


* and "OO" Words that can 
deviſed ,.. and uttered; by the Lips? 
which off:hand Practle cannot poſſibly be: 

From all whieh it ſufficiently appears, that 
neither your Miniſtere, nor any one elſe, 


has any good Warrant from che Word of 


God, to expect that in the Time of Prayer, 
the Spirit ſhould ſuggeſt to them, the 
Words and Expreſſions then fitteſt to be 


uſed. With what Face therefore can ary 


etend, that the Spirit is ſtinted by ſec 


with 


ef SCHISM. 39 


with the Words and Expreſſions of divine 
Worſhip, which is all that ſet Forms take 
care of; and ſeeing ſet Forms do promote 

the Deſign of the Spirit, that God may 
be worſhipped with fuitable Expreſſions, 
as well as ſuicable- Affections: And I can- 
not think that your Miniſters are ſo igno- 
rant, as not to be ſufficiently ſenſible of 
theſe Things themſelves; but their Caſe 
ſeems to be this; they love and affect to 
be eſteemed Men of greater Abilities and 
greater Gifts than other Men; and they 
find that their beſt Way of attaining to ſuch 
Eſteem, is, to be able to talk long with- 
out Book, which filly ignorant People do 
look: upon to be a ſure big of very great 
Gifts, and more than ordinary Aſſiſtance 
of the Spirit ; and- therefore. your Mini- 
ſters do make it their Buſineſs, to ſtuff 
their Memories with as many Scripture 
Sentences as poſſibly they can; and then, 
putting on a great Stock of Confidence and 
Aſſurance, they are able, out of their Me- 
mories, to talk a long while without any 
Book, either by their way of Prayers, or 
Preachments, which makes them be high- 
ly eſteemed and admired by their filly ig- 


norant Hearers ; but then I would pray 


them to conſider, whether this Way of 
proceeding be not to love and affect the 
Praiſe of Men, more than the Praiſe of 

Ys "IN Wor "OE Pat God, 
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God, hich: is but a bad Practice, Jobn 
xii. 43. From what has been ſaid then, 
it ſufficiently appears, that ſer Forms for 
the publick Worſhip of God, are highly 
neceſſary with reſpect to your Miniſters : 
And, in the next place, it will appear, that 
theſe are no leſs neceſſary with reſpect to 
the People; for the People are often cal- 
led upon to worſhip ( God in publick as well 
as in private; thus in P/alm xcv. 1, 2, 6. 
O come let us fing unto the Lord, let us make 
a joyful Noiſe fo the Rock of our Salvation; 
let us come before his Preſence with Thankf. 
iving, and make a joyful Noiſe unto him 
with Pſalms. O come, let us worſhip and 
bow down, let us knee before the Lord our 
Maker. Pfalm xcvi. 7, 8, g. Give unto the 
Tord, O ye Kindreds of the People, give un- 
70 the Lord, Glory and Strength ; give unto 4 
the Lord, be Glory due unto tis Name ; 
bring an Offering, and come into bis Courts ; 
O worſhip the Lord in the Beauty of Holi- 
neſs. Pſalm c. 4. Enter into his Gates' with 
Thankſgiving, and into his Courts with 
Praiſe; be thankful unto bim, and bleſs bis 
Name. Pſalm xxix. 9. In his Temple doth. 
every one Speak of his Glory. Tia. Ivi. 7. 
His Houſe is. to be called an Houfe of Prayer 
for all People. And many other Texts of 
Scripture do. prove, that the People ought. 


to * God in — as well as pri- 
| vate; 
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vate; and though there had been no di- 


vine Precept to this Purpoſe, yet even 
common Senſe and Reaſon do ſhow. this 


to be the Duty of the People; for has 


not every one of the People as precious 
a Soul to be ſaved as the Miniſter has? 
Has not every one of'them a Mouth, and 


a Tongue, and the Faculty of Speech given 
him, and that, as for other Uſes, ſo chiefly 


that therewith he may worſhip God both in 
publick and private? And 1s not every one 
of the People God's Creature, that depends 
upon him for all the good Things he ex- 


pects in this Life, and for Mercy and Par- 


don, and Salvation in the Life to come? 


Is it not all the Reaſon in the World, 


therefore, that every one of the People 
ſhould uſe his own Mouth, and Tongue, 


and Speech, and Voice, and exert the beſt 


Faculties of his 'Soul and Body, in giving 
Thanks, and Praiſe, and Honour, and 
Glory, with Bleſſing and Worſhip, unto 
his great Creator and moſt merciful hea- 


venly Father, and all this in publick Aſ- 


ſemblies, as well as in Cloſets ? Bur then 


how can the People thus worſhip God in 


the publick Aſſemblies, without a Liturgy, 
or ſet Form, to be a Rule and Guide to 
them, in going through all the ſeveral 
Parts of Divine Worſhip? If they have no 
ſer Form to guide them, one will ſay what 

nn 
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he thinks beſt, and another what he thinks 
beſt, and every one what he thinks beſt; 
and fo they all would confound one an- 
other by ſaying different and diverſe Things, 
and ſo there would be as great Confuſion 
among them; as could poſſibly be at Babel 
itſelf ; but then this would be highly diſ- 
pleaſing to God, who is not the Author 
of Confuſion, but of Peace, as in all the 
Churches of the Saints, and has given 
Commandment that all the ſeveral — 
of his Worſhip. be done and performed 
decently and in Order, 1 Cor. xiv. 43, —4 
Seeing therefore it is certainly the Dur 
of the People to worſhip God in - 
as well as in private; and ſeeing they can- 
not poſſibly do ſo in right Manner, with- 
out a Liturgy or ſet Form, to guide and 
direct them therein; it evidently follows, 
that a Liturgy of ſet Form of Prayers and 
Praiſes, &c. is abſolutely neceſſary, in or- 
der to this, that the People may perform 
the ſolemn Worſhip of God, in their pub- 
lick Afemblies, decently and. in Order ; 
nor can it be enough, that your People do 
in their Minds, join with your Miniſter in 
the Worſhip he performs, becauſe a dumb 
Man, if he be not deaf alſo, might do all 
that ; and becauſe, if your People perform 
the publick Worſhip of God, 'only by a 


"0 ty, they muſt expect to be rewarded 
accord- 
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accordingly; and with what Pack can they 
appear before their Judge at the (laſt Day, 
who can ſpeak apace on all other Oc- 
cafions, but are filent in the Worſhip of 
their good God ? They may as well 2 
yp Ears when the Word of God is read 
or preached, as be ſilent when che Wor- 
Ghip of God is to be -performed ; for as 
the former would ſhow, that they lighted 
the Word of God, and defired no Edifi- 
cation thereby, ſo the latter would ſhow, 
that they {lighted the Worſhip of God, as 
a Thing they are fo little concerned in, 
as that they might leave it to another, to 
be performed as he pleaſes ; and this Prac- 
tice, tho' bad enough, ſeems to abound 
am you Diſſenters; for ye come to 
your Aſſemblies with itching, as well as 
open Ears; but all ſo ſilent, as if you had 
no Mouth among you but only your Mi- 
niſter's. But not fo, ſay you, for we ſing 
Phalms ; but you will not fing, nor ſay, 
Glory to the eternal Trinity in the ever 
bleſſed God, though that is certainly the 
bonnden Duty of all, who believe a Tri- 
nity of Perſonas in che one Godhead; and 
as to the Pſalms you fing, they are only 
Rhymes or Verſes, made partly to the 
Senſe and Meaning of the Pſalms, bur are 


not the Ions themſelves, nor the true 


Word of God, and therefore muſt be the 
meaneſt 
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meaneſt Part of God's Worſhip, not wor⸗ 
thy of his Acceptance from ſuch as give 
him no more. But you ſay, you cannot 
like ſet Forms of Prayers, to hear the 
fame Words over and over again every 
Day, but you like the Prayers of your 
Miniſter, though they be only ſuch as he 
can make off-hand; but, pray, are not 
ou the ſame Perſons who come to wor- 
ſhip the ſame God every Day ? and don't 
you. ſtand in Need of the ſame Favours 
and Mercies from him every Day? and 
are not the ſame Words ſufficient and 
ſuitable enough ro be in the Mouths of 
the ſame Perſons, who come to beg the 
ſame Favours from the ſame God every 
Day? eſpecially if the Words of the ſet 
Form have been before choſen, and fer 
in order, and approved, by ſeveral as wiſe, 
and able, and pious; and learned Men, 
as any there are among you; and ſurely, 
Words ſo well choſen by wiſe and good 
Men, are far more likely to -be accept- 
able to a wiſe and good God, than the 
off- hand Talk of your Miniſter ; for to 
think otherwiſe, would ſuppoſe God to be 
a Perſon. of itching Ears like yourſelves, 
a Thing unworthy- of his divine Majeſty, 
who having blamed it in Men, 2 Tim. 
iv. 3. is doubtleſs far from it himſelf; 
and if Prayers made by a ſet Form, are 
N | TIT doubt- 
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| Gvubtleſs. more pleaſing to God, than off- 
hand Prayers can poſſibly be, then your 
_—_ le ought. to like beſt what is likely 
5 God beſt, if they would ſhow : 
2222 to be his dutiful Servants: Let 
all theſe Things then be well confidered, 
and your Doubts of the Neceflity of fer — 
Forms for the publick Worſhip of God, 
will vaniſh away, both as to Miniſter and 
People ; and even as to private Prayers, 
it is certainly the beſt, and fafeſt, and 
ſureſt way, to uſe ſet Forms of Prayer ; 
becauſe the Expreſſions, by which we 
make our Requeſts known unto, God, 
ſhould, certainly be the beſt choſen, and 
beſt ordered Words that .we can poſlibly 
deviſe; for if there be in our Prayers any 
undecent Expreſſion, or any Sentence ut- 
tered raſhly, or at random, which we 1 
might have prevented by uſing a ſet 1 
Form, we may juſtly expect that God | 
will be as much diſpleaſed with our Pray- 
ers, as he was of old with the blind and 
lame Sacrifices; ſee Malachi, Chap. i. 
And fince ſet Forms are certainly neceſ- 
ſary for the right Performance of our 
Devotions, both in private and publick; 
for your private Prayers I recommend to | 
you the devotional Part of that excellent _— 
Book, called The Whole Duty of Man:; 
wherein you will find as good Forms of 
F | Prayer 
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Prayer as any Chriſtian needs deſire to 
uſe in private, and that for all Occaſions, 
both of Health or Sickneſs: And for the 


The CURE, c. 


publick Worſhip of God, 1 recommend 
to your Uſe the Liturgy of the Church 


2 England whereby not only the Word 
of God is appointed to be duly read, for 


the Benefit of thoſe who cannot, or have 
not Leiſure to read it; the Sacraments 
are duly adminiſtred, and other ſpecial 
Offices are rightly performed; but alſo God 
is duly praiſed. with Pſalms, and Hymins, 
and Spiritual Songs, and is alſo duly 


. worſhipped, with Confeflion of Sins and 
Deprecation of his Wrath, Conil font of 


Faith, and with excellent Prayers for all 


Things needful both for our Souls and 
Bodies, Interceſſions and Thankſgivings; 


and all in ſuch good Order, as — both 


Miniſter and People may join heartily in 


the ſolemn Worſhip of God, with all due 
Decency. and Order; and ſome Parts of 


this Worſhip may be firly uſed in Fa- 
mily Devotiohs : Wherefore I could hear- 


tily with, that ye would all uſe the Li- 
turgy of the Church of England, for the 
publick Worſhip of : Almighty God, until 
ſuch Time, at leaſt, as you ſhall be ſure 
that you have provided a better Liturgy 


of 825 own compoſing. 


REVIEW 


of ſeveral 


Doerxixxs at TexETs 


| DISSENTERS 


; HUS, Gaither Diſſenters 921 
ing endeavoured to ſer you right, 
as to your Miniſters, and your 
divine Worſhip; I come now to conſider 
ſome of your peculiar Doctrines, ſeveral 
of which TD, to me, very unaccount- 
able. | | : 


| Of Univerſal Predeſtination. 


ND. che firſt I ſhall take Notice of, 
is that ſhocking Propoſition in your 
Carthif, viz. That God bath fore-or- 
dained, for his own Glory, whatſoever comes 


E L. 1 was in Hopes you would have 
| F | expreſſed 


— —— — ——2— — H— 


3 


: a it Pn ee comes to "1 
that has no Sin, or moral Evil in it; but 
ſeeing you have made no ſuch Exception, 
this plainly ſhows that you teach and af- 
firm, that God is the firſt Author and 
Cauſe of all the Sins and Wickedneſs that 

comes to paſs in the World; which is 
enough to make the Heart ake, and both 

the Ears to tingle, of every Chriſtian that 
=. hears it. I cannot find in Scripture, that 
mW. God hath decreed al ſuch Things as. have 

#4 no Sin in them; but as to ſinful Things, 

certainly they could never be decreed by 
him ; for he is not a God that hath Plea- 
ſure in Wickedneſs, neither ſhall Evil 

: dwell with him, bot. he hates all Workers 

of Iniquity, P/alm v. 4, 5, And has not 
| God expreſsly prohibited, by his Laws, 

| every Thing that has any moral Evil in 
it, and even ſome Things that has none? 
And is not every Sin a Tranſgreſſion of 
ſome one of his Laws? How can it be 
_ poſſible then, that he ſhould have decreed 
ſuch Things to be done, as he has ſo ex- 

, preſvly forbidden, and that under no leſs 
Penalty than everlaſting Puniſhment? And 
would it not be the Height of Injuſtice, 
or rather moſt cruel Tyranny, to condemn 
his own Creatures to everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment, only for doing thoſe evil Deeds 

_ = which himſelf had ordained to be done by 

1 8 * them? 
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them? If ic was true, that God has decreed 
whatever comes to paſs, and yet has made 
Laws to puniſh eternally all impenitent 
Tranſgreſſors of his Law, then he muſt 
have a ſecret Will, directly contrary to 
his revealed Will; and by his ſecret Will 
he compels his poor Creatures to run in- 
to Wickedneſs, and then, by his revealed 
Will, damns them eternally for tranſgreſ- 

ſing his Laws, as ſecretly he had decreed 
them to do; and ſo there would be an 
End to the Truth and juſtice, and the 
Mercy and Goodneſs of Ged; ſo that this 
Doctrine is of worſe Conſequence than the 
idolatrous Practices of the Papiſts, or even 
of the Turks and Heathens ; 5 they rob 
God of his Worſhip, and give his Glory 


to another, and his Praiſes to graven I. 


mages; but this Doctrine robs God of his 
very Nature, and deprives him of his eſ- 
ſential Properties, of infinite Holineſs, Juſ- 
tice, Goodneſs, Mercy and Truth, without 
any one of which, he can be no true God: 
It. is true, God may do what he will with 
his own Creatures; but then it is as true, 
that theſe his natural and eſſential Proper- 
ties and Perfections, do always ſo guide 
his moſt holy Will, as that he can never 
will any Thing, but what is Good and 
Holy, Juſt and Merciful ; and therefore 


could never decree any of his poor Crea- 
FT cures 
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tures t6 run into ſuch Wickedneſs as would 
make them liable to Damnation, accord- 
ing to his own Laws: If you tell your Peo- 
ple, that God has certainly decreed what- 
ever comes to paſs, will it not be natural 
to them to think, that if it be fo, then 
he was the Cauſe of the Misfortunes, 
and Lofles, and Crofles, and Diſappoint- 
ments, that have befallen us; and alſo of 
the Sins we have committed; and ſo they 
will charge God with their Misfortunes and 
their Sins, and think they need not repent 
of what was done by the Force of his 
irreſiſtible Decree ? But you ſay, you do 
nat allow of all the Conſequences of this 
Doctrine; and I ſay, had you not better 
never to teach any Doctrine that has ſuch 
intolerable Conſequences, and ſo greatly 
diſhonourable to your Moſt Holy God? Of 
all which Conſequences, though perhaps 
you may not allow, yet natural and ne- 
ceſſary Conſequences will follow, whether 
£ you allow them or not; and both God and 
Men may juſtly charge you with all the 
 _ Conſequences of a Doctrine, which you 
_ eſpouſe ſo earneſtly, and defend ſo zealouſ- 
ly ; eſpecially when ye ſee the abſurd 
_ Conſequences, and yet will not abandon 
the blaſphemous Doctrine whence they 
follow. But you ſay, God decrees the ma- 
terial Part of an evil Action, but not the 
N 5 formal 
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5 Ds of it; but if the Action be 
done, then the formal Part comes to paſs as 
well as the material, and ſo muſt be decreed, 


if all that comes to paſs be ſo: For either 
the formal Part is ſomething, or nothing: 


If it be ſomething, then it comes to paſs, 
and ſo muſt have been decreed; but if it 
be nothing, then God is angry for nothing, 5 
and if Devils and evil Men be damned, it 


is for nothing, which would be moſt ab-. 


ſurd. But you ſay, God knows all Things 
certainly, and how could his Knowledge 
be certain, unleſs he has decreed all Things? 

To which I anſwer, that God has all Things 
always before his all-ſceing Eye, and there- 
fore cannot but know all Things; he ſees 
chrough all the Connexion of ſecond Cauſes, 
and what Effects they will produce; and 
tho' the Effects be accidental to us, yet he 
ſees what will fall out, tho it be acciden- 
tally to us; and by his Providence over 
the World, he orders moſt Things to be 
done for the preſent; and ſo by virtue of 
his Omniſciency and his divine Providence, 
his Knowledge of all Things is certain, 
without their being decreed: But ſince you 
ſeem to lay ſome Streſs upon this, that the 
Decrees of God keep Pace with his Know- 
ledge, I will give you two or three In- 
ſtances out of Scripture to the contrary; 


now, I ſuppoſe, you will allow, that what 


1 never 
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never . nor never will come to paſs, 
was not decreed ; and yet God's Know- 
ledge reaches ſuch Things. Thus he knew, 
that if David had ſtaid in Keilab, the 
People would have delivered him up to 
Saul, 1 Sam. xxiii. 12. but this never was 
done, nor never will be done, and ſo could 
not be decreed, and yet God knew it: 
Again, God knew, that if the mighty 
Works that were done in Chorazin and 
Beth/aida, had been done in Fyre and Si- 
don, they would have repented long ago, 
in Sackcloth and Aſhes; but this never 
was done, nor never will be done, and 
therefore could not be decreed, and yet 
- God knewit: Again, he knew, that if 
| the mighty Works that were done in Ca- 
pernaum, had been done in Sodom, it would 
have remained until the Time that Chriſt 
was on Earth; but this never was done, 
| nor never will be done, and ſo could not 
= be decreed, and yet God knew it, Mat. xi. 
20 to 25. Theſe then are three remark- 
4 able Inſtances, wherein God's Knowledge 
was certain in Things not decreed ; and 
three ſuch Inſtances are ſufficient to prove, 
that there is no need of Decrees, to make 
God's Knowledge of Things certain; his 
Knowledge is infinite, for all T blog: are 
naked and open to the Eyes of him with 
whom we have to do, Heb. iv. 13. but 
T4 his 
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his Deerees ſeem to be but a few; for if 
you except the Death of Chriſt, the Re- 


ward appointed for the Good, and the 2 


- Puniſhment for the Wicked, almoſt all o- 
ther Things may be fairly accounted for, 
by the good Providence of God, and his 
immediate Directions, in his wiſe and un- 
Interrupted Government of the World ; 
and one might as well ſay, that the Parts 
of a Triangle are equal in Number with 
the Sand on the Sea-ſhore, as that the De- 


erees of God are of equal Extent with his 


Knowledge: Nor is it ſaid any where in 
Scripture, that God hath decreed all Things, 
only you infer it by Way of Conſequence, 
from a few Texts; and even theſe Texts 
are pregnant with a better Interpretation 


than that you give them; as for Inſtance, 


that of Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord bath made 
all Things for himſelf, yea, even the Wicked 
for the Day of Evil; the Word Made, does 
often in Scripture ſignify appointed; as, 
Who made me a Fudge? and, that Servant 
whom his Lord has made Ruler of his Houſe ; 
and ſo the right Interpretation of this Text 
is this; The Lord hath appointed all Things 
e ſet forth his Glory, and. hath appointed 
that the Wicked ſhall come to the Day of 
Evil, i. e. the Day of Fudgment ; which 
will be a Day of Evil to them, becauſe 
they ſhall then be condemned to everlaſt- 
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ing Puniſhment. ' This Interpretation is 


: agreeable to the Majeſty of God, and the 


Declarations of his Will in other. Places 


of Scripture, and therefore is the right 


Interpretation of this Text. And the like 
Interpretation might be given of the other 
Texts, from which you infer this infamous 


Doctrine; which you infer, not by natural 
and neceſſary Conſequence, but, by ſtrain- 


ing and wreſting the Word of God; for 
ſuch an Interpretation of any Text or | 


Texts, as reflects upon God, and implies 
bim to have acted contrary to any of his 


eſſential Perfections, of Juſtice, Holineſs, 
Goodneſs, Mercy and Truth; ſuch an In- 
terpretation, I ſay, can never be rightly 
and truly inferred from God's Word, with- 
out Mens ſtraining and wreſting the ſame 
to their own Condemnation : And ſuppoſ- 

ing that theſe very Words had been ſer 
down in Holy Scripture, viz. God hath cer- 
tainly decreed whatſoever comes to paſs; yet, 
my Love of God would have conſtrain'd 
me to underſtand it only of whatſoever 
Good comes to paſs, and whatſoever has 


no Sin, or moral Evil in it; and I hope 


your Love of God is as great as mine; 
and that therefore, ye will all for ever re- 
ject, abandon, and abhor this Doctrine, 


which iS | CEN the moſt abſurd, falſe, 
| blaſ- 


nee  2n 
pl afphemous, and diſhonourable to God, 


that ever was profeſſed among Chriſtians. 


of Election and Reprobation. 
] Suppoſe your Doctrine is in ſhort thus; 


That God has choſen a certain Number 


Mankind to be ſaved, and that he ſent 
his Son Chriſt to be a Saviour to them, 
and to none elſe; and that he has decreed 
all the reſt of Mankind to Damnation. 


But ſurely no Barbarian or Heathen was 


ever ſo exceeding partial to his own Off- 
ſpring, as to be ſo exceſſive kind to one 


arr of them, and to be ſo exceſſively cruel, 


to the other Part; and fince you read the 
Scriprures frequently, I cannot but won- 
der how you could receive a Doctrine fo 


directly contrary to the expreſs Word of | 


God in many Places; for we are therein 
told, that the Lord is good to all, and his 
tender Mercies are over all bis Works, 
P/al. cxlv. 9. that he will have all Men 
to be ſaved, and come to the Knowledge 
of the Truth, I Tim. ii. 4. and that he is 
not willing that any ſhould periſh, buc 
that all ſhould come to Repentance, 2 Per. 
ili. 9. and that the living God is the Savi- 
our of all Men, ſpecially of thoſe thar be- 


lieve, 1 Tim. iv. 10. But you ſay, that 
theſe are only . to the revealed 


8 Will 
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Will of his good Pleaſure, but that the 
ſecret Will of his Decree is directly con- 
trary, and for the Salvation only of ſome ; 
but then, if the Will of his Decree be ſe- 


cret, how came you to know it? Or, if 


you know it, then others may know it as 
well as you, and then it is not ſecret; 
but if it be really ſecret, as you ſay, then 

vou know nothing of the Matter, but are 


ſo imple as to pretend to know what you 
Know nothing of: But then, if God has a 


revealed Will, and a ſecret Will, contrary 


to one another, will not that prove, that 
God is the greateſt Diſſembler, and the 


greateſt Hypocrite in the whole World, to 
95 publickly that he would have all 


to be ſaved, when at the ſame Time 
he has decreed, perhaps; one half of them 


to Damnation: But certainly ſuch baſe 


Diſſimulation could never enter into the 


Mind of the God of Truth; but his re- 


vealed Will is his true and only Will; and 
as a full Proof of this, he has ſent hs Son 
to be a Saviour, not to a choſen certain 
Number, but to all Mankind; For God ſo 
loved the World, that he gave bis only Be- 

gotten, that whoſoever erb; in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life, John 
111. 16. and, Chrift is indeed the Saviour of 
the World, John iv. 42. And the ſame A- 


LIN ſays, That we have ſeen, and do teſ- 
| . 
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| tify, that the Father ſent the Son to be the 
Saviour of the World, 1 John iv. 14. and, 
CO is the Propitiation not only for our 

Sins, buf alſo of the whole World, 1 John 
ii. 2. And be gave himſelf a Ranſom for 
'all, which is 10 be teſtified in due Time, 
1 Tim. ii. 6, It's true, God often ſpeaks | 
of his Ele, and his choſen People; but 
theſe: are not the only Perſons that are to 

be ſaved ; but only ſuch as believe and 
embrace the Revelations of his Will, which 
he is pleaſed to make to Mankind, from 
Time to Time: Thus the Thraclites were 
called his Elect and choſen People, vhilſt 
they adhered to the Law of Mofes ; and 
now, Chriſtians,” who- believe in Chriſt, 
and embrace his Goſpel,” are called his E- 
le& and choſen People: And becauſe God 
intended, before he made the World, to 
ſend Chriſt to be a Saviour to Mankind, 
therefore ſuch as believe the Goſpel, are 
ſaid to be choſen in him before the Foun- 
dation of the World, Epb. i. 4. But yet, 
if any of them ſhall fall away to Idolatry, 
or other wicked Practices, their being cal- 
led. Elect will not fave them; for when the 
ten Tribes fell away to Idolatry, and other 1 
evil Deeds, they were ſo far from being 4 
ſaved, as being his choſen People, as that | 
God did ſcatter them through the World 
in ſuch Manner, as that ſcarce any Man 


alive 
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alive knows what is become 1 them; and 
the reſt of the 1/-aelites,: when they. re Y 
jected the Gol pel, were ſerved much ne 
the ſame. ne and the Eaſtern Chriſ- 
tian Church ſeems to haye had much the 
fame Fate, and upon ſuch like Accounts: 
So that it is not the being called God E. 
ll and Choſen, that will fave People, but 
there having a Share in Chriſt's Merits, 
through their ſound Faith and godly Life; 
for, when the Righteous turneth away from 
bis Righteouſneſs, and committeth Iniquity, 
and dieth in them ; for bis Iniguity that be 
bath done ſhall be die, Ezek. xviii. 26. And 
Chriſt tells us, that he will command all 
that work Iniquity to depart from him, 
even though they had been ſo certainly of 
his choſen 8 as to be able to pro- 
pheſy, and (caſt out Devils, and to do 
many wonderful Works in his Name, Mar. 
vii. 22, 23. Wherefore St. Peter exhorts 
even the Elect, to give Diligence to make 
. their Calling and Blfion = by adding 
10 their Barth, Virtue, Knowledge, Tempe- 
rance, Patience, Godlineſs, Brotherly Kind- 
neſs, and Charity, 2 Pet. i. 5 to 12. which 
plainly ſhows,” that Salvation is not made 
lure by God's Election, until it be corro- 
borated by Mens own pious Endeavours, 
and confirmed by Chriſt's final Approba- 


# tion: And as ſome of the Choſen my 
| | a1 
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fait + Salvation, even ſo ſeveral of the 


Wicked may be ſaved, if they will for- 


ſake their evil Ways and truly turn to 
God: The Love of God, through the Me- 
rits of Chriſt, is ſo great to all Mankind, 
as that he will never reject a true peni- 
tent Believer, though he has been wicked; 
but will have Mercy upon him, tho' per- 
haps abate ſome of his Reward, becauſe he 

delighted in Wickedneſs ſo long; for h 
confeſſeth and forſaterb his Sins ſhall baue 


Mercy, Prov. xxviii. 13. and, when be 


wicked Man turneth away from his Wicked- 
neſs that he hath committed, and doth that 
which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſave his 
Soul alive, Ezek. xviii. 27. And therefore 
another Prophet exhorts, ſaying, Let the 
Withed fur ſale his Way, and the Unrighteous 
Man his Thoughts, and let bim return unto 


15 ibe Lord, and be will have Mercy upon him, 


' 


und t0/'our God, for he will abundantiy par- 
aon, Iſa. lv. 7. And Chriſt, by his Parable 
of the prodigal Son, repreſents the Elect 
by the elder Son, and the Wicked by the 
younger Son; and by the kind Reception 
that the youngeſt Son met with from his 
Father, when he returned again from his 
| prodigal Proceedings, Chriſt aſſures us, 
that even the Wicked ſhall meet with 
Mercy from our heavenly Father, when 
they truly turn to him; and further aſſures 

us, 
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vs; that there is Joy in Heaven over one 


Sinner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and nine juſt Perſons which need 


no Repentance, Luke, Chap. xv. From all 


which it appears, that God is ready and 


willing to fave the Wicked as well as the 
Godly,” if they will but return to their 


Duty, before they be hardened in Wick- 


edneſs through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; 


and he is ſo far from having decreed any 
of Mankind to Damnation, excepting thoſe 
who die in obſtinate Wickedneſs, as that he 
is grieved, and much concerned for the 
Loſs of even the obſtinately Wicked: Thus 
when Chriſt ſaw the Obſtinacy - of the 


Fews, who would not believe in him, not- 


withſtanding his moſt excellent Doctrine, 
and moſt wonderful Miracles, it is ſaid, 
that he looked round about on them with 
Anger, being grieved for the Hardneſs of 
their Hearts, Marg iii. 7. And when the 
Tfraelites grew obſtinate in their Revolt, 
God lamented for them, ſaying, How /hall 
T give thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall J de- 
liver thee, Iſrael? ' How ſhall J make thee 
as Admah? Ho ſhall J ſet thee as Zeboim ? 
Mine Heart is turned within me, my Re- 
pentings are kindled together, Hol. xi. 8. 
And another Prophet tells, that God hath 
declared in the moſt ſolemn Manner, that he 
| does not deſire the Ruin, even of the moſt 


Wicked, 


of BCH 18 M. 


ſaying, Say unto them, As I live, faith the 
Lord God, 1 have n Pleaſure in the Death 


of the” Wicked, but that the Wicked turn 


from his Wi and live: Turn ye, Hirn' ye 
From your evil Ways; 
Houſe of Trae}? Exzek. xxxiil. tt. 'Now, if 
God had decreed the Death of the Wick- 
ed, he woüld certainly Have had Pleaſure 
in the Execution of his bwh Decree; but 


ſeeing he affutes us in ſo ſslemn 4 Mah 


ner, that he-has no Pleaſure in the Death 
of the Wicked; that makes it. moſt certain; 
that he never did decree the Death of the 
Wicked, but only in ſüch Caſes; where 
their obſtinate Palrrataneen in Wickedneſs 
made their Damnation both juſt and rea 
quiſite. But, perhaps, you will ſay, as 
ſome of you have ſaid to myſelf; If God 


be ſo fond of all Mankind, "why does he 


not compel them all to be good, ſince he 

could cafily do it if he pleaſes? I anſwer, 
No; becauſe he is infinitely Juſt, ag well 
as Mercif6l, and therefore will. deal juſtly 


with his Creatures? as well as mereifully: 


Now, if he ſhould compel any Man to 
be wicked, bis Juſtice could not allow 
that Man to be puniſhed; becauſe in that 
Caſe his Wickedneſs was the Effect of 


Compulſion, rather than his own Choice; 


and in like Manner, if God ſhould com- 
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for why- will ye die, O 
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de the Effect of 
"his own Choice; * therefore God uſes 
5 all Proper Means to 


1 —— or 1 as Occaſion ſhall be given. 


Pardon for them; hut then, ſince the Sins 
of Mankind were almoſt infinite in Num- 
Mankind were never able to give, Chriſt's 


nary Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, t 
ſul King pays 


˙᷑hlUPꝰ ” Ts 
pel any Man 40 be good; his Juſtice could ; 
not allow chat Man to be.rewarded, be- 


cauſe his Goodneſs, in that Caſe, would 
ulfion rather than 


perſuade Men to be 
but he forbears Compulſion, that ſo 
may {ill be at Liberty, to re- 


But you lay, that if Chriſt died for all 


Men, then all ſhall be ſaved, or elſe he 


is diſappointed in his Deſign, which would 


be moſt abſurd: I anſwer, Not ſo; for all 


the Satisfaction that Men could give for 


their Offences, was to be. ſorry, and beg 


ber, and all againſt the infinite Majeſty of 
Gad; his x required a Satisfaction of 
infinite Value and Merit ; the which fince 


Defign was only, to give fuch Satisfaction to 


God, in the ſtead of Mankind, fines they were 


not able to give it themſelves; but yet, at 
the ſame time, no ways to exempt them 
from ſuch Duty to God, as, by the ordi- 
hey might 
be able to perform. If a good and bounti- 
a Ranſom for. ſome hun- 
dreds of his Subjects that are in Slavery 
abroad, becauſe they were no wiſe able to 
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pay it themſelves, and brings them home 
ro their own Habitations and Relations; 
he may very reaſonably expect, that they 
will behave themſelves '{o as becomes du- 
tiful Subjects to ſo kind a Sovereign; but 
if, inſtead of that, they ſhall act contrary to 
the Laws of the Land, and ſtir up Tu- 
mules and Rebellion againſt ſo kind a King, 
in that Caſe, the Juſtice of his Government, 
and the Safety of his other Subjects, will 
oblige him to puniſh and ſuppreſs theſe ſo 
ungrateful Wrerehes, notwithſtanding his 
Having paid a Ranſom for them: And in 
like Manner, although Chriſt his given to 
divine Juſtice a Satisfaction of infinite Me- 
rit, for the Sins of all Mankind; yet he 
has not thereby allowed them Liberty to 
run willingly into Sin, but rather by do- 
ing ſe great Things for them, which they 
were no ways able to do themſelves, he 
expects that they will be the more care- 
ful te behave themſelves, in all Reſpects, 
as becomes Creatures to their Creator, and 
Servants to their great Lord and Maſter, 
by believing in him, obeying his Will, as 
it is or ſhall be made known to them from 
time ta time, and repenting truly for their 
Diſobedience; and if they continue to do 
ſo unto their Lives End, through the Aid ef 
Divine Grace, which will never be want- 
ing to them in the Performance of theſe 
7 8 G 2 Things, 
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bz oe hings, then the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
3 his Sen ſhall, cleanſe them from all Sin: 

ü But if, inſtead of theſe, they ſhall run into 
Infidelity, and be ruled by their own Luſts 
and Paſſions, and worldly Intereſts, rather 

| than the Will of God made known to 
| them, and be ſo far from repenting ſome 
Time before their Death, as to perſevere . 
in their Wickedneſs unto their Lives End; 
then the Bleod of Jeſus Chriſt, which was 
ſhed for them, will cry to God for Ven- 
geanee upon ſuch ungrateful Wretches, that 
have made themſelves incapable of Salva- 
tion through their Wickedneſs; and God, 
Who ſo loved them, as to give his own Son 
to die for then, will, in point of Juſtice, 
be obliged to ſubject them to the Penalty 
of Rebellion aint him, which is no leſs 
than everlaſting Puniſhmenc in the Fire 
that never ſhall be quenched. Ye ſec then, 
that Chriſt will no ways be diſappointed 
of his Deſign in dying for all, though all 
be not ſaved. But you ſay, chat theſe ge- 
neral Expreſſions in Scripture, vis. of tbe 
whole World, and all Men, do not fignify, 
all of all Sorts, but only "ſome Fall Sorts: 
Well then, it ſeems, Chriſt died for ſome 
Fews and Gentiles, ſome Turks and Tartars, 
ſome Mabometans and Indians, ſome Chi- 
neſe and Arabions, ſome Ethiopians and 
; n, ſome Pop * and de ; 
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but I was in hopes that all of one Sort had 


been chofen, namely, your own ſweet ſelyes, 
Predęſtinarians, who pretend to be ſo inti- 
mate with God, as that you can tell whar 
he has done from all Eternity, better, or 
at leaſt in more ample Manner than he 
has done himſelf: But, it ſeems, only ſome 
of every Sort, and ſo but ſome of you 
are choſen; but then, if ſome of all Sores, 
why not ſome Oliverian Ranters and Re- 
bels, ſome Thieves and Robbers, and ſome 
Whores and Rogues too ? Ye ſee then, that 
if there was any Truth in your Diſtinction, 
thoſe for whom Chriſt died, would be one 
of the moſt contemptible Medlies that ever 
was ſeen on the Face of God's Earth; but 
you find theſe ſilly Diſtinctions in fome 
Dutch Syſtem of Divinity, which y 
Teachers ſtudy moſt. of all, and Ark 
them Oracles of Truth, chough others can 
fee Miſtakes and Errors in almoſt every 
Sheet, unleſs, perhaps, when they write 
againſt Papiſts; inſomuch that by the Help 
of one of their Diſtinctions, you can ſome- 
times award the Force of half a Dozen 
Texts of Scripture, with one Fillip ; but if 
you were as throughly verſed in the Word 
of God, and the Writings of the Fathers 
of the firſt four Centuries, as ye are in 
Dutch Syſtems, ye would not only have 


faved me the Trouble of writing this, but 
G 3 been 
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been ready, if there was Occaſion, to write 
a better of your own, upon the ſame Sub- 
ject. But then you fay, if Chriſt died for 
all Men, how comes it to paſs that ſo ma- 
ny are left without the Light of the Goſ- 
pel? To which I anſwer, that they have 
the Light and Law of Nature to be their 
Guide; for St. Paul tells us, that Sin is not 
imputed where there is no Law, Rom. v. 13. 
But Sin was imputed before the Law b 
Moſes was made known, and was the Cauſe 
of the Death of Mankind from Adam to 
Moſes, ver. 14. and therefore there muſt 
be a Law in the World, before Moſess Law, 
which could be no ether but the Light 
and Law of Nature, there having been no 
Syſtem of Laws committed to Writing, and 
publiſhed to the World, before Moſes's Law; 
and this Light and Law of Nature, is fo 
ood a Guide, as that by it, St. Paul tells 
us, the invifible Things of God, from the 
Creation of the World, are clearly ſeen, 
being underſtood by the Things that are 
made, even his eternal Power and God- 
head; ſo that they are without Excuſe, 
Rom. 1. 20, And again, that the Gentiles 
which have not the Law, do by Nature 
the Things contained in the Law; theſe 
baving not the Law, are a Law unto them- 
ſelves, which ſhew the Work of the Law 
written in their Hearts, their Conſcience 
— bearing 
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bearing Witneſs with them, and their 
Thoughts mean while accuſing, or elſe ex- 
cuſing one another, in the Day when God 
ſhall judge che . of Men by Jeſus 
Chriſt, Rom. ii. 14, 15, 16. 80 that the 
Light and Law of Nature ſeems to teach 
Men ſome prime Parts of their Duty, 

and to be ſuch a Guide to their Conſei- 
ence as to enable them to ſtand a Trial 
in the Day of Judgment: But nevertheleſs, 
chis Lahe and Law of Nature is ſo far 
inferior to the Light of divine Revelations, 

as that when St. Paul compares thoſe that 
have the former, with ſuch as have the 
latter, he ſays, that the Heatbens, which 
have only the former, are Aliens from the 
common Wealth of Iſrael, and Serangera 
from the Covenants of Promiſe, having no 
Hope, and without God in the World, 
Eph. ii. 12. for though they acknowledge 
a God, yet they ſeem to have no right 
Notion * his being a Spirit ; but appre- 
bend him under ſome viſible Shapes; and 
they can haye no Hope, for Want of di- 
vine Promiſes, on which Hope is built; yet 
they, as being Creatures, may have ne juſt 
Expectations from a bountiful Creator, if 
they ſtrive to ſerve him in the beſt Manner 
that they can. But be this Light and Law 
of Nature as it will, the infinitely wiſe God 


has „ fit to give almoſt no other 
G4 * 
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Light to the greateſt Part a Mankind, 
from the Beginning of the World to this 
efent Time; and fince it is ſo, God can, 
in Juſtice, judge them by no other than 
this Light and Law of Nature; and there- 
fore, ſince Chriſt is the Propitiation for the 
Sins of the whole World, and has given 
himſelf a Ranſom for all, to be teſtified in 
due Time, this gives us a well- grounded 
Hope, that ſuch of the Heathen as ſhall 
ſtrive to live according to the Light and 
Law of Nature, which is the beſt they 
have; ſo far-as we know, ſhall have ſome 
Benefit of Chriſt's Merits and: Mediation, 
tho they never heard of him; and though 
they cannot poſlibly be capable of ſo great 
= glorious Rewards, as thoſe who are 
eſſed with divine Reyelations, and ſtrive 
to live 3 to them, yet I ſee no 
Reaſon to doubt, but that, through the Me- 
rits of Chriſt their Redeemer, they may be 
judged worthy to be admitted into ſome 
one of the many Manſions in his Father's 
Houſe, mentioned, Jobn xiv. 2. And eyen 
the moſt wicked Heathens ſhall have g 
more favourable Doom in the Day of: 1282 
ment, than thoſe who have had the 
of divine Revelations, and yet have 2 
wicked Lives; for unto whomfoever mern 
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have the moſt excellent and ſaving Light 
of the Goſpel, take care to live according 


to it, while we have it, not doubting but 


that ſuch as want it, ſhall in due Time 


have it, Mark xiii. 10. and that until chen 
they ſhall be dealt with as the Juſtice and 
Mercy of God, and the Merits of Chriſt 
ſhall require. But you ſay, what Aſſurance 


can Men have of Salvation, unleſs they be 


decreed to it? To which I anſwer, that 
though there ſhould be ſuch a Decree as 
you ſuppoſe, yet no Man, while he'lives 


in this World, can get any Aſſurance that 
bimſelf is contained in that Decree ; and - © 


therefore he can have no Aſſurance of Sal- 
vation, while he lives here, from ſuch a 


Decree, becauſe he can no wiſe know what 


is contained in a ſecret Decree; and though 


one ſhould have ſo good an Opinion of 


himſelf, as to believe that he was contain- 
414 . a | 
ed in ſuch a Decree, yet that could no 


more make him be contained in it, than 
it would make me be King of France, tho 


I ſhould be ſuch a Fool as to believe my- 
ſelf to be ſo; and therefore, your Way of 
getting Aſſurance of Salvation in this Life, 

but mere Nonſenſe: But the Aſſurance 
that good Chriſtians have of their Salva- 
tion, is built upon the faithful Promiſes 
and Declarations of God who cannot lye ; 
fo that if we fulfil che Conditions of _ 
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Promiſes, we are well afſured that God 
can be no worſe than his Word: Now 
God has promiſed and declared, that he 
that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſa- 
ved, Mark xvi. 16. and Chriſt has declared, 
that the Way to enter into eternal Life, is 
to keep theCommandments, Mat. xix. 16, 17. 
And again, by his Apoſtle, that if we re- 
pent and be converted, our Sins ſhall be 
blotted out, when the Times of Refreſh- 
ing ſhall come from the Preſence of the 
Lord, Ars iii. 19. Now theſe Conditions 
may be fulfilled by us, through the Aid 
of divine Grace; and our Lord Chriſt has 
aſſured us, that if we fincerely and fre- 
quently aſk it, our heavenly 1 ather will 
give us even the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit, Luke xi. 9 to 14. 80 then, when 
the Goſpel is preached to us, by the Aid 
of divine Grace, we may believe and be 
baptized ; and by the ſame Grace, we may 
ftrive to keep God's Commandments ; and 
when we fail in ſo doing, by. the ſame 
Grace we may repent and be converted; 
and then, according to God's Promiſes and 
Declarations, we ſhall be ſaved, and be ad- 
mitted into eternal Life, and have our Sins 
blotted out; ſo that it is but ſeeking. daily 
the Aid of divine Grace, and uſing our beſt 
Endeavours to perform our Duty, with 
the Help of that divine Aid, and Fe 
| 7 0d's 
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God's gracious Declarations make us ſure 
of Salvation: This is a rational Account 
of the Aſſurance of Salvation, and what 
80 Chriſtians may depend upon; but 
for any to think, that ſome. Men were de- 
creed to Salvation before they were in Be- 
ing, or had done Good or Evil; and yet 
that others were decreed to Damnation, 
tho in the ſame Condition and Circum- 
ſtances ; looks . more like a melancholy 
Fancy or a Dream of one that is crazed. 
or crack-brained, rather than a Thing fit- 
ting to be done by a wiſe and good God, 
or to be expected or imagined, . by any 
rational Man ; and tho' God is ſaid to har- 
den the Hearts of ſome Men, and to blind 
their Eyes, and to give them up to a re- 
probate Mind, and their own Hearts Luſts, 
and let them follow their own Imagina- 
tions; yet theſe are Things that happen 
only to ſuch Perſons, as by long Continu- 
ance in great and grievous Sins, have pro- 
voked God to caſt them off, and reſolve 
to let them periſh, and accordingly to 
with- hold the Means of Reformation from 
them, that ſo they may run headlong to 
their own Deſtruction; and this God does 
for a Terror to others, that they may not 
give ſuch Provocation to him, leſt they be 


utterly caſt off by him in like Manner; | 


much like a wiſe and good King, who 
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. when ſome of his Subjects have given great 
Offence, denies them his Protection, and 
the Liberties and Privileges of Subjects, 
and confines, or baniſhes, or cuts them off, 
for a Terror to others, that they may be- 
ware of giving ſuch Offence, leſt they 
ſuffer in like Manner; and whatever Se- 
- verities God uſes to any of Mankind, (for 

His fatherly Chaſtiſements and Scourgings 
of thoſe he loves and receives, ought not 
to be counted Severities) I ſay, whatever 
real Severities God uſes to any of Mankind, 
we may depend uporr it, that they are ow- 
ing to their own Deſerts, rather than his 
Deſires; and that if they all would be du- 
tiful and obedient to him always, he would 
always be good and merciful to them all. 
And thus, I hope I have made it fufh- 
ciently appear, that your Doctrine of E- 
tection and Reprobation muſt be moſt 
_ certainly falſe, if the Word of God be 
true; and therefore, I hope you will be ſo 
kind and juſt to yourſelves, as to reject 
_ diſown that Doctrine for ever here- 
after. TIS 
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” Suppoſe. you deny 2 F e of Will 

in Mankind, unleſs perhaps it be to 
3 Evil; but when you have conſidered 
theſe. few Things. followiews I. hope you 
will find Cauſe to be of a better Mind: 
For: firſt; Every Man finds himſelf at liber 
ty to do what he will, as to all ſuch Things 
as; be in his Power; and if he be free from 


all manner of external Coercion, he finds 


himſelf at perfect liberty to do, or not to 
do, what he liſts or likes beſt;: and that he 
may do this, or chat, or another Thing; 

or do it this, or that, or another Way; or 
chen he has reſolved to do it only thus, yet 


upon a ſecond Thought, or the Suggeſtion 


of a Friend, he ſtill Ends himſelf ac liberty 


to do it another Way, or to let it alone al- 


together, or to do ſome other Thing. Eve- 
ty Man is ſenſible of theſe Things from his 
own daily Experience; and though he be 
not ſo ready, and ſo often inclined, to do 
what is Good, as what is Evil, yet ſeve- 
ral Times he finds himſelf at liberty to 
ſay his Prayers, to read the Seriptures, to 


give an Alms, to give good Advice, to 


viſit the Sick, to keep the Sabbath - day, to 
7 — . 3 


4 


— — — 


— — a - o 
— PE 


REY — * 
_— n 
* 1 


„ 


—_— 


> >= i oe b 
r 


5 
_ I ns 
ad), ne Ae <2 


wy $20 : \ | —— — 
= = + _ = \ 
— — 8 — : 
— _ . 1 * w_ 
8 . 
* "UND ALA rr ory der SEC n — 
— — — E re OOO IEEE — = 
| : PR Y a 
* 
* * - 
5 7 
* 


4 — uu V * "1 Ma HA = {> F ans © \ = | : = 
— . 
* 5 £5 3 MY W nn *** nn 
8 Th £ N LP 4 
* 


8 F 


ſerts himſelf and 2 having 
to eat and drink, 
or Siſter, and to work or forbear working, 


be judges'ir to be well and wiſely, or 


dy, as that for any Man to deny 
would but make all others ſuſpect that he 
was beſide: himſelf, 


ſenſe; for to 


94 The CURE, 
| £0 to Church and hear the Word of God 


read and preached, and a thouſand 
good Things, which he finds himſelf free 
to do if he pleaſes. St. Peter did —— 


Ananias to — if he could, whether he 
Had not Power to ſell his Land or not, and 


to give the Price of it in Part, or in 
Whole, upon charitable Uſes, or not, 46 


he pleaſed, Afﬀts v. 4. And St. Paul  af- 
Power 


to lead about a Wife 


1 Cor. ix. 4, 5, 6. And every Man finds 
a Power in hienſelf to act, ſpeak or think, 
as he pleaſos, to reflect = conſider: [of 
what he has done, or faid; and to a _=_ 
or diſapprove of the fame; according as 


ly done or ſaid; and theſe Thin 006-40 | 


manifeſt, ' and ſo well known to every bo- 
'them, 


or not right in his 
Senſes; and chat elpecially, if you conſi- 
der, in the ſecond Place, chat if Men have 
no Free- Will, the Holy Seriptures are but 
a mere Mockery „ and 2 Jargon of Non- 
at e could it be, to 

exbort or command, to promiſe or chrea- 
ten Men, if they had no Power to do what 
Pen were exhorted or commanded to do, 


or 


of 80 HIS M. 9 
or to fulfil the Condition of the Promiſe, 


or to avoid the Danger of the Threat- 
ning? If I ſhould fay to the Table I write 
on, I exhort and command thee to be rea- 
dy at Hand when I ſhall have Occaſion to 
uſe thee, and to keep bright and clean, 
and free from Worm-holes;; and if thou 
wilt do ſo, thou - ſhalt ſtand in my Houſe 
or Parlour, and I will write Letters and 
other uſeful Things upon thee, and in Tine 
of Dinner thou ſhalt be covered with a 
Cloth, and moſt of my good Victuals and 
Drink ſhall be laid upon thee ; but if thou 
wilt not do fo, I will ſet thee out of Doors, 
till chou wither and rot, and then break 
thee in Pieces and burn thee: Now every 
one ſees, that it would be but a mere 
Mockery and Nonſenſe, to ſay ſuch Things 
to a ſenſeleſe Table; and accordingly, what 
elſe can the Scriptures be, but ſuch Mockery 
and Nonſenſe, if it be ſo, that Men have 
no more Power to hearken and obey than 
my Table has? But I hope you have more 
Regard to the Holy Scriptures, than to be- 
lieve any Thing that would turn them in- 
to ſuch nonſenſical Mockery; and that eſpe- 
cially conſidering, that if Men have no 
Free-Will to do Good, they 


ey can do no 
Good unleſs they be compelled to it, and 
then the Juſtice of God cannot allow them 
to receive any Reward; and ſo by this 


your- - > 


% 
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your ſtrange Doctrine, yon will d rig 
Men af all the Rewards promiſed in God 3 
Word, and ſo leave Men in a hopeleſs and 

ate Condition: Nor will your ſaying; 


that God will reward his own Gifts, amend 
this Matter; becauſe if there bè no Deſerts, 


neither real, nor ſuppoſed, in the Receiver, 
it is only faying; that God will give Gifts 

to his own Gifts, which would — but an 
odd ard fooliſh Performance ; for if a 
Gentleman ſhould compel a mere Fool 


o receive Five Pounds of him; and td 


lay it out ag he deſired; and then becauſe 


the Fool did what he was compelled to 
do, the Gentleman would reward him with 


an Eſtate of five hundred a Vear; that 
would make it appear that the Gentleman 
was reſolved the Fool ſhould have an E- 
_ but yet that it was given ſo fooliſhly 

and imprüdentiy, as that no ſuch Thing 


can be expected from an infinitely wiſe 


Gdd ; ſo that unleſs Men have a Free-Will 
to do Good, the Word of God -wbuld be 
but a mere Mockery, and Men could be 
capable of no — at his Hand, unleſs 
he would be ſo imprudent, and even fo un- 


juſt, as to reward Men for the Good him- 


2 had compelled them to do: I mean 
not to ſay, that Men can do good Actions 
'2 perfectly well, as to deſerve a Reward 


at Ee 3 Hand; for Mens beſt Actions 
have 


[ 


* 
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have ſo many Defects and Failings in them 
as that they 1 have fomerhing of che Nature 
of Sin in them, becauſe. not complecely 
conform to tlie Law of God ; but yet 1 


ſee no Reaſon to doubt, but chat may 
do Actions fo good, a that, through the 


Merits of Chtiſt, they ſhall be acceprable 


to an infinitely goed and merciful God; 
for he knows our Frame, and Frailty, 100 
Weakneſs; and therefore we may exped 
that, as St. Paul tells us, if there be firft 
willing Mind, it 15 accepted actording to that 


a Mani hath, and not according to that he ; 


bath not, 2 Cor. viii. 12. And accordingly; 
in the third place, we are told iff Scrip= 
ture, that even Heathens have done fore 
good Works ſo well, as that, though they 
were imperfect on ſeveral Aeon yet 


13, 14. we are told, that not the Heaters; 
but the Doers of the Law, are juſt before 
God; and that the Gentiles, which have not 


the Law, do by Nacure the Things con- 


rained in the Law; and' conſequently; b 
being Doers of the Law; they ſhall be 
. before God: And again; Acts x. 1 
to 5. Cornelius, an Officer of the Heathen 
Roman Army, is ſaid to be a devout Man, 
and one that feared God, which gave much 


| N bb to che People, and ps to God 
H alway 3 ** 


they were accepted of God; thus; n Re 
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judged to ſuch or ſuch a Puniſliment, to 
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| alway; ; and theſe his good D were ſo 
' acceptable to God, as that he ſent an An- 


gel to tell him, that his Prayers and his 
Alms were come up for a Memorial be- 
fore God, and to defire him to ſend for 


| Sc. Peter to inſtruct him in the Chriſtian 


Faith: And ſince even Heathens have 


Free- Will to do ſuch good Works, as, tho 


imperfect, yet are acceptable to God; as if 


121 appears from theſe Paſſages of 


oly ' Scripture; when your Grandfather 


| Auguſtine ſaid, that the good Works of 
( Heathens were but ſhining Sins, /þlendida 


|: - wp he ſeems to have ſaid a ſhining 
ib; and, if I miſtake not, he was for- 


merly of a better Mind, when he ſaid, 


that becauſe the Romans were juſt, God 
rewarded them with the Empire of the 


8 World; which was a ſufficient Reward for 


a many good Works, but yet ſuch as a 


juſt God would never have beſtowed upon 


—_ for ſhining Sins. But ye ſay, that 
Men are by Nature Children of Wrath, 
and are ſaid to be dead in Treſpaſſes and 


Sins, and how can they then have Free- 
Will to do good Works? To which I an- 
| ſwer, that theſe are only Phraſes and Idioms 


of the Hebrew and Greek Tongues, by 
which it is uſual for a Man that is ads, 


I be 
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be called the Son, or the Man of that pu- 
niſhment; thus when King Saul told his 

Son Fonat han, that David ſhall ſurely die, 

the Septuagint from the Hebrew expreſs it 

thus, Ih dios bras Clos, 1 Sam. xx. 31. 

that is, He is @ Child or Sen of Death; 
and when, King Solomon ſaid to Abiathar, 
_ Thou, art worthy of Death, the Septuagint 

from the Hebrew expreſs it thus, adp hani 


— 


4 gd, 1 Kings ii. 26. that is, Thu are a 
Men of Death, Fee And in 
like Manner, theſe: Exppeſſions of the Apo; 

ſtle; the Children f Wrath, fignifies, Per- 

ſors. that deſerve Wrath; and, dead in Treſ- 

Paſſes and Sins, fignifies, Perſons that deferve 

Heath for their Treſpaſſes and Sins; but no 

ways, lignifies their being ſo: dead as to be 
diſabled from, doing good Works; for the 

People of Epbeſus, in his Epiſtle to whom, 

the Apoſtle uſes theſe Expreſſions, Chap. 

ii. were zealouſly religious in their Way, 

and ſhowed more Zeal in adhering to Di- 

axa, whom they believed to be a true Dei- 
ty, than many profeſſed Chriſtians would 

do for Jeſus Chriſt; as we read, Adds xix. 

26 to the end. And by Converſation with 

Heathens at this Day, it appears, that tho 

they have not the Faith of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, becauſe of their invincible Ignorance 

of him; yet they do believe that there is 

a great God above, and that by their do- 

RA 1 2 ing 
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ing fore Sorts of Actions, he will be plea- 
"fed, fo as to reward them; and that by do- 
Aug ſome other Sorts of Actions, he will be 
ſio diſplea ſed as to puniſh them; which plain- 
4 e that they have F ree- Will to do 
- *Good, ſince they believe that God is, and is 
1 Rewarder of them that fincerely ſeek 
him; and indeed it would be very hard to 
deny Men to have Free- Will, when even 
"Devils themſelyes ſeem to have it; for 

"they Believe and tremble, Jam. fi. 19, the 

"knew, and confeſſed "Chriſt, to be the Ho 
"One of God, and the Son of God, Luke iv. 

34, 41. and they know the Holy Seri 
tures, elſe when the Devil tempted u Chin 
to throw himſelf down from a Pinnacle 
of the Temple, how could he have quoted 
"Yaſs Words that were moſt proper and 
pofice to his Purpoſe of any in all the Bi- 
"Vis, viz. the 11th and 12th Verſes of the 
xcift Plalm : Now, though the Nature of 
Men be vitiated, and the Light of Nature 
be dimmer and „ throug 1 the dire Ef- 
fects of original din; yet it ig be ſup- 
Ke to be ſo far viciared as the Nature of 
vils, becauſe they 'finned' without un ny 
external Temptation, wheteas the firſt Sin 
of Man was only by the Force of external 
Temptation; ; and therefore, fince Devils 
ſeem to have ſomething of Free- Will ſtill 
50 nns in chem, certainly Men muſt 
: I have 


2 


have much more of the ſame, eſpecially 
if they have but ſome ſmall Aſſiſtance of 
divine Grace; and I am apt to think, that 
ſuch Aſſiſtance is not wanting to any Man 
that ſincerely deſigns and intends to do 


Good, but that through the Merits of FOE 


Chriſt, the Saviour of all Men, even Heg+ 
thens may have ſome Share of divine Af. 
ſiſtance, when they intend to do Good; 
for the Lord is good unto all, and bis tender 
 Mercies are over all his Works, Palm cxlv. . 
And fince he that (ſhall bring Judgment 
unto the Gentiles, will not break a bruiſed 
Reed, nor quench a ſmoaking Flax, 1/a. 
xlii. 1, 3. and fince he is found of them 
that ſought him not, and ſaid, Behold me, 
bebald me, unto a Nation not called by his 
Name; 'J/a. Ixv. 1. and if there be firſt a 
willing Mind, it. is accepted according tg 
that a Man hath, and not according to 
that he hath not, 2 Cor. viii. 12. I fay, 
theſe ſo gracious Declarations give Reaſon 
to believe, that even Heathens are not 
wholly deſtitute of divine Aſſiſtance, and 
therefore muſt have Free-Will to do Good; 
and though they do it very imperfectly, 
yet it may be in ſome meaſure acceptable 
to a moſt merciful God. Let all theſe 
Things then be ſeriouſly conſidered, and 
then I hope you will ſee Reaſon to ac- 
| H 3 | knowledge, 


? 
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knowledge, "that your Doarins,: concern- 
ing Mens having no F R 1 
18 isCeecainly falſe,” <7: 

And no better can be ſaid of your Doc: 
trine concerning irreſiſtible Grace; for I 
As your Doctrine is, that Grace free- 
iy given may be reſiſted; but that effeQual 
Grace cannot be reſiſted: But then pray 
conſider, that effectual Grace is not the 
ſame with the Power of God, which can- 
not be reſiſted; but effectual Grace is 
ſuch Grace as is effectual, and takes Ef. 


fect in ſome, at leaſt, of thoſe to whom it 


is given; but then ſuch Grace has been, 


and may be reſiſted. Thus when St. Paul 


reached his Sermon in the midſt of Mars 
Frm then effectual Grace accompanied his 
Sermon, becauſe Dionyſus and Damaris 
und others with them did believe; and 


others defired to hear the fame again; 


but yet this effectual Grace was reſiſted by 
ſome, who mocked at St. Paul and his Ser- 
mon, Ads xvii. 22 to the end; and the 
like may be ſaid of moſt of St. Pauls 
Sermons; effectual Grace did accompany 

them ſo, as that be ſeldom preached but 
that ſome believed; when at the ſame o- 
thers did not believe: but -refiſted this ef- 
fectual Grace: And to ſay that effectual 
N was given to. ſome of the Hearers, 
but 
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but not to all, would but reflect upon 
God, as if he was partial to his own Crea- 
tures, and was not equally deſirous of their 
Salvation, contrary to his own frequent De- 
clarations, as was before ſhown ; and there- 
fore the Reaſon why ſome did not believe, 
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was not the Want of effectual Grace, bur 
What is too frequently to be found even to 


this Day, viz. becauſe ſome were ſo fond 
of their old Tenets and Opinions, and ſo 
accuſtomed to fulfil their own Luſts and 
Paſſions, as that they counted every Thing 
incredible and unworthy of their Notice, 
that would alter their Tenets, or curb their 
Luſts aud Paſſions; and this their long Cuſ- 
tom of believing erroneouſly, and doing 

wickedly, did ſo harden their Hearts, as to 

make divine Grace rebound, like a Ham- 
mer from an Anvil, without making any 
Impreſſion upon them; when at the ſame 
Time, thoſe who had ſuch a modeſt Opi- 
nion of themſelves, as to think they might 
meet with better Information, and a bet- 
ter Guide, made a Sermon be like a Key, 
wherewith the Lord opened their Hearts, 
like that of Lydia, ſo that they believed 
the Things that were ſpoken. But to make 
it evident that effectual Grace may be re- 
ſiſted, conſider theſe Words of St. Stephen 
to the Fews, Acts vii. 51. Te flifenecked, 
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und STONES x in Heart and Bars, ye a 
always reſiſt tbe Holy Ghoſt; as your Faber: 
id, / do ye: Since therefore even the Holy 
OShoſt himſelf may be reſiſted, Who is the 
Fountain of all divine Grace, it neceſſatily 
follows, that all divine Grace may be re- 
ned, unleſs God makes his Almighty 
Power accompany his Grace ; and then 

the Effect would be by Force, and not 
by Favour or Grade : From all Which it- 
appears, — * any divine Grace, not ac- 
dom pa nied with Omnipote may be re- 
fed and ſo your B muſt 'A falſe. 
And of the fame Sort is your Doctrine of 
the perſeverance of che Saints; for I ſup- 
"pol you reach, that when any Perſon is 
I a Saint, the ſame can never finally 
fall way; but muſt perſevere,” as being 
from Eternity decreed: unto Salvation; but 
the Holy Scripture teaches, THE gives ſe- 
veral Examples to the contrary * Thus So- 
lemon, to whom the Lord bad twice ap- 
red, when he was a Saint, yet when he 
was! old, he fell away to Idelatry, 1 Kings 
i. 4 to g. Thus Judas Iſcatiof, after he 
bad obtained a Part of the Miniſtry and 
Apoſtleſhip of the Goſpel. with the other 
Apoſtles, yet he fell away, by berraying 
5 1 Maſter, our Bleſſed aver. and then 
de laid vidlent Hends en \ himſelf, 
Mat: 
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Mat. EY 5. and 44s i. 7 18. Thus 
Diemas, after he had been à long Time a 
Companion to St. Paul in the Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel, yet, ar laſt, forſook him, as 
. having loved. Bie preſent World, which 
cannot conſiſt with the Love of God, 
2 Tim. iv. 10. and 1 Fohn i 11. 15. And St. 
Paul, in 1 Cor. x. 6 to 13. gives us an Ae- 
count of ſeveral of the People of God who 
fell away, ſome to Idolatry, ſome to For- 
nication, ſome to tempting of Chriſt; and 
ſome to Murmur ing and Diſcontent; aud 
at the ſame Time earneſtly cautions the 
Saints againft ſuch Things; which Cavs 
tions had been needleſs and. even imperti- 
nent, if it had been true, that the Saints 
could not fall away in like Manner : And 
the fame Apoſtle tells us, that it is impoſ- 
fible for thoſe who were once enlightened, 
and have taſted of the heavetily Gift, and 
were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt; 
and have taſted the good Word of God, 
and che Powers of the World to come, if 
they ſhall fall away, to renew them again 
unto Repentance, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. Now 
it is certain, thefe muſt be Saints, of whom 
the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, and yer he' ſays, 
tf they fall away, which plainly ſuppoſes 
that they may fall away : And again, ſpeak- 

ing of the Saints, Heb. x. 26. he W. | 
| the 
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che ſame of them, faying, F we fm with 
fully, after that we have. received the Know- 
ledge of tbe Truth, there remaineth no more 
on lier for Sins, So; that if ye will believe 
the Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures, even 
che. Saints may fall away and fin wilfully, 


ſo as that there is no renewing of them 
again unto Repentance; wherefore, let him 
that thinketh. he. Kander, take heed leſt be 
Fall, as St. Paul exhorrs, 1 Cor. x. 12. And 
beſides, the Saints are enjoined to watch; 
t to, contend, earneſtly. for the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints; to fight not only 
againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Prin- 
cipalicies and Powers, and wicked Spirits 
In, high Places; to run with Patience the 
ace that is ſet before them; to reſiſt un- 

to Blood, ſtriying againſt Sin; and to re- 
fiſt their. Adverſary the Devil, and to take 
vnto them the whole Armour of God, that 
they may be able to ſtand againſt his 
Wiles : And, theſe. Injunctions do ſhow, 
that the Saints are but in a militant Con- 
dition, while they are in this World; and 
therefore muſt never think themſelves ſafe 
and ſecure, and out of all Danger, as your 
Doctrine of their Perſeverance is apt to 
make them believe: In the mean time I 
doubt not, but that many Millions of Saints 
have perſevered, and do Fee, and will 
per- 
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perſerere ; ; but not through their Wm 
trength, or by virtue of any eternal, di- 

vine Decree; bur by their own coalline 

Care and Endeavours, aſſiſted by divine 
Providence, which will not ſuffer them to 

be tempted above what they are able to 

bear, 1 Cor. x. 13. and corroborated by 

the gracious Influences of God's Holy Spi- 

rit upon their Souls inwardly ; whereby, 

in St. John's Phraſe, they are born of God, 

and his Seed remaineth in them, ſo that 

they cannot fin, i. e. unto Death, 1. Jobn 

iii. 9. Theſe then being the true Cauſes 

of the Saints Perſeverance, they ought not 

to be high- minded, but fear, ſtriving to 

be faithful unto Death, that they _— * 

ceive the Crown of Life. | 
And thus much of the peculiar Doctrines : 

of moſt Part of Proteſtant: Diſſenters. I 

come now to take a View of the Tenets of 
ſome particular Sects among them, vig. 

ſuch as call themſelves Independents, or 
Baptiſts, or Quakers ; and the Independents 
tal mage my far Addreſs. 


25 SORES 8 1 "I 1 
. as yet, had any Opportunity of be- 
og rightly. inſormed of your peculiar Tenets 5 
ene and therefore cannot give 
54 my. Advice, in ſuch, ample Manner, as 
been fully informed; but the ve- 
— "Name of Independents, which you aſ- 
ſume, ſeems to ſavour of Pride and. Arro- 
gancy; for both God and Nature have 
made all Mankind ſubject to, and depen- 
dent upon, one another; thus Children 
are ſubject to, and depend upon their Pa- 
rents; Wives to their Huſbands; Servants 
to their Maſters; Tenants to ie Land- 
lords; Suhjects to their Sovereigns; and in 
the Church, the People are, or at leaſt 
ought to be, ſubject to, and dependent 
upon their Nen for the Means of Grace 
= Salvation ; the Paftors on their Biſhops, 
for Ordination and Inſticution ; and both 
People and Paſtors on their Biſhops, for 
good Diſcipline, Order, and Government; 
and the Biſhops on their Archbiſhops, for 
Juriſdiction and Diſcipline; and the Sove- 
reign Princes arid Archbiſhops on Chriſt, 


the Head of his Church, and the King of 
1 3 
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King 8. who x ramotes, "BPR and again 
fene theſe at his Pleaſure; and even 
Angels, Principalities and Powers, are ſub- 
ject to him, as much as brute living Crea- 
rures are ſübjeck unto Men 3 ſo chat if 
Things be rightly conſidered, all created 
living Beings are ſubject to, and dependent 
upon one another; and all are ſubject to, 
and dependent upon God, who a alone' is 
the only independent Being in the whole | 
World: For you, therefore, to aſſume to 
10 ourſelves rhe Name of Independent, whit 
Ife can it be, but the very Height of, In- 
ſolence, Pride, and Arrogancy ? which i is 
direAly contrary to the being poor in 
Spi rit, Wag e meek, and Jowly: in Hears, 
as all good Chriſtians ougbt to B 3 
And then, as to your keeping diſtin& 
4 ſeparate Congregations; of . val Au- 
thority, and without any Depende ence on, 
or ſultable Communion with one. another, 
ſeems to be moſt irregular, upon ſeveral 
Accounts: For firſt, it looks as if you ate 
' rainted wich the old Leaven of the Olive- 
rian Levellers, who would allow of no 
periors or Infetiots, but would have all 
Perſons to be equal, and on a level with 
one another, contrary to the decent and 
eſtabliſhed Order of Nature ; for what, a 
monſtrous and irregular Thing would it 
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be, to have Children equal and on a level 
with their Parents, or Wives with their 


Hulpands, or Servants wich their Maſters, 


or Vaſſals with their Landlords, or Sub- 


jects with their Sovereigns, or the People 
and their Paſtors, with their Eccleſiaſtical 


Superiors ? And yet this is what you ſeem 
to affect; and therefore, fince you cannot 
avoid having Superiors in Civil Affairs, yet 


you take Care to avoid them in Ecclefi- 


Again, by your keeping diſtinct and ſe- 
pomee Congregations, you ſeem not to be- 
Ii 


aſtical, by forming yourſelves into diſtinct 
and ſeparate Congregations, of equal Au- 
thority, independent of one another, and 
acknowledging no Eccleſiaſtical Ig 


eve a Holy. Catholick Church; for ſuch 


a Church muſt be a Society, and a very 
large one too, elſe how can it be Catho- 
lick or Univerſal? And no Society can be 
formed without Order, and Government, 
and Diſcipline, and proper Officers at leaſt 


in each Nation and Province, to keep 


ſuch Order, Government, and Diſcipline, 


throughout the whole Society; but then 
how can ſuch a Society be formed of ſingle 


and ſeparate Congregations, who have no 
other Order, Government, or Diſcipline, but 
what is within each ſingle Congregation? 
Or, how can any Society be formed of diſ- 


tinct 
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tinct and ſeparate Parts, unleſs they 
joined by ſame ſuch. Laws, Princi fe * 
Governors, as are common and agreeable 
to all the ſeparate Parts? One might as 
well make Lines of Globes, or Chains of 
Circles not touching one another, or even 
make Ropes of Sand, as make a Catholick 
Church of ſingle and ſeparate. Congrega- 
tions. Again, by keeping ſuch ſeparate 
Congregations, you ſeem to be Adverſaries 
to the Communion of Saints; for St. Paul 
tells us, that the Saints bave an intimate 
Communion and Fellowſhip with one ano- 
ther, and that it confiſts in their being one 
Body, and having one Spirit, one Hope of 
their Calling, one Lord, one F aith, 4 
Baptiſm, and one God, Eph. I, 48, 6. 


5 


But then, how can ſeparate Congregations 


maintain fuch intimate Communion among 
themſelves? For, being ſeparate, and ſer 
apart, they can know but little of one an- 
other's Affairs and Concerns; and, for any 
Thing they know, there may be different 
Lords, Faiths, and Baptiſms among them; 
and ſeparate Congregations muſt look like 
Diviſions, and Schiſms, rather than Com- 
munion, and Fellowſhip among them. 
And moreover, it looks as if ye had caſt 
off the Badge of Chriſt's Diſci ples, which 


is mutual Love, as Chriſt himſelf has aſ- 
ſured 


{ 
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; 1 
ſwbred us, faying, By ibis pull all u "ou 
that ye are my Diſeiples, if ye' have Love 


whether your keeping ſepar: 


ye do what you can to cut and mabgle 
the myſtical Body of Chriſt into Bits and 


ſupplieth, and is knit 
and Bands from Chrift its Head, Eb. iv. 
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one fo another, John xili. 35. I ſhall not 
pretend to judge your Hearts, Whether ye 


00 truly love all Chriſtians or hot; but ſhall 
leave that to God, the Searcher of Hearts; 


own Conſeiences, 
ate and diſtin 
Congregations, be not à Sign of Hatred 
and er to all other Chriſtians, rather 
than of Love and Affection towards them; 
it behoves you therefore to take heed to 
yourſelves, that you give not juſt Reaſoti 


but 1 appeal to your 


to others to count vou none of Chriſt's 


Diſciples. Once more, by your. ſeparate 
and diſtinct Congregations which ye keep, 


Crumbs but St. Paul tells us; that Chriſt's 
myſtical. Body is firly joined together and 

cted, by that which” 'every Joint 
together "A Joints 


16. and Col. ii. 19. How then can you an- 


ſwer to him, for dividing ir into ſeparate 


Congregations? You ſhow: leſs Reſpect to 


his myſtical Body, than the Soldiers that 


crucified him, did ſhow to his ſeamleſs 
Coat; for if all Chriſtians were of your 


NT” the myſtical Body of Chriſt would 
be 
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be like the Body of an Ox, lying and 
hanging all round a Butcher's Stall, all cut 
into ſeveral Joints and Pieces, of Which 
ſcarce any two hang together. There are a 
few Precepts enjoining us to keep at ſome 
Diſtance from Men of wicked Practices, 
or- pernicious Principles, but none enjoin- 
ing Chriſtians to keep ſeparate Congrega- 
tions; fo that if you have no other Tenets 
that are blame-worthy, yet you are cer- 
tainly in the Wrong for aſſuming to your- 
ſelves, Independency, and keeping ſeparate 
Congregations; wherefore I hope you will 
ſtrive to amend theſe Things ſo ſpeedily, 
as that I ſhall be the laſt who lays. ſach 


Things on . 


O the Baptiſts 


Entlemen, I cannot rightly under- 
ſtand, how you come to call your- 
ſelves Baptiſts, when you. ſeem to be the 
reateſt Enemies to Chriſtian Baptiſm . of 
any that profeſs themſelves Chriſtians; and 


that becauſe you will not allow any Per- 
ſons to be baptized, but ſuch as have Faith 
and Repentance; and ſo would deprive all 
young Perſons of that Holy Sacrament, 


whoſe Youth makes them incapable of 
I | Faith 


* 


t 
Faith and Repentance, even your own 
_ dear Children not excepted: In order 
therefore to rectify this great Miſtake of 
yours, 1 would pray you to take Notice of 
what, on this Head, is here offered to your 
ſerious Conſideration; and chat becauſe 
your Tenet in this Caſe is ſuch, as that it 
may be injurious to, if not hinder the Sal- 
. vation of many Thouſands, and ſome per- 
Haps even of thoſe who are neareſt and 
_ deareſt to you; for ye know that many 
Theufands die before they are capable of 

Faith and Repentance; and if they die 
without Baptiſm, as you would have it, it 
would make their Salvation dubious, if 
nat deſperate ; and that becauſe God has 
appointed Baptiſm to be a neceſſary Means 
of obtaining Remiſſion of Sins and Salva- 
tion, as it plainly appears by theſe fol- 
lowing Texts of Holy Scripture. Thus, 
Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth, and is bap- 
Tiged, fhall be Javed. Acts 11.48. Repent and 
be baptized every one of you, in the, Name of 
Feſus Chriſt, for the Remiſiom of Sins. From 
which Texts it appears, that to be baptiz- 
ed, is neceffary to the Remifſion 'of Sins, 
and Salvation; as well as to believe and 
"repent ; which is confirmed by what Ana- 
nias ſaid to St. Paul, Acts xxii. 16. Ariſe, 
and be baptized, and waſh atory thy Sins. 
8 9 2 1 
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And, Eph. v. 26. Chriſt is faid to fanQify 
and cleanſe. his Church, with the waſhing 

of Water by the Word-; and St. Peter tells 
us, that Baptiſm now ſaves us in like Man- 
ner as the Ark ſaved Noab and his Fami- 
ly in the Time of the Flood, 1 Pet, iii. 
20, 21. By which it would ſeem, that 
Baptiſm is as neceſſary to ſave us now, ag 
the Ark was then to ibis Noah; and they 
who are, through Neglect or Contempt, 
without Baptiſm now, may expect the ſame 
Fate with thoſe who were without the Ark 
then. Nay further, Chriſt himſelf aſſures us, 
that except a Man be born of Water, and 
the Spirit, he cannq; enter into the King- 
dom of God, John Bi. 5. And how can a 
Man be born of Water, and che Spirit, any 
other Way, than by being Moy es with 
Water, in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt? And 
if there be no entering into the Kingdom 
of God, without Baptiſm, as this Text 
ſeems to import, it muſt be a very dange- 
rous Thing to be without it when it ma 
be had, and yet more dangerous wilfull 
to with-hold it, as ye do to all young Per- 
ſons. on whom you have any Influence ; 
for tho' thoſe Texts laſt mentioned, | do 
not prove, that there is no Salvation with- 
out Baptiſm; yet they plainly prove, that 
oe os x God 
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God has appointed Baptiſm, to be one of 
thoſe Means that are to be uſed by us, for 
obtaining Remiſſion of our Sins and Sal- 
vation; and conſequently the Salvation of 
thoſe muſt be in Danger, who die with- 
out Baptiſm when it might be had; and it 
muſt be great Cruelty in you towards the 
Souls of your Children, to deprive them of 
Baptiſm, which is ſo neceſſary a Means of 
Salvation; eſpecially conſidering, that, as I 
ſuppoſe ye know, that your Children are 
born with original Sin in them, and that 
they run into many actual Sins, before 
they are capable of Faith and Repentance; 
and that there is no other Means beſide Bap- 
tiſm, that can be applied to them in that their 
Non- -age, for obtaining Remiſſion of theſe 
original and actual. Sins of theirs; wherefore 
if ye with-hold Baptiſm from them, what 
elfe do ye but leave them to periſh in 


theſe their Sins, without uſing any Means 


to prevent it? And many of them die be- 
fore they are capable of Faith and'Repen- 
tance, and after they are capable, they ſeek 
not after theſe Graces, and are aſhamed to 
own themſelves to be unbaprized; and fo 
| when they come to die, they muſt die in 
a deſperate Condition, as being certainly 
under the Guilt of many Sins, without any 


pgs ** uſed for obtaining Remiſſion 
of 
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of them, and all through the Fault of you 
their Parents; fo that if they periſh eter- 
nally, as it may be feared, their Blood muſt 
be required at your Hands; and it were 
but juſt with God to deprive you of Sal. 
vation, as ye deprive your Children. of the 
Means of Salvation which he has appoint- 
ed. Bur further, the baptizing of Children 
agrees very well with the firſt Inſtitution 
of Baptiſm, which runs thus, Mat. xxvii. 
19, 20. Go ye therefore, and make Diſciples 
of all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve all 
Things whatſoever I have commanded you : 
For Children may be made Diſciples and 
Members of the Chriſtian Church, by 
Baptiſm, which enters them. into Chriſt's 
Church; and after Baptiſm, they, if they 
live, may be taught to obſerve all Things 
whatſoever he has commanded; and ſo 

ſhall be made Diſciples of Chriſt accord- 

ing to his own Direction; and ſince God 

did of old admit Children of eight Days 

old into his Church, by the Sacrament of 

Circumciſion, and is the ſame God, Yeſter- _ 
day, to Day, and for ever; that ſhows, 
that the Incapacity of Infants is, in God's 
Account, no Bar to their being admitted 


into "By Church; and that more agreeably 
1 3 | now 
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now by Baptiſin, than of old by Circum- 
cCeiſion. Moreover, we read in Mark x. 13 

to 1. that Chriſt was much diſpleaſed with 
_ thoſe that would keep littie Children from 
bim, and commanded them to be brought 
unto him, ſaying, Suffer the little Children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
firch is the Kingdom bf Gbd; by which we 
may perceive, that Chriſt is earneſtly de- 
ſirous, that even little Children ſhould be 
brought unto him; and that he gives two 
Reaſons for it; one of which is, that they 
may be Members of the Kingdom of God, 
Which conſiſts of ſuch humble and harm - 
leis Innocents as they are; the other is, 
decauſe they are our Patterns, according to 
whom we ſhould be converted; for unleſs 
we be converted, and become as little Chil- 
dren, Mat. 18. 3. or receive the Kingdom 
of God as a little Child, as it is here, he 
aſſures us, we ſhall not enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, and of God: Seeing there- 
fore, little Children are to be the Patterns 
| of our Converſion, certainly they ought to 
| de brought to Chriſt, as he here com- 
muands: But then, pray conſider feriouſly 
| 


which Way, or by what Means, can ve 
3 pHring little Children ro Chriſt, but by pray- 
= ing for them, and baptizing them, accord- 
ing to his holy Order and Inſtitution? We 
i Fa muſt 
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muſt bring them to Chriſt in the beſt Man- 
ner chat we can, or incur his Diſpleaſure; 
05 and ſince there is no better Way imagina- 
ble, than by baptizing tham in his Name, 
that muſt be done, as we would not dif- 

pleaſe our Bleſſed Saviour, and deſpiſe the 
pretty Patterns of qur awn Converſion: 
Beſides, it is added, that Chriſt took the 
little Children up in his Arms, put his 
Hands upon them, and bleſſed them; and 
then, were not theſe Things much more, 
and of far greater Value, chan our baptia- 
ing them ean poſſibly be ? And if he thought 
them worthy of ſo great Favours, how can 
you judge them unworthy of loſſer? We 
never read, that Chriſt gave ſo kind a Re- 
ception to any Perſons that ever he met 
with, as to theſe little Children; and no 
Doubt he did it for the Good of heir 
Souls, and to teach us, that they, though 
little, yet are capable of the Means of 
Grace and Salvation, and that therefore we 
ſhould afford them carefully all that Sort 
of Means which they are capable to re- 
ceive, and which ſeem to be but theſe few, 
namely, Prayers, and Baptiſm; by which 
they are admitted into the Chriſtian Church, 
whereby they become Members of Chriſt, 
Children of God, and Heirs of the King- 
dom hs Heaven, _ they forfeit them 
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* their future Behaviour; and then how 

can you find in your Hearts, to deprive 
your own Offspring of ſo great Privileges, 
after Chriſt has ſhown ſo great Kindneſſes, 
to ſuch as they are? Surely, the Kindneſs 
of Parents to their own little Children that 


never offended them, ſhould be next to 
that of a Saviour; and they ſhould readily 


concur: with whatever ſeems to be his De- 
ſire, for the Welfare of their own Chil- 
dren; and I doubt not, but that Children, 
when baptized, are as much or more ac- 
ceptable to Chriſt, than a many old Wo- 
men whom ye dip over Head and Ears, 
who are ſo far from being true Penitents, 
as that they neither know, nor can re- 


member all "cheit dins. But ye ſay, there 


is no Command for the baptizing of Chil- 
dren; and what if there be not? How 
many Things do ye, for which ye have 


no Command? For, what Command have 


you for ſetting up Shopkeepers, or Wea- 


vers, or other Tradeſmen, to be your 
Teachers? Or, what Command have you 
for making ſuch illiterate Mechanicks Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, or to hear the Goſ- 


pel preached but by very few others than 
ſuch ignorant Tradeſmen ? Or, what Com- 
mand have you for giving no other Wor- 
aa to „ * in your publick 

Alſem- 
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Aſſemblies, than ſuch Prayers and Praiſes 
as your cobling Teachers can utter off 
Hand ? Or, what Command have you, or 
Example, for giving Names to your Chil- 
dren unbaptized, unleſs it be the Example 
of thoſe who give Names to their Dogs or 
Horſes? And when ye do ſuch Things as 
are of the laſt Importance, without any 
expreſs Command for your fo doing, why 
ſhould you inſiſt upon an expreſs Com- 
mand for the baptizing of Children? If 
you ſay, that theſe Things which ye do, 
are implied and included in ſome Com- 
mands that are given, I ſay the ſame wich 
more Truth; on my Side; for the Com- 
mand to baptize all Nations, includes and 
implies the baptizing of Children; becauſe 
young Perſons, who are not capable of 
Faich and Repenrance, are at leaſt a third 
Part of all Nations; and therefore they 
ought" to be baptized, according to the 
Command for baptizing all Nations; and 
if you omit them, then ye leave a third 
Part of all Nations unbaptized, directly 
contrary to Chriſt's Command. Again, the 
Command to bring young Children to 
Chriſt, implies, thar they ſhould be baptiz- 
ed; chere being no other, or better Way, 
of brin ging them to him. Again, ſince 
to be bark of Water and the Spirit, . e. 

| to 
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do de baptized, is requiſite for, enteriug in- 
to the Kingdom of God, then that does 

fairly imply, that all ought to be baptized, 
who hope to enter that Heavenly King- 
dom; and yet again, ſince Chriſt does 
ſanctiſy and cleanſe his Church with the 
waſhing of Water by the Word, 1. e. by 
Baptiſm, then that fairly impligs,. that all 

of bis Church who are not baptized, are 
nor-Gandtified and cleanſed, and ſo no true 
Members of his Church; from all which 

it does appear plainly, chat the baptizing 


of Cbildred is truly and fairly implied and 
included, in ſeveral Precepts and Declara- 
tions of God's Word; but the Things be- 
fore- mentioned, Which ye do, have no 
r 
Contrary to it, as, 1 hope, does ſufficientiy 
| appear from What was before-thown, conr 
| _ ceraing che diyine Right of RPrEoPacys 
and the Neceſſity of a Liturgy and {ſet Form 
for the publick Worſhip of Alm ary God, 
But then ye fay, chat all Perſons to be bap- 
tized, ought to have Faith and Repen- 
tance, of which ſince Children are incapa- 
ble, they cannot be baptized; but then, 
that is only affirming what you can never 
prove ; for, where. is it aid,” in al the 
Word of God, that Children ſhall not be 
baprized, or bac no Perſon. or Child hall 


be 
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de baptized, until firſt they have Faith and 
Repentance? I defy you to find any ſuch 
Precept in all the Holy Bible; indeed, the 
Words believe, and repent, are in ſome 


Texts placed before being baptized ; but 
then, that does no ways prove, that the 


Duties ſhould be done, in the fame Order 


that the Words are placed; as for Inftance, 
in Deut. vi. 1. Moſes ſays, Theſe are the 


Commanudments, the Statutes, and the Fudg- 


ments, which the Lord commanded to teach 
- you; but in Deur. ix. 1. he ſays, Thou Halt 
love the Lord thy God, and keep his Charge, 
and his Statutes, and his Tudgments, and 
bis Commundments always. Now, if the 
Duties were to be done, according to 'the 
Order that che Words are placed in, then, 


be kept firſt, and Scatutes nexr, and Ju 

ments laſt; but then, by the fecond Text, 
the Love of God is to be firft, then keep- 
ing his Charge, then his Statutes, then his 
Judgments, and but laſt, his Command- 
ments; ſo that either there is a plain Con- 
tradiction between theſe two Texts, or elſe 
the Duties are not to be done in the fame 


Order that the Words of the Text are 


placed in. Again, Mic, vi. 8. when the 
Prophet fays, What doth the Lord require of 
Thee, out to do guftly, and to love Mercy, 
: and 


by the firſt Text, Commandments are to 


\ 
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and to walk humbly with thy. God ? It does 
not follow, that Juſtice» ſhould be minded 
before Mercy, and our Duty to. God; 
but if theſe Duties be done directly con- 
trary to the Order of the Words, and that 
be done firſt that is placed laſt, ſeems to 
be the moſt orderly Method of perform- 
ing theſe Duties. Again, when Chriſt, in 
Mat. vi. ſpeaks of Prayer, forgiving Offen- 
1 Faſting, and Alms- giving, he puts 
Alms-giving firſt, and then Praying, then 
Forgiving, and then Faſting; but then, I 
hope you will not ſay, that theſe Duties 
+ ſhould be performed in the ſame Order 
that the Words are placed; but that pray- 
ing, and forgiving, ſhould be performed 
daily, and that faſting ſhould be ſometimes, 
55 tho' not always, joined with praying; and 
that Alms ſhould be given, not daily, but 
when we meet with Objects of Charity, 
and we have Ability to relieve them: And 
again, when St. Paul, Phil. iv. 8. recom- 
mends whatſoever Things are true, honeſt, 
Juſt, pure, lovely, Sc. if theſe Duties were 
to be done in the Order the Words are placed, 
we muſt ſtudy Mathematical Demonſtra- 
tions, together with the Truths of the 
Galpel, before Things that are honeſt, juſt, 
pure, and lovely; which ſurely was never 


| the Apoſtle s Delign: F rom all which In- 
ſtances, 


— — —— 
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it plainly appears, that Duties are not 
to be done in the ſame Order that the 
Words are placed, but rather in another 
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ſtances, and others that might be brought, 


Order, unleſs it be where the Word it, 


or before, is ſet down, directing and ſhow- 


ing which is firſt to be done ; and there- 
fore, though the words Yo believe, and 70 
repent, be in ſome Texts placed before 
_ baptized, yet that can no ways prove, that 
all ſhould have Faith and Repentance, be- 
fore they are baptized ; but if they have 
them fo ſoon as they are capable of them, 
that is ſufficient; for God is more juſt, 
than to require any Duty of any Perſon, 
before their being capable of performing 
the ſame ; and accordingly it is required 
of Children, to have Faith and Repentance, 
ſo ſoon as they are capable, and are taught 
their Duty; but to have them before they 
are baptized, is not required by God, and 
tberefore ought not to be required by you; 
for I hope you will acknowledge, that 
Faith and Repentance are required in or- 
der to Salvation, as much, or more than 
in order to Baptiſm; and yet, that Chil- 


dren may be ſaved, before they have Faith 


and Repentance; and therefore it neceſſa- 
rily follows, that they may be baptized be- 


fore they have Faith and Repentance; 
1 which 
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which being required in order both to Sal- 
vation and Baptiſm, if they may have the 
greateſt Mercy without them, it would be 
the Height of Injuſtice, to deny them Bap- 


tiſm, which is infinitely leſs, without them 


alſo; but if ye ſay, that Children cannot 
be baptized without Faith and Repentance, 
it muſt neceſſarily follow, that much leſs 
can they be ſaved without theſe, and ſo 
rather than acknowledge the Truth, you 
will leave all your Children that. die be- 
fore they have Faith and Repentance, to 
periſh eternally ; into ſuch and ſo great 
Straits and Difficulties do ye bring your- 
ſelves; by your obſtinate perſiſting in your 
groundleſs and unreaſonable Tenets, and 
pernicious Principles. F 
And, as if your being Enemies to the 
Baptiſm of Children was not enough, ye 
muſt have a ſingular Tenet concerning che 
Sabbath-day, and ſo will not keep the Sab- 
bath on the ſame Day that all other Chri- 
ſtians keep it, but on the Day before; bur 
for what Reaſon, pray ye? for theſe are 
the Words. of the fourth Commandment, 
"Exod. xx. 8, , 10. Remember the Sabbath- 
day to keep it Holy; fix Days ſhalt thou la- 
Sour and do all thy Work, but the ſeventh 
Day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, in 
it thou ſhalt not do any Work, &c, Now, 
do 
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do not all other Chriſtians obſerve this 
Commandment? for they labour and do 
their Work fix Days, and the. ſeventh is 

the Sabbath, which they keep holy; God 
began to reckon the ſeven Days, the firſt 
Day that he began his Work, and fo other 
Chriſtians begin to reckon the ſeven Days, 
the firſt Day they begin their Work, and 
ſo reſt the ſeventh Day, as God alſo did; 
and God requires only a ſeventh Part of our 
Time, to be ſet a- part wholly for his pub- 
lick Worſhip; and Chriſtians give this, by 
keeping every Lord's Day, after ſix Days 
of Work, and employing it in God's pub- 
lick Worſhip; and as God's reſting and fi- 
niſhing his Works of Creation on the ſe- 
venth me is the Reaſon given for keep- 
ing the ſeventh Day holy; fo Chriſt's fi- 
niſhing the Work of Man's Redemption 
on the Lord's Day, is a good Reaſon for 
keeping the Lord's Day holy, becauſe the 
latter is as great, if not a greater Work, 
and what Chriſtians have a greater Con- 
cern in, than in that of the Creation; and 
accordingly Chriſt, after his Reſurrection, 
appeared to his Diſciples once and again 
on the firſt Day of the Week, John xx. 
19, 26. And upon the ſame Day Chriſtians 
were wont to meet, and make their Col- 
lections for the poor Saints, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 5 
an 
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and on PE A Accounts. it is called the 
Lord's Day, Rev. i. 10. as alſo, becauſe 


Chriſtians were wont to meet for partak- 
ing of the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, and other religious Duties, on the 
fame Day, Acts xx. 7. And ſince the Lord's 
Day was ſo much regarded and reſpected, 


both by Chriſt and bis Followers, from 
the Beginning of the Chriſtian Church, it 


mult be a great Degree of Perverſeneſs and 
Stubborneſs, that makes any that profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians, to neglect and de- 


ſpiſe that Day, that bleſſed Day, which 


has been ſo long, and fo highly. regarded 
and obſerved, and kept holy, by. all other 


Chriſtians. But then ye ſay, that the Lord's 


Day is expreſly called the fri Day of the 
Week, but the fourth Commandment enjoins 
the ſeventh Day expreſly, to be kept holy, 


and therefore ye think it your Duty to 
obſerve the ſeventh, and no other Day for 


the Sabbath : But in ai to this, 1 G 


pray you to conſider theſe three or four 


Things following ; firſt, that the Lord's 
Day is called the firſt Day of the Week, 
according to the Fewiſh Reckoning, at the 
Time of Chriſt's Reſurrection; but then 
their Reckoning ſeems not to have been 
right, becauſe Chriſt kept the Paſſover the 


Way: before they it; and we may be 
ſure, 


3 


. * ; Wi 
— 5 4 1 = 2 
. * ; N . $a x 
8 O . 1 vb | f 


right Day; and if the Jeus were miſtaken 


as to the Day of keeping the Paſſover, . 


they muſt be miſtaken alſo, at leaſt, as to 
the Number of one Day of the Week, and 


ſo what they called the i, might have 


been really the ſeventh» Day: Secondly, 


that any Day of the Week may be the 


ſeventh Day, according as you begin to 
number; thus, if you count Saturday the 
firſt, then Friday will be the ſeventh; if 

you count Sunday the firſt, then Saturday 
will be the ſeventh; or if you count Man- 


day the firſt Day of the Week, then Sun- 


day will be the ſeventh; and ſo when the 
ſeventh Day may be any Day of the Week, 
what Aſſurance can you have, which of 
the Days of the Week is the right ſeventh 
Day, which ye ought to keep holy to the 
Lord? And therefore, thirdly, fince there 
is ſo little Certainty which is the right ſe- 
venth Day, the fourth Commandment is 


1 duly obſerved and obeyed, ſo long as, after 


ſix Days for Work, there is one Day of 
every ſeven Days kept holy to the Lord; 


and ſure, Chriſtians have Reaſon to prefer 
the Lord's Day, for that Purpoſe, before 
any other Day, becauſe our Bleſſed Saviour 


did finiſh the great and good Work of our 
Redemption, by his glorious Reſurrection 
| 9 from 
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from the Ded on chat Day; and on that 


Praiſe and Glory may be given to God, 
for his infinite Wiſdom and Power ſhown 
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Day alſo, as well as on any other Day, 


his Works of Creation, as well as 


: Thanks and Praiſe for his infinite Mercy 


and | Goodneſs ſhown in the Work of our 
Redemption. But then, fourthly, if you 
inſiſt upon keeping the ſeventh. 7 from 
the firſt publiſhing of the fourth Com- 
mandment, that ſeems impoſſible to be 
done; for it is reckoned to be about 3226 
Yeats ſince the two Tables of Stone were 


delivered to Moſes, and then who can be 


fure of every ſeventh Day, in ſo long a 
Tra& of Time? You are hardly ſure to a 
Day, when your peculiar Tenets were firſt 
broached, though it was certainly within 
leſs than three hundred Years; how then 
can you be certain of every ſeventh Day 


in ſo many thouſand * ? He ſides that, 


a — to be Toft, ſince Moes ens Days; 
becauſe the Sun "Kill about a whole 


Day, in the Days of Joſbua, and ſeems to 
bave gone bark ten Degrees in the Days 
of — I ofh. | 
11. and if a Bay be loſt, as it ſeems to be, 


„x. 13. dnd'2-Kings xx. 


or a Day miſtaken, as it may wel be in 
ſo long a Time, than what you count the 
dy "my be the ſixth, or 

| firſt: 
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firſt: Sinee, therefore, ye can have no Cer- | 
tainty of the ſeventh Day, but only be- 
cauſe ie is eommonly called fo, why ſhould - 


ye have fo much Reſpect for it, as to dif- 


fer with all other Chriſtians, on account 
of keeping what ye can know nothing of 
for certain? So, Gentlemen Baprifts, if you 
pleaſe to conſider all theſe Things ſeriouſ- 
ly, 1 hope you will ſee good — — to re- 
turn to a better Mind. i 


Of Quotes 


kus at laſt, I am come to you, 
Pricnd Quakers: I know, not whe- , 
ther ye be Chriſtians or not, having never 
ſeen, nor heard, of any Confeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Faith, which ye have publiſhed 
and profeſs to believe; only I have ſeen a 
| Quotation out of one of your Books, where- 
in ye ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Light and 

Spirit within you; and if that be your O- 
inion really and truly, ye are far from 

being Chriſtians : However, ſince ye pre- 
tend to the Light and the Spirit, ſome 

Notice ſhould be takers of you; becauſe 
wie gre commanded, not to believe every 
Spirit, but to try the Spirits, whether they 
are of God, becauſe many falſe Prophets 
are gone out into the World, 1 John iv. 1. 
K 2 | and 
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and becauſe Chriſt commands. us to be- 
Ware of falſe Prophets, which come to us 
in Sheeps Clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening Wolves; where alſo he tells us, 


bo to know theſe falſe Prophets, fayi ing, 


N all know them by their Fruits, Mat. vii. 
15, 16. Alfo the Prophet Jaiab teaches 
us, how to try Pretenders to the Light, 
and Spirit; ſaying, To the Law, and to the 

—*. eftimony ; if they ſpeak not according to this 
Word, it is becauſe there is no Light in them, 
Ifa. viii. 20. According, therefore, to theſe 
divine Directions, I ſhall endeavour to try 

your Spirit, Friend Quakers, whether it be 

of God, or not. Now, the Holy Scrip- 
tures are believed, and do ſhow themſelves 
to be dictated by the Holy Spirit of God, 
and written by pious Penmen ; and theſe 
are the Law, and Teſtimony : Wherefore, 
if any pretending to the Light and Spirit, 
do teach ſuch Things as are contrary, or 
not conform to the Holy Scriptures, this 

Prophet cells us, it is becauſe there is no 
Lighr in them, and they are only falſe Pre- 

we. all Now, not to mention what 1 

'am not ſure of, I do know ſeveral Things 

which ye, Friend Quakers, teach, which 

are not conformable, but rather contrary 
to the Holy Scriptures, which is the Word 


of God. Such us, 1 * reject the Uſe he 
£ wenn Ih 
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the two Holy Sacraments, viz. "Baptiſm, 


and the Lord's Supper; but it is certain, 


that Chriſt inſticuced and appointed both 
theſe Sacraments to be uſed by his Follow- 


ers, in Remembrance of him, and his great 
Sufferings for us; and that, for no leſs Time 


than until his coming again at the End of 
the World: For, Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. he 
inſtituted Baptiſm, ſaying to his Diſciples, 
Go yo therefore, and make Diſciples of all 
Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; 


teaching them to obſerve all Things whatſo- - 


ever 1 bave commanded - you ; and lo, I am 


with. you alway even unto the End of the 


World : By which it appears, that he would 


have this Command concerning Baptiſm, - 


and all other his CE he co be carefully 
obſerved alway, by all that ſhall believe in 


him ; and that in "their ſo doing, he pro- 


miſes to be with them, even unto the End 


of the World. Baptiſm, therefore, ought 


not to be laid aſide, but is to be obſerved 
with his other Commands, unto the End 
of the World. And the like may be ſaid of 


the Lord's Supper alſo, which Chriſt inſti- 


tuted the ſame Night that he was betray- 
ed; for he took Bread and bleſſed it, and 
brake it, and gave it to his Diſciples, ſay- 


in 8. Take, eat, this is my Body which ts 
K 3 given 
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given for you; this do in 3 of me? 
And he took the Cup, and gave Thanks, 
and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink. ye ail 
of it; for this is my Blood of the New Teſta- 
ment, which is ſhed for many, fer the Re- 

mM eon of Sins, Mat. xxvi. 26, 27, 28. and 
Tube xxii, 19. And this, Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper is to be obſerved and conti- 
nued in Remembrance of Chriſt and his 
Sufferings, until his ſecond Coming at the 
End of the World, as St. Pau! tells us, 
1 Cor. xi. 23 to 27. But notwithſtanding 
all theſe, ye, Friend Quakers, think it not 
needful to uſe ſuch outward Formalities, 
no more than to uſe waſhing one another's 
Feet, which was an outward viſible Sign 
of inward ſpiritual Grace, given and or- 
dained by Chriſt himſelf, as well as theſe 
before · mentioned: But with your Leave, 
Friends, there is a vaſt Difference between 
this and the ſormer; for waſhing of Feet 
was only deſigned to teach Humility, and 
a Readineſs to do the meaneſt friendly Of- 
fjces to one another; but it neither can 
convey Grace, nor is it a Means whereby 
we receive Grace, or a Pledge to aſſure us 
thereof; and therefore can be no Sacra- 
ment; and alchough this outward Sign did 
convey Grace, as well as teach it, yet that 
could not make it a Sacrament, there be- 


ing | 
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ing other divine Ordinances hilcks convey 
_ Grace, ſuch as Confirmation, and Holy 
Orders, but yet are no Sacraments ; for the 
principal End of a Sacramenr is to convey 
and apply the Remiſſion of Sins, through 
the Merits of Chriſt, ro the worthy Re- 
cCeiver; and Chriſt's own Inſtitution of any 
outward Sign, for this End of conyeying 
the Remiſſion of Sins to the worthy Re- 
ceiver, makes ſuch Sign be a Sacrament ; | 
for this conveying the Remiſſion of Sins to 
the worthy Receiver, through the Merits 
of Chriſt, is chiefly che inward and ſ wo 
cual Grace of a Sacrament, without w 
no Inſtitution, nor no out ward Sign, xt 
be a Sacrament ; and therefore, waſhing 
one another's Feet can be no Sacrament, 
for the Want of this Grace of Remiſſion 
of Sins being annexed to it: Indeed, ſince 
Pride abounds ſo much, I could heartily 
wiſh it was more frequently uſed, by all 
Sorts of Perſons and Profeſſions, to teach 
them Humility, which -is too too much 
neglected; but it can never be a Sacrament 
for Want of this ſp iricual Grace: But then, 
the Lord's Soppht and Baptiſm have chis | 
ſpiritual Grace, as well as Chriſt's own In- 
fication ; for he ſaid of his Supper, that 
it was for the Remiſſion of Sins, Mat. xxvi. 
28. and of Baptiſm it is ſaid, Ariſe, and 
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Se baptized, and waſh: away thy. 55 ing, Ads 7 
xxii. 16. and therefore they muſt be true 
and real Sacraments; and fince it is ſo, - ve, 

Friend Quakers, muſt be guilty of a wick 
Fa and daring Preſumption for your. reject- 
ing them, after Chriſt has commanded 

them to be uſed, and continued until his 
coming again at the End of the World: 
And this is one Thing which ſhows, that 
your Light and Spirit within you is not of 
God. Another is, becauſe ye refuſe to take 
an Oath upon juſt and neceſſary Occaſions ; 
ſuch as to enſure your Allegiance to your 
lawful Sovereign on the Throne, or to. give 


Evidence of what ye know concerning any 


Difference between Man and Man; It is 
true, it would be moſt agreeable ro the 
Goſpel, that Men ſhould ſpeak the Truth 
ſo conſtantly, and ſo ſurely, on all Occa- 
ions, as that there ſhould be no Need of 
| Oaths to confirm what they ſaid ; but ſee- 
ing it has been other wiſe! in all A ges, and 
Men are too apt to ſpeak falſely = their 
own Intereſt, or to conceal their own or 
their Friends Faults; and even ye, Friend 
Quakers, are found as apt to treſpaſs in 
this Reſpect, as others; this makes Oaths 
. to be abſolutely neceſſary, to diſcover, and 
eſtabliſh, and confirm the Truth among 
Men. But then, the third Commandment 
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erxpreſiy forbids to take the Name of God 
in vain; and therefore all falſe Swearing, 

and all falſe Oaths, are to be abhorred and 
avoided, by all that would not be holden 

uilty before God, for the Prophanation of 
. Holy Name; and alſo all Swear- 
ing in our ordinary Converſation and Com- 
munication with one another, either by 
the Name of God, or by any other Thing, 
or -Perſon whatſoever, is expreſly forbid. 
den by Chriſt, Mat. v. 34, 35, 36, 37. and 
Mar. xxiii. 16 to 23. and by his Apoſtle 
St. James, Chap. v. 12. But then, to ſwear 
in a ſerious and ſolemn Manner, for the 

Mo,anifeſtation and Confirmation of the 
Truth, is ſo far from being forbidden, as 


that it is enjoined by Precepts, and encou- 


aged by the Example of good Men, and 
* Part of that Honour we ought to give 
to God's Holy Name, but not to any other 
Name or Thing: Thus, Fer. iv. 2. Thou 
ſhalt fivear, the Lord liveth, in Truth, in 
Judgment, and in . Deut. vi. 
13. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and 


ſerve him, and ſhalt fwear by his Name. 
And, Iſa. xlv. 23. the Lord ſwears, that 
- unto him every Knee ſhall bow, every Tongue 
ſhall ſwear. And fince in ſeveral other 
Texts, as well as this, we are told, that 
the Lord hath ſworn by himſelf, ſince i; 
| could 
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fal, and ven lapdable in be, to follow his 
Bleed Example ; eſpecially fince we have 
his exprefs Comm b for ſg doing: And 
accordingly we find, that an Oath of the 
Lord has been 'Uiken by ſeveral good Pro- 
for the Confirmation of the Truth; 
as the Iſraelites ſwore to the Gibeonites, 
foſh. ix. 18, 19. and as David and fans. 
than ſwore to keep Friendſhip with one 
another, 2 Sam. 4 and this Ari an 
Oath to keep Friendllüß! is called, entering 
mth a Covenant of the Lord, or, before the 
Lord, 1 Sam. xx. 8. And in like Manner, 
hen Kipgs take a Coronation Oath to 
eir People, and Subjects take the Oath 
of Allegiance to their King, it is called, 7heir 
making a Covenant before the Lord, or, their 
making a League 6 the Lord, as King 
David and the People of Tjrael did, 2 Sam, 
v. 3. and as Fehoaſh did with the fame Peo- 
ple, 2 Kings xi. 17. And when Difference 
or Strife happened between Neighbours, 
an Oath was uſed to manifeſt the Truth, 
and to decide and end the Difference, 
Trig xxil. 11. and Heb. 6. 16. And ſee- 
from all theſe Texts of Holy Scrip- 


cures, it plainiy appears, chat Oaths may 
be 
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be laufully taken, eſpecially in giving Al⸗ 
legiance to à lawful [Spovrshyti, and in giv 
ing Evidence as to any Matter ef Diffe- 
_ rence between Neighbours ;' and yet ſince 
ye, Friend Quakers, "refuſe theſe. Things as 
unlawful, this is another Thing chat ſhows, 
that the Light and Spirit that is wichin 
you, is not of God. Of which Sort ano- 
ther is, that ye make all Perſons Preachers 
of che Goſpel, both young and old, both 
Men and Women, ignorant or learned 3 f 
they can ſpeak off-hand, with a vehement 
Voice, all ſuch, I ſay, are ſufficient Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel in your Account: But 
pray conſider, if-this be not the ready Way, 
do deftroy the Goſpel, and to render the 
| Whole Word of God of none Effect; for 
it is certain, that the greateſt Part of Men 
and Women are ſo ignorant, as that they 
can ſcarcely read, and write, and caſt an 
Accompt | in a right Manner; and how then 
can it be poſſibſe for them to know the 
right Senſe and Meaning, and to have a 
right Underſtanding of the Word of God? 
And therefore, if they 'be Preachers of it, - 
what can they teach, bur falſe Dorines, 
erroneous and ridiculous Tenets, and their 
own vain and fooliſh Fancies ? The moſt 
learned, the moſt judicious, and the moſt | 
underſtanding Men that ever have been, 
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can hardly find themſel ves to be ſufficient 
Miniſters of the Goſpel; for who is ſuffici- 
ent for theſe *hings? 2 Cor. ii. 16. And 
ſince it was an. "Apoſtle that ſaid ſo, who 
by working Miracles, and ſpeaking with di- 
verſe Tongues, made it appear that he had 
extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, how 
ſhould illiterate Pretenders to the Spirit, 
who canpot make it appear, that they have 
even the ordinary Aſſiſtance of any good 
Spirit, be ſufficient Preachers, or be ahle 
to teach any other than falſe Gloſſes and 
their oyn Fancies and Imaginations, in- 
ſtead of the Truth of the Goſpel ? And ſo 
theſe muſt render the Goſpel of none Ef- 
fect. If your Speakers did teach nothing 
but what is agreeable ta the Word of God, 
and did exhort you to do all Things that 
are enjoined by the ſame Word as far as 
you ate able, then we might ſuppoſe that 
they were aſſiſted by God's Spirit; but 
ſeeing they teach you otherwiſe in ſeveral 
Reſpects, that ſhows, that if they are aſ- 
ſiſted by any Spirit, it is not the Spirit of 
God, which will never aſſiſt to teach any 
'T hing contrary to God's Word; and ſince 
ye give Liberty to all Perſons to become 
Teachers of Doctrines not conform to God's 
Word, that makes it more than probable, 


* your, Deſign is, to make the Goſpel 
ſeem : 


212 


ſeem to be a Syſtem of ſuch falſe Gloſſes, 
and fooliſh Fancies, as your ignorant Speak - 
ers ſhall happen to put upon it; that fo 
the Goſpel being deſpiſed, and become 
contemptible, the Chriſtian Religion, which 
is built upon the Goſpel, may, by Degrees, 
vaniſh, and come to nothing; which De- 
ſign is ſo exceedingly bad, as that I cannot 
help being ſorry, that you, Friend Quakers, 
ſhould ſeem to be ſo much concerned in 
it. Beſides, I have ſhown before, in the 

Proof of Epiſcopacy, that God has ap- 
pointed three diſtinct Orders of Men, to 
be the Miniſters of his moſt Holy Word 
and Sacraments, and that none can be law- 
ful Preachers of the Goſpel, but ſuch as 
are authorized thereto, by ſome of the 
firſt and ſuperior of theſe three Orders; 
the which ſince your Speakers are not, 
they can be but Uſurpers, and Intruders, 
as well as ignorant and inſufficient Teach- 
ers; all which Things do further ſhow, 
that the Light and Spirit within you, is 
not of God. And of the ſame Sort is your 
counting it ſinful and unlawful to pay 
Tithes, as appears by the great Loſſes 
which ye complain of, to be ſuſtained on 
that Account. There be ſeveral Perſons, 
who being deſirous to engroſs the Benefit 
of Tithes to themſelves and their Friends, 
= | do 
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do cearh that Tithes arg 4 Moſaice!," but 
not an Evangelical Duty ; but I can bear 
of none that count the Payment of Tithes 
ſinful and unlawful, but only you, Friend 
Quakers; but if ye pleaſe to conſider what 
here follows, ye will find, chat it is indeed 
ſinful, and utterly againſt the Will and 
| Mind of God, to refuſe or deny the punc- 
tual Payment of Tithes; for God has re- 
ved to himſelf, and claims it as his 
own due, the Tiche of all the Fruits f 
, the Earth, and of all Cattle that live on 
theſe Fruits; thus, Levit. xxvii. 30, and 
32. All 'the Titbe of | the Land, f the 
Seed of the Land, or of the Fruit of the 
Tree, is the' Lord's, holy unto the Lord; and 
the Tithe of | the Herd, ar of the Flock, the 
Tenth fhall be holy unto the Lord; and as 
God claims all Tithes as his own, ſo he 
has ordered his Miniſters, for the Service 
which he has appointed them to do him 
and his People, to receive all Manner of 
Tithes, and none elſe to receive them, 
Numb. xvili. 2 1, 24. And to give us full Af. 
| ſurance, that God does claim all Manner 
of Tithes, with certain Offerings, as his own 
Right and Due; when any Perſon or Per- 
ſons do with-hold theſe, God counts and 
calls it a robbing of himſelf, and pronoun- 
ces a Curſe on ſuch as do ſo, and promiſes 
| 4 
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2 Blefling of great Plenty upon ſuch as 
pay all Fithes duly unto his Miniſtery'6r 
immediate Servafits, whom: he counts His 
own Houſhold; for his Words are theſe; 


Mul. iii. 8 to 13. Mill a Mun rob God? yet 
ye have robbed me ; but ye ſay, herein have 
ave robbed "thee? in Tithes and Offerings. Te 


are curſed with a Curſe, for ye have robbed 
me, even this' whole Nation. Bring all the 
Tithes into the 8 tarebouſo, that there may be 
Meat in mine Houſe ; and prove me now 
herewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, if I will 
not open you the Windows of Heaven, and 
pour you out a Bleſſing, that there ſhall not be 
Room enough to receive it; and I will rebuke 
the Devourer for your kes, and he ſhull not 
deſtroy the Fruits of your Ground, &c. Now, 


whoever reads and confiders theſe Words 


ſcrioufly, may eafily perceive thereby, that 
Almighty God is highly diſpleaſed with 


ſuch as with-hold Tithes from his Mini- 


ſters, and that his Curſe follows them; bur 
his Bleſſings of Plenty and Profperity will 


be upon all who duly and truly pay all 


Manner of Tithes and due Offerings. And 
as this was the Cafe of Tithes under the 
Law, even ſo Chrift continued the ſame 


under the Goſpel ; for firſt, we are told, 
that the Lord fware, and will not repent, 
that * 11 4 2 for ever, after the 


Order 


/ 


1 Order of. Melchiſedec, Heb... vii. 21, 22. 
Now, Melchi/edec. took Tithes of the Patri- 

arch Abraham, of all the Spoils taken of 
an Enemy overcome in Battel, Gen. xiv. 

18, 19, 20. Now, if Tithes were payable 
out of the Spoils which Men had taken in 
Battel, at the Peril of their Lives; much 
more muſt they be payable out of the 
Fruits of the Ground, and of ſuch Cattle 
as live on theſe Fruits: Now, ſeeing, Mel- 

chiſedec took Tithes, and fince Chriſt is a 
Prieſt for ever after the Order of Melchi/e- 
dec, then Chriſt muſt be a Prieſt that takes 
Tithes, as Melchiſedec did, or he cannot be 
a Prieſt after his Order; and-accordingly 
Chriſt, in his Goſpel, ſpeaks of the Pay- 
ment of Tithes duly, as a good Work, 
Luke xviii. 12, and once and again declar- 
ed, that Tithes, even the very ſmalleſt, 

ought to be duly paid; his Words are 
chats, Mar. xxiii. 23. Te pay Tithes of Mint, 
Aniſe, and Cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier Matters of the Law, Fudgment, 
Mercy, and Faith ; theſe ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone ; i. e. 
ye ought to have paid theſe Tithes, and 
not to omit Judgment, Mercy, and Faith. 
And again, Luke xi. 42, Chriſt ſaith, 77 
' _ fithe Mint, and Rue, and all Manner of 


Herbs; and paſs over Fudgment, and 5 


e 
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Love of God ; theſe ought ye to bave done] 
and not to leave the pther undone; i. e. ye 
ought to pay theſe Tithes, and not to o 
mit Judgment and the Love of God: Now, 
ſeeing. Chriſt is a Prieſt for ever, after the 
Order of Melchiſedec, and therefore. muſt 
take Tithes as he did, or not be after his 
Order; ſeeing he mentions the punctual 
Payment of Tithes as a good Work; and 
ſeeing he has onde and again declared; 
that even the very ſmalleſt of Tithes, and 
therefore much more the greater and ber« 
ter, ought to be paid; I cannot help being 
at a Loſs to conceive, how any that pre- 
tend to be Chriſtians, could imagine or 
think, that Tithes are not required to be 
paid by the Goſpel; eſpecially conſidering 
what St. Paul tells us, 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. 
vis. that the Lord hath ordained, bat they 
 aobich preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Gofs 
fel; ſo as they that miniſtered in the Tem- 
ple, and at the Altar, were wont to live; 
and that was, undoubtedly, upon Tithes 
and Offerings; and therefore, if che Minis 
ſters of the Goſpel have the Maintenance 
that Chriſt the Lord hath ordained, for 
them, then all Tithes and due Offerings 
muſt be paid to God, and received by 
them, as being his Miniſters and immedi- 
are Seryants: Nay, and fince God claims 
eee, de of ns Ether 
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Tithes as his own Right and Due, then 
they that with-hold them from his Mini- 
ſters, whom he has appointed to receive 

them, muſt be guilty of Sacrilege in the 
" Higheſt Degree; and Sacrilege is as great a 
Sin as Idolatry itſelf, as the Apoftle wit- 
nefſeth, Rom. ii. 22. ſaying, Thou that ab- 
' borreſt Idols, doſt thou commit Sacrilege? 


And a good Reaſon may be given for it, 


| - becauſe Idolatry only robs God of that 
Worſhip which is due co him; and Sacri- 
lege robs God of his Revenues, which are 
as dear to him as his Worſhip is; and if 
it be Tithes, that Part of his Revenues, 

which he has appointed for a Maintenance 
to the immediate Miniſters of his Worſhip, 
then the with-holding of them muſt ſtarve 
_ theſe his Miniſters, without whom he can- 


9 not have his Worſhip duly performed ; and 


fo Sacrilege, at long-run, deprives God of 
his "Worſhip, as much as Idolatry, and 
therefore may well be reckoned as great a 
Sin: | Befides, - with-holding of Tithes is 
robbing and ſtealing from God himſelf; 
and if they that with-hold Tithes, keep 
them to themſelves, that muſt be Cove- 
touſneſs alſo; fo that not a few of the ten 
' Commandments are broken by ſuch as 
with-hold any Tithes from God's Mini- 
ters under the Goſpel, as well as under 
SLES A ; — the 
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the Law. I cannot find in all the New 
Teftamentz any one Text or Sentence, that 
can prove, or ſignify, that the Law of 
God, for Payment of Tithes to his imme- 
diate Miniſters, is any wiſe abrogated, or 
altered, under the Goſpel, from what it 
was: vader the Law. of Mgjes, unleſs it be, 
that a conſiderable Addition to Tithes 
ſhould be made, for the Maintenance of 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel; for the Goſs 
pel is a much better and clearer Ligbr. 
than the Law of Me.; and fince it muſt 
be preached and explained, or it will be 
vſalel to the moſt IPOs of the People; 
ſince it requires a great deal of Learning, 
Judgment, and Underſtanding, to be able 
to preach and explain the Goſpel in a right 

Manner; and ſince Chriſt has appointed 
certain Oeder of Men, to be the Miniſters 
of his holy Goſpel and Sacraments; it can- 1 
not, in — be expected, but he has ap- nn 
pointed a much better Maintenance for = 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, than the Le- 1 
vites bad under the Law; and hence St. 
Paul ſaith, Gal. vi. 6. Let him that is 
taught in the W ord, communicate to him that 
teacbetb in all good Things; and if, accord- | 
ing to this Precept, by Miniſters of che = 
. Goſpel ſhall have a Share of all the good Y 
Things their eee ars Paſſeſted of, 1 9 

5 2 will 
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will amount, at leaſt, to Tithes and Of- 
ferings, and ſomewhat more that will be 
confiderably for their Profit. From all 
Which Things ye may perceive, Friend 
Quakers, that it is fo far from being ſinful 
or unlawful to pay Tithes, as ye ſeem to 
imagine, as that it muſt be highly ſinful 
to with-hold them; and that the Non- 
payment of Tithes is ſo diſpleaſing to God, 
as that ye have great Reaſon” to become 
Quakers, for Fear of the Curſe he has 
pronounced upon all ſuch Robbers of his 
moſt peculiar Revenues: Since therefore ye 
teach to with-hold them altogether, this is 
another Thing which ſhows, that the 
Light and Spirit within you is not of God. 
Of which Sort, is, that ye teach People, that 
if they will be of your Perſuaſion, they may 
live without Sin; and the Reaſon ye give 
for it is, nothing which ye do or ſay, is 
Sin, unleſs yourſelves think and believe it 
to be Sin; bur ſince Sin is the Tranſgreſſion 
of the Law of God, 1 John iii. 4. when- 
ſoever ye tranſgreſs any of the Laws of 
God, ye are certainly guilty of Sin, whe- 
ther ye do think or believe ſo, or not. 
Beſides, when ye meet on the Lord's Day, 
it is not in the Forenoon, and Afternoon, 
as God's People have always been wont to 
do; but ye meet only once in the — 
4 x. 2 | | 7 of 
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of. the Day; and when ye meet, I cannot 


hear n any that has been preſent, that 
ye read the Holy Scriptures, or ſay, or ſing 


Pſalms, or make any Confeſſions. of Sins, 


or of the Chriſtian Pasch, or have any 
85 Prayers, Praiſes, Interceſſions, or Thanki- | 
givings ; but your Meetings ſeem. to be 
_ only, that ye may converſe together, and 
ſhow which of ye can ſpeech it longeſt. 

off. hand; and when the Memory and Con- 


fidence of none of you ſerves to ſpeech it, 


then ye have a Sort of a ſilent Meeting: 


And if theſe Things be true, as yourſelves 


know beſt, then the Deſign of your meet- 


ing ſeems not at all to be, for to worſhip 
God as ye ought, but to ſhow your own 
Abilities. in ſpeeching it off-hand, a Thing 


of the higheſt Eſteem among you; and if 


ſo, it may be truly ſaid of you, that ye come 
together. or for the better, but for the worſe, 
1 Car. xi. 17. And thus, having tried your 
Tenets by the Law and the Teſtimony, it 
plainly appears, that ye ſpeak not accord- 
ing to this Word, and conſequently there 


is no Light in you: : And if we take a 


View of your Fruits, according to Chriſt's 
Rule for the Trial of falſe Prophets, we 


ſhall find them no better than your Tenets; 


for inſtead of being poor in Spirit, ye ſeem 
to be full = ſpiritual Pride and Self- 


1. 3 
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- Evfibeit ; for ye love to — | 
Things, ſuch a0 in [your Dreſs, in your Wey 
6f Talking, in in, yeur naming the Days of 
tis Week, in your meetings on Su 
And your having ſeparate bett Places 
and te ſo far from being civil and icour- 
teouy as ye ought, 1 Pei. in. 8. as that ye 
are ſo very clowniſh, as ſcarcely to move 
your Hat to the beft Man in the King 
dot: And why fhould you affect to be fin. 
gular in ſo many indifferent Things," but 
ecaufe ye count youfſelyes more _ 
Ain others, and fo ought” to keep at 4 
Diſtance from them? And though yorlops. 
rate yourſelves as to theſe: Things, yet 
join with too many in making Schiſms 
and Diviſions in the Church; and as to 
Whoredom, Drunkennefs, and Covetouf- 
neſs; and though ye ſeldom ſwear or curſe, 
yet 180 are obſerved" to be as apt to tell 
Lies, and to over- teach, and defraud 
your Neighbours, as any othets; and are 
0 undutiful to your King and Country, a 
not to bear Arms in their Defence, 'altho' 
"above ten thoufand able-bodied Men might 
be found among you; and the Want of ſo 
many ſuch Men, in the Day of Battle, 
might be the Loſs of the Kingdom, and 
the abſolute Conqueſt, and utter Ruin of 


che fame; And mee theſe be your Fruits, 
they 
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they are ſo corrupt as'to ſhow plainly, that 
they cannot ſpring from a good Tree, be- 
cuuſe 4 good Tree cannot bring forth ſuck. 

evil Fruits. And now, Friend Quakers, 
ſince ye are Men that have an high Opi- 
nion of yourſelves, ' and ate defirous alſo, 
that others ſhould have an high Opinion 
of you; I cannot but wonder how ye came 
to eſpouſe ſuch Tenets and Practices, as 
make you truly and really to deſetve the 
following Character, from all that know 
you, vig. Ve deſign the Ruin of the Goſ- 
pel, by making ignorant, ſimple, and fool- 
iſh Perſons, the Miniſters thereof; ye de- 
ſign the Raln of the Chriſtlan Church, by 
endeavouring to ſtarve her Miniſters, with. 
dut which the Church cannot ſubſiſt ; ye 
are nd good Subjects to your King on the 
Throne, becauſe ye will not enſure your 
Allegiance to him by your ſolemn Gath, 
when” required to do it; ye are no good 
Neighbours to the People among whom ye 
live, becauſe when any Difference happens 
among them, ye will not help to end the 
Strife, by declaring the Truth, as far as ye 
know of the Matter, upon your ſolemn 
Oath ; and ye are far from being. good 
Members of the Common- Wealth, becauſe 
ye will not bear Arms in Defence of the 
ſame: 80 that upon the Whole, ye ſeem 
„ ” | to 
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to be the mol ink gnificane, contemprible, | 
and worthleſs Perſons of any in the King- 
dom where ye live; Wherefore, I hope 
and expect of you, Friend Quakers, that 
ye will conſider all theſe Things. ſeriouſly, 
and endea vour to amend them ſo ſpecdily, 
as that no one can with Truth, give any 
ſuch Character of yqu hereafter; I am ſor- 
ry that Truth will not allow a better Cha. 
racter to be given of vou; but I. hope ye 
will excuſe i bot becauſe it is not ache to 
pe ee b but o reform. 500. pe I 
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70: nus. nn Diſſenters, 1 have 
; taken Notice of your Miſtakes, both 
in the general, and in particular; and have 
endeavoured to ſet you right, by true In- 
formation from the moſt Holy Word of 
God; wherefore, JI think I —— Reaſon to 
expect, that ye will make ſuch good -Uſe 
of theſe my Endeavours for your Good, as 
to conſider, and reſolve upon conforming 
with the moſt orthodox Church of Eng- 
land : And although ſome Scruples and 
Doubts ſhould' happen to remain with 
ſome of you as to that Matter, yet, for a 
Concluſion, I Wer moſt * beſeech 
| — "ny 
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you, to conſider ſeriouſly che great Evil 
and. Danger of making Schiſms and. Divi- 
ſions i in = Chriſtian, Bn for though 
there is a Text or two, that requires Chri- 
ſtians to ſeparate. from ſome Sort of Per- 
ſons, yet To be a many Texts that en- 
join them to live in Peace, Unity, and 
Unanimity ; and that Text which requires 
a Separation, does not require to ſeparate 
from fellow Chriſtians, but from Unbe- 
lievers and Idolaters, and ſuch wicked 
Company, as corrupt or deſpiſe the Goſpel, 
and the Chriſtian Faith; as ye may plainly 
perceive, by peruſing and conſidering the 
Context; ſee 2 Cor. vi. 14 to the end; and 
no doubt, all Chriſtians ought to ſeparate 
themſelves from all ſuch Perſons ; but no 
Text of Holy Scripture, nor no Reaſon 
tequires you, to ſeparate from any ſuch 
Chriſtian Society, as hates and abhors all 
Manner of Idolatry, and all probable Ap- 
pearance thereof ; as firmly believes all 
the Articles. of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
believes and embraces the Goſpel as the 
beſt Rule by which Men may be led unto 
eternal e - and which requires and 
enjoins the. private and publick Worſhip 
of God, in ſuch Manner as may be moſt 
foitable and acceptable to his Divine Ma- 


ly; Bux there are a many Texts which 
= enjoin 


fob bb to love: night + OY And 
the fame Mind wirkt, all fych Söcietleb: 
Thug, id obj Kill. 34, 35. A neu Cots 
naud undi give anto"ybu, „ lays Thrift,” that | 
| 2 Baue one anf her; at T Thave? byed you; that 
e alſo hovet one abther. By this") Dall all- Men 
Row thar ye are my „ Diſepts, if ye have 
Oe one 70 hte And, John xv. 12, 17. 
he, repeats the fame DF! robes and 
St. a in bis firſt Epifle, does often en- 
Vin Love, not in Word and Pretence, but 
in Deed” and in Truth as 4 Thing: abi 
lutely neceffiry to be among all Chtiſtians. 
| And, as to Poles: Chilis ate Coed, 
to hive Pence one wich another, ar ix. 
30. If it be poffible, a müch ah Heth in 
them, to lee peacedbly wirkt all Men, Nom. 
il. 15 And to follow: Peace with all Men, 
Heb. Fil. 14. And, as co che being vhaninious, 
of good Accord, and of the"fame' Mid, 
Faul faith, 1 Cr. i. 10. New, 1 beſeech 
"you, Brethren; "by the Name bf bur Lord Je- 
in Cbriſt, rbat 90 all Net The' ſame Thing, 
and that Yhere be 1 ns" among pom, 
but that ye be per 25 mel together in "the 
feme Ms Mind, 7 5 In 2 we Fudgment. And 
again, in Pbil. Ji. 1, 2. he conjures all Chri- 
ſtians to be of one Mind, in 2 toſt pathe- 
tick and affectionate Manner, faying,” If 


there be, therefore, any om in Ubri 7 
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F arty Comfort of Love, if um . 
of - the "Spirit," ; any Bowell and Mercirt; 
Fall ye my J, tht ye be hke-miided, bats 
ing the ſame Love, being of one Accord, of 
one Mind. Now, when there is bur a Text 
or two, that requires Chriſtians to ſeparare, 
not from other good Chriftians, but from 
Infidels, and Idolaters, and Deſpiſers of the 


dangerous Conſequenie, if acting N 
0 any one Precept of the Goſpel m 
be ſinful, then acting contrary ro ſo many 
repeated Pretepts, and ecargeſt Injunctiotis, 
muſt needs 'be exceeding ſinful; and to 
perſevere in Schiſms and Diviſions, after 
right Infoftiition, and friendly Admoni- 
len given” te the contrary, muſt be ob- 
ſtinate Rebellion againſt God, and ſuch a 
wilful, deliberate, and heinous Sin, as can- 
not but be next to a Sin againft the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is declared ro be unparden- 
able; for Schiſms and Diviſions in the 
Chriſtian Church, muſt needs make it be 
like the Body of a Man, whoſe Bones ate 
moſtly out of Joint, and ſome of them 
n broken; 
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broken; Which not only muſt make his 
Body be uneaſy, and full of Pain, but alſa 
muſt oppoſe. the Welfare, and promote 
the utter Ruin thereof: Whereas, on the 
other. hand, if. ye, Gentlemen Diſſenters, 
would lay aſide and renounce. your miſ- 
en Tenets and erroneous Principles, 
and all that call e Proteſtants, 
wquld be united in one Faith, and one 
Worſhip p- one Doctrine, and Diſcip line; 
go! Errors and jdolatrous. Practices X the 
Ker Church are ſo. manifeſt, as that 
ulers thereof muſt come to a Refar- 
8 or be abandoned of all, their Fol- 
lowers; and then that would make the 
Chriſtian Church be of ſo:large Extent, 
and of ſuch, vaſt Power, as would yo us 
no ſmall Hopes of the Converſion of Fews, 
"Turks, and Heathens. But theſe, great. and 
| "moſt deſirable Things can hardly ever be 
expected, while ye, 1 Diſſenters, 
continue. in your Schiſms and Separations; 
and the Hindrance of ſuch defirable Things, 
muſt needs aggravate your. Caſe, and _ 
it moſt dangerous, if not deſperate. But 1 
ſuppoſe, ye all will be ready to plead, 
that every Man has a Right to che Judg- 
ment of Diſcretion, and that according to 
this your judgment, ye muſt continue as 
1 are: To which 1 anſwer theſe two 
| | 7 + 


allowed a judgment of Diſeretion, but 
ſuch as may be ſuppoſed capable to judge 


a-right of the Thing propoſed; and there- 


fore a blind Man cannet be allowed to 
judge of Colours, nor a deaf Man of 


Sounds; and no more can ignorant and 


illiterate Perſons be capable to judge of 


the right Senſe and Meaning of the Words 
of the Goſpel, or of the divine Truths, 
and Doctrines therein contained. Second- 
ly, I anſwer, that although Perſons may 
be ſuppoſed — of judging, yet it is 


abſolutely neceſſary, chat certain Bounds 


and Limits be ſet to their judging, be- 
yond which they muſt not paſs; becauſe, 


without this, every Man may judge as he 


thinks beſt himſelf, and ſo by the differenc 
Judgments of ſo many Men, the Chriſtian 
Religion muſt become a more monſtrous 
Monſter, -/ than the Hydra Lernea itſelf, 


which though it is ſaid to have had 


fifty Heads, yet when one was cut off, 
two others came in the Room thereof: 
And therefore, 'to prevent the Chriſtian 
Religion from being cur and mangled 
into Bits and Crumbs, by the different 
Judgments of ſo many "diſagreeing Men, 
it muſt be highly neceſſary, that a due 


Reſtraint, and certain Limits, be fer. 


to 
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188 Ihe: CUR lo 
to the judgment of Diſcretion: in ever 
one; for, without this, all the Hereſies, 
and all the'Schiſms, that ever have been, * 
eyer dan be, in the Chriſtian Church, mig 
be defended and juſtified; for all 1 
might plead, prong they have uſed their 
: 1% rently of — in the beſt Man- 
ver they can, and that according to it, 
they ought - to proceed, and to do, and 
to teach, as they do, or have done. 
Since es the Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion in every one, muſt be limited and 
reſtrained by ſome certain Rule, or the 
Chriſtian Church be peſtered wich He- 
refies and Schiſms; I — this, as the 
only beſt Rule, and what is moſt proper 
for this Purpoſe, vis. That when an 
Doctrine, or any Article of Faith, is o 
fered to any one, he ſhould then uſe his 
Jodgme ant of Diſcretion, to conſider. and 
„whether that Doctrine, or Article, 
conform to the Word of God, as the 
ſame Word was underſtood and inter- 
preted by the Fathers of the Chriſtian 
Church, = lived in the firſt four hun- 
dred Years after Chriſt's Birch; and, if 
it de, then to receive and embrace it; 
but, if not, to refuſe and teject it. Not 
that every Thing, in the preſent Writings 
of * Fathers, is (0 be approved be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe their Tranferibers, and Tranſlators, 
feem not to have done them Juſtice, 
befides the great Miſchief of the Indes 
Expurgatorius; but that, what the major 
Fart of chem bas tau; ght, or what two 
or three of them have taught, that is 
not gainfaid, but rather approved by the 
reſt, the ſame ſhould be counted a true 
and orthodox Doctrine, that is agreeable 
to the Word of God. Now, if all Chriſ- 
tians would obſerve and adhere to this 
one Rule, it would make chem orthodox 
in their Principles and ſound in the Faith, 
ſo chat all would contend earneſtly for 
the one Faith, which was once delivered 
to the Saints; ; and would live in Love 
and Peace, Unity and Unanimity, as they 
ought to do. And, by this excellent, and 
1 had almoſt ſaid, infallible Rule, it plain- 
ty appears, that a Reformation is much 
wanted in the Church of Rome, and alfo 
among you, Gentlemen Diſſenters; none 
of your peculiar Tenets, being known to 
the Fathers of the firſt four Centuries, 
except one or two, which were only 
broached, but never approved of by them. 
Now, the Reaſon why I lay ſo much Streſs, 
and put ſo much Confidence in the Judg- 
ment of theſe Fathers, concerning the 
right Meaning and Interpretation of the 
I Word 
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few ot none have been equal to them, 
fince the Death of the Apoſtles ; for 
ſome of them converſed with the Apoſ- 


tles, and received the Chriſtian Faith 


from their infallible Information ; ſome 


of them did work Miracles; moſt of 


them were glorious Martyrs, who laid 
down their Lives for the Chriſtian Faich ; 
and all of them were Confeſſors, and 


ſuch effectual and indefatigable Miniſters 


of the Goſpel, as chat they made ſo many 
Converts, and eſtabliſhed them ſo firmly 


in the Chriſtian Faith, that they upheld 


. and ſupported the Chriſtian Church for 


above three hundred Years, under ten 
moſt cruel and bloody Perſecutions: Now 


theſe were ſo great and ſo good Works, 
as could not poſſibly be done by Men, 


| without extraordinary Aſſiſtance from God; 


neither was it conſiſtent with the Juſtice 


and Goodneſs of God, to give any ex- 


traordinary Aſſiſtance · to any ſuch Men, 
as put any falſe Gloſſes upon his Word, 
or preached any erroneous Doctrines from 
the ſame; ſince therefore, they did ſueh 
good and great Works, that ſhews that 
they had extraordinary Aſſiſtance, and 
conſequently, that they were faithful and 
D | true 


Word of God, is, becauſe. they were fucli 
' holy, brave, and excellent Men, as that 
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true Paſtors, who preached no other Doc- 
trine than what was contained in God's 
Word, and therefore their Doctrine, and 
their Interpretation of that Word, muſt 
be moſt excellent and preferable to all 
others, and worthy to be received of all 
Men: As to thoſe who cannot conſult 
theſe Fathers, in order to form their Judg- 
ment of Diſcretion, they ſhould firſt adviſe 
with ſuch as are well verſed in the Writ- 
ings of theſe Fathers, before they preſume 
to judge of any Doctrine or Article; or rather, 
the Biſhops and Paſtors of every National 
Church, ſhould publiſh a full Account of 
the principal Doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
the prime Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
agreeable to the Word of God, as the ſame 
Word was underſtood and interpreted dy 
theſe primitive Fathers; that ſuch Account 
of Doctrines and Articles may be a Help 
and a Guide to all ſuch as have not Abili- 
ty, or Opportunity, to conſult the F athers 
themſelves: And of this the Church of 
England has ſhown a good Example, in 
her Book of Common Prayer, her Books 
of Homilies, and her Thirty-nine Articles; 
for whoſoever lives and believes, according 
to what is contained in theſe, ſhall never 


be a Schiſmatick, Heretick or Reprobate. 
The 


* 


e 


1- The Diviſions, and Schiſms chat are among 
Proteſtants, muſt needs hinder the Refor- 


mation of the Church of Rome; and its 
No- re formation, and their Diviſions, muſt 


hinder the Converſion of Fews, Turks, and 
Heatbens; and theſe Things muſt aggra- 


vate the Caſe of you, Gentlemen Diſſen- 
ters; wherefore, I hope, that ſo far as you 


are concerned, ye will remove theſe Obſta- 
cles of ſo deſirable a Reformation, and Con- 


verſion, dy your fpeedy conforming with 


the Church, and being no longer Diſſen- 
ters from the ſame; and, if what is writ- 
ten in this Treatiſe does not convince you, 


that it is your Duty ſo to do, I hope the 
Lord will make up what is wanting, by 


the good Motions of his Holy Spirit; 
which, that he may do, I deſire every Rea- 


der to join with me, in moſt humbly be- 
ſeeehing Almighty God, that, for the Love 
he bears to his Holy Church, he would 
bring into the Way of Truth, all fuch as 
have erred, and are deceived; and that all 
who profeſs and call: themſelves Chriſtians, 


may be led into the Way of Trutb, and 


hold the Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the 
Bond of Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of 


Life, and that for the ſake of his only Son, 
and our only Saviour, Jefus Chriſt; unto- 


whom, 
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whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, eternal 
Praife, Power, Honour, and Glory, with 
Bleffings, and Thanks, both now, and 
World without End. Amen. 
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APPENDIX, 


Wherein the 


Principal ARGUMENTS 


OF THE 


UNITARIANS 


| Againſt the Desi of the 
HOLY TRINITY, 


Are anſwered, and fully confuted. 
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the Unitarians, againſt the Doc- 
trine of the Holy Trenity, are an- 
 Grexed, and — confuted. 


LrHOUORH this 13 is 
chiefly deſigned, and intended, 
to convince the Unitarians of 

their being Fur of the moſt 
blaſphemous Hereſy, of any that can bez 
yet I ſuppoſe it may be of ſome Uſe to 
the Difſenters afore-mentioned; for I can- 
not hear, that any of them does uſe to 
ſing, or ſay, Glory be to the Father, and to 
tbe Son, — to the Holy Ghoſt ; as it was 
in the Beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be, 
World without End; Amen. And at a Meet- 
ing of theirs, firſt at Exeter, and then ar 
London, moſt of their noted Teachers re- 
fuſed to ſubſcribe. the firſt of the thirty- 
4 nine 
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Tong 3 concerning the Holy t- 

; by both which Things it ſeems pro- 
bale „that the Dzyſſenters do entertain 
| ſome Scruples, at leaſt, concerning the 
Doctrine of the moſt Holy Trinity; and 
that therefore this can be no improper 
Appendix to the foregoing Treatiſe. Firſt, 
then, I cannot but wonder, how the Uni- 
tarians can pretend to believe the Holy 
Scriptures to be the Word of God, and 


yet not believe the Doctrine of the Holy 


Trinity, 1. e. that the one, true, and eter- 
nal Godhead, conſiſts of three diſtinct Per- 
ſons or Individuals, viz. the Father, the 
Son, and the. Holy Ghoſt; which i is ſo ful- 


ly and plainly revealed 10 us, in theſs Ho- 


ly Scriptures; Thus, Mar. iii. 16, 17% it is 


| FA id, that Jeſus, 2oben he was baptized, went 
up frraightway out of the Water, and lo the 


Heavens were opened unto bim, and he ſaw 


the Spirit of God deſcending like a Dove, and 


lighting upon him; and lo a Voice from 
Heaven, ſaying, This i; my beloved Sen, in 
whom I am well pleaſed; in which Words 


the Trinity in the Godhead is made known, 


even to human Senſes; for Jeſus, the Son, 


is baptized, and goes up out of the Water; 
the Spirit of God, who is the Holy Ghoſt, 


is ſeen deſcending like a Dove, Ind light- | 


1. 
ing 


upon him ; and the Voice of the Fa- 
cher 
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ther i is _ from Heaven, ſaying, This is 


my beloved Son; hence that Saying among the 


Ancients, Ad Jordanem, Ariane, &c. Thus, 
Mat. XXviii. 19. Chriſtian Baptiſm is ap- 


inted to be in the: Name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and f the Holy Ghoſt ; where 
it being ſaid in the Name, not in the Names, 
it ſhows the Unity of their Subſtance and 


Power; and their being the 'three Perſons, 
of which the one Godhead conſiſts; and 
ſince it is by ſuch Baptiſm, that any Per- 
ſons are to be admitted into the Chriſtian 
Church, none can be Members of the ſame; 
bur ſuch as believe, if capable of Belief, 
that the Godhead conſiſts of theſe chroe; 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt: 
Again, Jobn xiv. 16, 17. Chriſt faith, I 
will pray the Futber, and he ſhall give yon 


another Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth; 


where the three Perſons are diſtinctly 
named; the Son prays the Father, who 
ſhall give the Comforter, who is not the 
ſame but another, even the Spirit of Truth; 
for the Comforter, the Spirit of God, and 


the Spirit of Truth, are all but different 


Names of the ſame Holy Ghoſt; and ſo, Fob | 
Xv. 26. it is ſaid, When the Comforter is come, 
whom I will ſend unto you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of Truth, «which: proceedeth 
9 the Father ; where the three Perſons 


are 
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are 5 mentioned s Ohriſt the 8 
sto ſend the Comforter or Spirit 
of Truth, and to ſend him from the Father, 
from whom be proceedech ; So again; in 
chat moſt excellent Benediction, The Grace 
of aur Lord Jef Chrifh, and the Love of 
God, to wit, the Father, and the \( 
nion of the Hil Ghoſt, be wut you all, 2 Cor. 
=_—_ 14. gad to name no more, 1 Jahn 
v. 7. 17 gar three that. bear record in 
1 the Father, the Meru, and the 
Holy Ghoſfl; and theſe three are one: And 
although: this Text be not in ſome Manu+ 
ſcripts, which-feem to haue been written 
about ſuch times as the Arias did prevail 
through the Favour of the Qourr, yet it is 
in the beſt and maſt ancient Manmſoripts; 
and fince no other Apoſtle but St. Jab 
does call Chriſt, the As, of Word, that 
ſhows that this Text is as- authentick, a 
the firſt Chapter of St. Jahns Goſpel. 
Theſe Texts then being a ſufficient Proof, 
from the Holy Schipmnees, of the Doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity, it is ſomewhar ſtrange, 
that the Uniterians ſhould entertain any 
Doubts of that Doctrine, if they believe 
theſe Texts to be a Part of the Word of 
| God; but at is to be hoped, that their 
Doubts | are permitted, as St. Thomas's 


doubting of Chriſt's Reſurrection was, 
namely, 


the n 171 . 


namely. fog the more Confinmation of the 


Faith; And in this Hope, 1. proceed to 
confider and anſwer their Objections againſt. 


this moſt true and fundamental Doctrine 
of the Chriſtian Faith: And firſt, if it bo 
ſaid, that it can he detnonſtraced, that it 
is. impoſſible there ſhould be any more, 


than ane Supreme Being; yet the Reaſon 
and Nature of Things do require, that the 


Ward e ſhould be taken, ſometimes 
Þ. a large, and ſometimes in a limited 


lical Being, or the human Being, 
the brutal Beings 3s Wü diliné 8 
one another, and from all other Beings; 


then the Word Being, muſt be taken in a 


much larger Senſe, than when we ſpeak 


a of the Individuals of theſe Beings ; thus 
Ce, the angelical Being, taken in 


ok gy is, e, and as it; is diſtinct from 
411 7 . does ſignify the whole 
Subſtance, Nature and Eflence. of Angels; 
but then taking the Word Being in a li- 
mited Senſe, every Angel is an angelical 


Being, and an Individual of the angelical 
Being: And all the Angels are the Whole 


of the angelical Being taken in a large 
Senſe. In like Manner, the divine Being 
taken in a large Seuſe, ſignifies the whole 


ene Nature and Eſſence of the Dei- | 
ty; 


— 


ſe; thus when we ſpeak of the ae c 
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; andin this Senfe, we freely and willingly! 
acknowledge, that there is but one infi-- 
nitely perfect Being, and that it is im- 
poſſible there ſhould be any more than 
One; for as the Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. viii.” 
„ 6. Theugh there be many that are cal- 
ia Gods or Lordi, yet to us there is but 
one G0 the Father, of whom are all 
Things, and we in bim; but then taking 
the Jrolie Being in a limited Senſe, then 
the Father is a divine Being, the Son is 4 
divine Being, and the Holy Choſt j is 2 di- 
vine Being; each of them is an Indivi- 
dual of che divine Being, and all the three 
is the Whole of the divine Being, taken 
in a large Senſe. If ir be faid, that to be 
three and one, implies a Contradiction; ; 
then it muſt be in the ſame reſpect, not in 
a different reſpect ; there being things that 
are one, which i in reſpect of their conſti- 
tuent Parts are three; thus a Triangle is 
one Figure or Diagram; yet in reſpect of 
its Sides and Angels it is three; ſo a Cir- 
cle is one, yet in reſpect of its Center; Cir- 
cumference, and Diameter, it is chree; and 
ſo a Man is one made after the Image of 
Sod, yet in reſpect of his Spirit, Soul, 
and Body, he is three: See 1 75 v. 23. 
And in lie manner God is one; yet in re- 


_=_ of the Individuals or Perſons | of 
which 
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which __ — a he is three, viz. Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. If it be ſaid, that 
the Deity. . Pa but of one Perſon, not 


only the Texts of Scripture before men- 


tioned, and ſeveral others, do prove the 
contrary; but alſo right Reaſon it ſelf judg- 


es it expedient, that the Deity ſhould con- 


fiſt of more Perſons than one, and that be- 
cauſe it is eſſential to the Deity to be hap- 


py and to live in infinite Felicity, which 
cannot be, if he is only one Perſon; be- 


cauſe all the World being infinitely infe- 
rior to him, if he be only one Perſon, he 
can have no ſuitable Society, nor no ſuira- 
ble Converſation, nor no Fellowſhip, or 
Correſpondence, that can be ſuitable to 
his moſt auguſt Majeſty; but muſt ſit like 
a Sparrow alone upon the Houſe top, in 
the moſt ſolitary, loneſome, and .melan- 
choly Condition, of any Being in the whole 
World; and to be from all Eternity, and 
to all Eternity, in ſueh a lonefome, ſoli- 
tary, and melancholy Condition, could not 


conſiſt with finite and human Happineſs, 


and therefore much leſs with infinite and 
divine Happineſs: If it be ſaid, that the 
Angels and Saints are ſuitable Society for 


the Deity, right Reafon judges they are 


not; for if a Man had no other Society 


than * thouſands of Gnats and Flies 


. 


174 The Soriverfich of 
buzzing about bim, rhat cou be no "OY 
ble Society to him; and yet it is certain, that 
— moſt holy Angels and Saints, are infi- 
nitely farther inferjor to God, than Gnats 
and Flies are to Men, and therefore muſt 
be far leſs a ſuitable Society for him: If it 
be ſaid, that God is all- ſufficient in him- 
ſelf, and therefote may be happy, tho 
he be one ſingle Perſon; right Rea 
es, that God is all-fufficknt m bun- | 
ſelf, as he is, * 7 one God, in rhree Per- 
fons.; but that if he be one fingle Perſon, 
| He can have no ſufficient Sociecy, Con- 
verfation, Fellowſhip, or Corteſpondence ; ; 
and then, where would his All-ſuffici 
| be? Or if it be faid, that the Enjoymenc 
of infinite Perfections, will make the 
happy, though he be one fingle Perſon ; 
_ 0 7 N ges, that if the Deiry was 
geardly, and Ccloſe- 
Randes . fort of a 1 and if it was poſ- 
ble for ſuch a Being to be happy, then 
the Enjoyment of infinite Perfections might 
faffice, though the Deicy be a lingle 
ſon; but all che World muſt bear Vice 
that God is = moſt munificent, liberal, and 
bountiful Being, ready to diftribure, and 
willing to communicate; and that there- 
Fore, if ſuch a Being had infinite Perfections 


to enjoy all alone, 2 any one to par- 
: take 
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. 3 bim, it would be a Reſtraiat 
and Confinement, and rather an Impriſon- 
ment to a bountiful Being, chan any Hap- 
pineſs to him; inſomuch char the Uniza- 
7ians will find greater Difficulties in giving 
a rational Account bow the Deity can be 
bappy,. if he be one fingle Perſon, than in 
conceiving and believing, that the one true 
God conſiſts of three Perſons, and that 
three divine Perſons are: the one Godhead. 
Beſides, right Reaſon acquieſces in three 
Perſons. rather than any other Number, 
two, or any other equal Number, 
ſhould poſtibly — the Occasion of Diffe- 
rence; and any other odd Number greater 
than three, could have but the ſame Ad- 
vantage that it has; namely, one more on 
ane Side chan on the other. Add to all 
this, chat it is moſt probable, that God 
made his living Creatures, of ſuch Tem 
pets and Diſpoſitions, as are moſt agreea- 
ble to his own Diſpoſition; but it is certain 
that all the living Creatures we know, are 
ſociable Creatures, and ſo delighted with 


che Society of their Fellows, that they 
cannot be eaſy any long Time without it; 
and therefore it is moſt probable, that God 
is 2 ſociable Being, which he could not 
de, if he was one ſingle Perſon: Add fur- 
ther, that the greateſt Part of Mankind 


have 
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have believed, that there are more Gods than 
one, and the moſt rational Account that can 
de given of ſo great a Miſtake, is this, they 
coneluded that the Deity 'muſt be moſt 
certainly” happy; but not being able to 
conceive, how he could be happy if he 
de one fingle Perſon, and not being rightly 
informed of the Doctrine of the Holy Tri- 
nity, they therefore concluded, that in 
order to the Happineſs of the Deity, there 
muſt be more Gods than one; from all 
which it appears, that right Reaſon ſees it 
convenient, that the Deiry ſhould conſiſt, 
not of one Perſon, * but rather of ee 
Perſons: And this corroborates our Faith 
of the moſt Holy Trinity; for what ber- 
der, or greater Proof, can any Man deſire 
of any Propoſition in Divinity, than this, 
that the Holy Scriptures affirm it to be 
ſo, and right Reaſon ſees it expedient and 
convenient, that it ſhould be even fo, as 
the Scriptures affirm it to be; theſe things 
therefore, contain a ſtrong and irre fragable 
Proof of the Doctrine of the Holy Tri- 
nity. If it be ſaid, that if there be three 
divine Perſons, and each of them is God, 
then it muſt follow, that there 'are thice 
Gods: I anſwer, that it will not follow, 
becauſe it is not ſaid, that each of the 
| divine — is che God, or is a * 
; 2 l bor 


. 
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her MY han: each of them is God, as be- 


ing really and truly of the divine Sub- 


ſtance, Nature, and Eſſence; each of them 
having in himſelf a third, and equal Share 


or Portion, of the divine Subſtance, Na- 
ture, and Effence, bur not the Whole; 


and accordingly neither of the divine Per- 
ſons is called the Deity or the Godhead, 


or. the one infinitely perfect Being; but 
ce the whole Godhead. is in the three 


n 
ect each of them muſt be God, to 


wit, the ſame God the other two is, and 


yet not three Gods, but only three divine 


Perſons in the one Godhead, Trinity in 
Unity, and Unity in Trinity. If ir be ſaid, 
that the Son being begotten, and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt proceeding, they muſt be Effects, 


and conſequently muſt. have a Cauſe, 


which is always prior to the Effect; but 
then whatever has a Prior, cannot be 


eternal ; and therefore the Son and Holy : 


Ghoſt cannot be eternal, and conſequently 
can be no divine Perſons : To this plauſible 
Objection, two things may be replied ; and 
firſt in general, any thing may be reckon'd 
ſo old, as the Subſtance of it is, although 


in the mean time, it may have received 


a new Modification; as for Inſtance, ſup- 


poſe a Plate of Braſs be twenty years old, 
and 1 in the mean time, a Clock-maker 1 


* |  wroughc - 
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wrought 1 it up into the Wheels of a Clock, 
et theſe Clock-Wheels, m ay be faid Ts 
de twenty years old, becauſe e Subſtance 
of them is. fo old, notwithſtanding this 
new Modification of being made Clock- 
Wheels: In like manner, fince the Son is 
begotten of the Father, he muſt be of 
the ſame Subſtance with the Father, and 
fince the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, he myft be of the ſame - 
"Subſtance with them; but the Sobſtance 
of God the Father is 'by all acknowledged 
to be. eternal, and therefore, the. Son 155 | 
Holy Ghoſt. muft be eternal, decauſe their 
Subſtance being the ſame with that of the 
Father, is certainly eternal; althongh this 
Modification of being begotten, 1 155 of 
- Proceeding, ſhould be allowed to be ſome- 
what later; though not fo, late neither, but 
that it was, and muſt have been, gd, aloe 
ade, before all Ages, or all Worlds, as 
the Nicene Fathers èxpreſſed it. But chen 
another Anſwer may be P which per- 
haps may ſeem more cloſe and convincing; 
for this philoſophical Prinelple, that, the 
Cauſe is prior to the Effect, though it be 
true for the moſt part, yet is not always 
true. It has long ſince been obſerved, that 
no Rule of human Invention is ſo general, 
but it admits of ſome Exceptions, and ſo 


does 
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does this; for we find there are ſome finite 

and created Cauſes, whoſe Effects are in- 
ſtantaneous ; that is, the Cauſe produces its 
Effect, in the very ſame Inſtant, that the 
Cauſe, is in being; ſo that there is no Priority 
between the Cauſe and its Effect, bur he EE. 
fect is cotaneous with its Cauſe; as for in- 
ſtance, the Light and Heat of the Sun, are 


* 


Effects of the Sun's Body, yet in that very 


Inſtance the Sun's Body was in being, its 
Light and Heat were alſo in being; inſo- 
much that had the Sun's Body been eternal, 
ſo would his Light and Heat have been: A- 
gain, the attractive and directing Powers of 
the Loadſtone, are Effects of the Load- 
ſtone; yet in the very ſame Inſtant the 
Loadſtone was in being, theſe its attractive 
and directing Powers, were alſo in being: 
Again, if you put a little Heap of Gun- 
1 x hep a Table, in that Inſtant. you 
et fire to one Corn, all the Heap is in a 
Flame: Again, if you light a Candle in a 
dark Room, in that very Inſtant the Candle 
is lighted, the Room is enlightened : And 
the like might be ſaid of ſome other things. 
Suppoſe then that the Deity had but ſo 

much Activity and Ability as theſe finite 
Cauſes, yet he might produce theſe his 
Effects, the ſame Inſtant himſelf was in 
being; but then ſince he is infinitely more 
ug N 2 active 
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actite and able rhan theſe finite Cauſes, 
and did produce thefe his internal Effects, 
and was obliged to do it as ſoon as poſ- 
fible, becauſe, as was ſhown before, he 
could not be happy if he was one ſingle 
Perfon.; therefore it neceſſarily follows, that 
3 brought forth theſe his internal Effects, 
the fame Inſtant himſelf was in being; 
and fince himſelf was in being from all 
Eternity, therefore theſe his internal Effects, 
were produced from all Eternity, and ſo 
the Son and Holy Ghoſt, though they be 
Effects, yet muſt be eternal. This Princi- 
ple then, or Rule, that the Cauſe is prior 
to the Effect, is not always true in finite 
Things, but cannot poſſibly have any Place, 
as to the internal Effects of the Deity; for 
as there never was any Inſtant, in all che 
Eternity paſt, wherein there was not an 
eternal Father; ſo there never was any 
Inſtant in all the Eternity paſt, wherein 
the eternal Father had not an eternal Son, 
and an eternal Spirit proceeding from both. 
If it be ſaid, how can a divine Perſon 
beget, or be begotten? I anſwer, not in 


the ſame Senſe, that theſe Words are uſed 


amongſt us Mortals ; but in another Senſe, 
this might be done; for it pleaſed the 
Godhead, from all Ecernity, to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf into three equal Individuals, or 

8 Perſons, 
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-Perſons ; in ſuch manner, as that the Fa- 
ther the firſt, brought forth the Son the 
ſecond, out of his own Subſtance, Nature, 
and Eſſence; the Holy Ghoſt in the ſame 
Inſtant, proceeding from both them; and 
this is what is meant by theſe Phraſes, the 
Father's begetting the Son, and the Son's 
being begotten of the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt's proceeding from the Father and 
the Son; and theſe Phraſes are uſed in 
Scripture, to chime in with our way of 
ſpeaking, and to ſignify to our ſhallow 
Capacities, the Diſtinction that is between 
the divine Perſons; and yet that their 
Subſtance; Nature, and Eflence, is one 
and the fame. Bur if any of the Learned 
have any further Doubr of the Divinity of 
the Holy Ghoſt, I refer them to St. Bal 
the Great, in his Treatiſes De Spiritu 
Sancto, where they will find abundant Sa- 
tisfaction. If it 4 ſaid, that Chriſt was 
born, and lived, and died, as other Men; 
who then can believe him to be a divine 
Perſon? I anſwer, that Chriſt was both 
God and Man, in his one Perſon, and 
therefore was a divine Perſon, notwith- 
| ſtanding he was born, and lived, and died 
as 4 Man; that he was both God and 
Man in his one Perſon, does fully a 

pear from theſe following Texts of Holy 
N 3 T "0 
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| Scripryre 3 Jobn i. 1, 2, 3, 14+ where ir 
is faid of the 2oy@, or Word, which 
fignifies Chriſt, that he was in the Be- 
ginning, 7. e. from all Eternity with God, 
and was God, and that without him was 
Not any ching made, that was made; all 
Which ſhows, that he is God; and then, 
verſe 14, this Word was made Fleſh, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his Glory, 
the Glory of the Only Begotten of the Fa- 
ther, full of Grace and Truth; which 
Things ſhow that he was Man alſo, and 
yet appeared to be the Son of God, though 
under the Veil of human Fleſh: So, Phil. ii. 
6, 7. it is ſaid of Chriſt, that he was in 
the Form of God, and thought it no Pre- 
ſumption to be equal with God; this ſhows 
him to be God: But he took u pon him 
the Form of a Servant, and was made in the 
Likeneſs of Men; and that ſhows him to 
be Man alſo: So, Achs xx. 28. it is ſaid, 
that God purchaſed his Church with his 
own Blood; now it is certain, that God 
being a Spirit, can have no Blood; but 
Chriſt being God and Man in his one Per- 
ſon, makes the Blood of Chriſt's Manhood 
be called God's own Blood: And to add no 
more, John x. 30. Chriſt faith, I and my 
Father are one; and, Fohn xiv. 28. he faith, 
My Father is greater than I; but then it 
| Ah was 
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was impoſſible for both theſe Sayings to be 
true, if Chriſt had not been God and Man; 
but as he is God, it is true that he and 
his Father are one; and as he is Man, it 
is true that his Father is greater than he. 
Since then it appears from theſe Texts of 
Holy Scripture, that Chriſt was, and is, both 
God and Man, in his ane Perſon, he 
ought to be believed to be a divine Perſon, 
alchough he was born, and lived, and died 
as a Man; eſpecially conſidering, that theſe 
Things happened to him, in a more re- 
markable, and even wonderful Manner, in 
reſpect of what they happen to other 
Men; for as to his Birth, he was born of 
a Virgin that had not known Man; which 
was foretold by the Prophets, together with + 
the Time and Place of his Birth ; and when 
he was born, a Company of Angels came 
down from Heaven, praiſing and glorify- 
ing God on that Account, and gave No- 
tice. of his Birth to ſome watching Shep- 
herds; and an extraordinary Star appeared in 
Heaven, which ſignified his Birth to wiſe 
Men in the Eaſt, and inclined them to 
come a long Journey, to worſhip, and give 
Preſents to him; and ſo many wonderful 
Things never happened at the Birth of any 
but Chriſt : As to his Life, it was as far dif- 
ferent from that of other Men, as his Birth, 
N 4 be- 
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becauſe it was led in intire *Labdawry ; for : 


though he was tempted as other Men are, 


yer ſtill without Sin; inſomuch that he 
challenged his greateſt Enemies to convince 
him of Sin, if they could; and when he 
taught his heavenly Doctrine, which rends 
ro bring human Nature to its utmoſt 
Perfection, as well as to the Glory of God, 
he did not uſe the Prophets Phraſe, Thus 
' faith' the Lord; or, The Word of the Lord 
came unto me, ſaying ; no, but he taughr as 
one having Authority, and as the great 
Maſter of the Houſhold, 7 /a unto you; or, 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto you; and he'wrought 
ſo many and ſo great Miracles, as that none 
before him had done ſuch like; ſo that his 
Life far exceeded that of all others, for 
Innocency, Excellence of Doctrine, and the 
Authority with which it was delivered: Nor 
was his Death leſs remarkable ;. for he ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be apprehended, in'order 
to be put to a violent Death, though one 
Word of his Mouth made thoſe that came 
to apprehend him, to fall backward on 
the Ground, and would have laid them 
ſtone dead, if he had pleaſed; and though 
he could have commanded, if he had ſo 
pleaſed, more than twelve Legions of An- 
gels to come and weilen him; he prayed 


his 
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ew mate to forgive his very Murderers, = 
and he pardoned- the. penitent Thief on 


the Croſs, and promiſed he ſhould be with 
him that Day in Paradiſe; and there was 


ſuch a terrible Earthquake, as opened 
Graves, and rent Rocks; and what was 


yet more terrible, the Sun was darkened 
from the ſixth to the ninth Hour of the 
Day, although, according to the beſt 


Calculations, there could be no Eclipſe of 1 
the Sun at that Time; and though there 


had been ſuch an Eclipſe, yet the Moon's 
Body is ſo far diſtant from the Earth, and 


ſo very little in Compariſon of the Sun's 


Body, as that it ſeems to me impoſſible 


for it to have kept away the whole Light 
of the Sun, for the Space of three Hours, 
unleſs the uſual Motion of the Sun, or 


Moon, had been ſtayed, by ſome ſuper- : 


natural Power : All which Things' being 


atteſted by the Holy Scriptures, as it is 


well known, they make it plainly appear, 
that Chriſt was not born as other Men, 
nor lived as, other Men, nor died as other 
Men ; but that ſuch extraordinary Things 
did accompany each of theſe Periods, as 
plainly ſhewed him to be an extraordinary 


Perſon, and at leaſt as much divine, as 
humane; and that therefore he ought to 


be believed to be a divine Perſon, not- 
. 
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withſtanding the uſual Misfortunes of hu- 
man Nature did happen to his Manhood. 
If it be aſked, How can a divine Perfon 
be joined to a Man, ſo as to become one 
Perſon with him? I would defire the Man 
that aſks ſuch. Queſtion, to conſider, how 
his own Soul and Body are joined toge- 
ther, ſo as to make one Perſon; for his 
Soul is Spirit, and his Body Matter, and 
Spirit and Matter are fora and. here- 
rogeneous, and fo contrary to one another 
In their very Nature, as that nothing can 
be more ſo. Since, therefore, ſuch con- 
trary Things are certainly joined together, 
there can be no fuch Difficulty in the 
Conjunction of Things, which in their 

Nature are rather agreeable; for ſo a di- 
vine Perſon, and the Soul of a Man, be- 
ing both ſpiritual, are homogeneous, and 
much of the ſame Kind, and ſeem to 
differ only as to greater and leſſer, finite 
and infinite, created and uncreate; and 
therefore there ſeems to be not much 
more Difficulty in the ConjunRion of 
them, than in the Conjun@ion of one 
Drop of Water with the Ocean. If it be 
faid, that there are ſome thouſands of 
Texts of Scripture that mention Chriſt 
only as a mere Man, and bur a few that 
mention — as God, and that therefore, 
8 * 
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according to the Scripture Doctrine, he 
ought to be believed to be a mere Man: 
To this I anſwer, firſt, that the greater 
Number of Texts alone, is no ſufficient | 
Proof in ſuch a, Caſe, becauſe it ſome- 
times happens, that the Reaſon and Na- 
ture of Things do require, that the greater 
Number of Texts muſt be taken in an al- 
legorical and figurative Senſe,- and the 
leſſer Number in the literal Senſe; this 
is evident in the many Texts which men- 
tion bodily Members in God, as his Eyes, 
Ears, Hand, Heart, Bowels, Sc. But 
ſince it is impoſſible in the Nature. of 
Things, that an infinitely perfect Being 
; He: be circumſcribed in bodily Shapes, 

erefore all theſe Texts, which mention 
God in any bodily Shape, except where 
Chriſt is meant, muſt be taken in an al- 
legorical and figurative Senſe, and thoſe 
. few Texts, which call God a Spirit, muſt 
ts, taken in the literal Senſe. But I an- 
ſwer, in the next Place, that theſe Texts, 
which mention Chriſt, either as God, or 
as Man, muſt be all taken in the literal 
Senſe, becauſe he was both God, and 
Man, in his-own Perſon ; and the Reaſon 
why more Texts mention him as Man, 
than as God, was, becauſe he did moſt of 
his Actions as Man ; and the Reaſon _ | 
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he did w. Was, becauſe the End of his 

coming into this World, Was, that he 
might lay down his Life in the Manner 

that was prophefied of him, to ſatisfy di- 


vine Juſtice for the Sin ff Man, that ſo 


he -might be a Saviour and Redeemer to 


Mankind. This being the Defign of his 


coming into this World, it obliged - him 
to conceaÞ himſelf, as much as poſſible, 
from all ſuch as had the Power of Life 
and Death, in the Places where he lived ; 


| becauſe, if they had once known who he 


was, they durſt -never have preſumed to 


crucify the Lord of Glory; that therefore 


nothing might hinder ſuch as had the 


Power, from putting him to Death, in 


the Manner expreſſed by the Prophets, 


which was piercing -his Hands and Feer, 


or Crucifixion, he was obliged to do moſt 


(. 


of his Actions as a Man, and to conceal 
his Divinity as much as poſſible; inſomuch 


as that when a Beam of his Divinity broke 


forth in a Miracle, either to confirm his 


Doctrine, or out of Charity to the Patients 
before him, he for the moſt part charged 


them, ſtraightly, who ſaw him do the 


: Miracle, that they ſhould not make him 


known. This then being the true State of 
the Caſe, we could expect no other from 


che — than that many more 


Texts 


the Unhatonr . 8 
Texts ſhould mention him as Man, than 


as God; and yet nevertheleſs that he is 
| God, as well as Man. If it be ſaid, that 


Chriſt did not lay down his Life, to ſa- 
tisfy divine Juſtice for the Sin of Man, 
but only to confirm his own Doctrine; 
this muſt be falſe; for the Doctrine of 
the Prophets was ſufficiently confirmed by 
the Miracles which they did, but Chriſt 
did greater, and more Miracles, than any 
of the Prophets; for he did among them 
the Works which none other Man did, 
= xv. 24. If then the Doctrine of the 
rophets was ſufficiently confirmed 
their Miracles, though fewer and leis 
than thoſe of Chriſt, then the Doctrine 
of Chriſt muſt have been ſufficiently con- 
firmed by his greater and more numerous 
Miracles; and conſequently, he had no 
need to lay down his Life for the Con- 
firmation of his Doctrine, which was al- 


ready over and above confirmed, by his 


wonderful Miracles and mighty Works ; 
beſides that it is ſaid in many Places of 


Scripture, that to fatisfy. for the Sins of 


Mankind, was the only Cauſe of Chriſt's 
Sufferings ; ; ſee Jſai. liii. 5 and 10. 1 Pet. 
ii. 24, Sc. If it be ſaid, that it could not 
be conſiſtent with the juſtice of God, to 
n the Innocent, ioſtead of the Guil- 


ry; 
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ty; I anſwer, firſt, that if the gebe . is 
willing and deſirous to ſuffer inſtead of 
the Guilty, and knows all he is to ſaffer, 
and what ſhall be the Conſequences of Ir, 
both as to himſelf, and others, and being 
fully informed of the whole Aﬀair, yet is 
ſtiill willing to ſuffer; in this Cafe, volenti 
non fit Injuria, and there can be no In- 
Juſtice, in allowing the Innocent to ſuffer 
for the Guilty; and this, as it is well 
known, was really and truly the Caſe, 
with reſpect to Chrift and his Sufferings. 
But chen, T anſwer, fecondly, Thar if 
Chriſt had not been allowed to ſuffer in 
the Stead of Mankind, ir would have 
| been great Injuſtice to them, and to 
Shriſt's Manhood”; fit; as to Mankind, 

all the Satisfaction they could give, for 
their many Offencrs, was only a faint Re- 
pentance; but ſince they could not re- 
frain from offending, ſuch partial Reperi- 
tance could not be ſufficient Satisfaction 
for repeated Offences, even to Man; and 
therefore much leſs to God; and none in 
the whole World, but Cbriſt, was able to 
give ſofficient Satisfaction for the Sins of 
Men; for he, as. Man, was able to ſuffer 
the Puniſhment due to them; and as being 
God, his Sufferings muſt be of infinite 
Value and Merit, enough to fatisfy divine 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice for the numberleſs Sins of Men. 
If, therefore, his Sufferings bad not been 
accepted inſtead of Mankind, they muſt 
all have periſhed in their Sins, "which 5 
would Thus been great Injuſtice to them, 
after ſuch reaſonable Satisfaction had once 
been offered; but now it is hoped, that 
the greateſt part of them may be ſaved, 
through his infinite Merits, and potent 

Mediation; ſo that if the Innocent had 
not been allowed to ſuffer in the Stead of 


the Guilty, Mankind muſt have loſt their 


moſt bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, and been 
liable to the Wrath of God for ever, and 
then what greater Injuſtice could; be done 
to them? Neither would Juſtice: have been 
done to Chriſt's Manhood, if he had not 
been allowed. to ſuffer for. the Sins: of 
Men; becauſe, for any Thing I can pers 
ceive, his Manhood was not to be glori- 


fied; until he had, firſt. ſuffered; for the 


fame was made perfect through Suffering, 
Heb. ii. 10. And that Queſtion, Ought not 
Chriſt to have ſuffered: theſe. Things, and 
to enter into his Glory? Luke xxiv. 26. 
That Queſtion, I ſay, * plainly to 
intimate, that he was not to enter into his 


Glory before he had ſuffered; for his 


Manhood was joined with his Divinity, 
above thirty Years before he ſuffered, and 


yet 
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yet remained all that Time, in a very 


mean Condition, even ſo mean, as not to 
have where to lay his Head; but ſoon af- 
ter he had ſuffered, and thereby had done 


0 great a Deed of Charity to Mankind, 
and given ſuch reaſonable Satisfaction to 


_ God, for their 'Offences, then, and not till 
then, Chriſt” was exalted to the higheſt 
Heavens, where he fits on the Right- 


Hand' of God, Angels, and Authorities, 


and Powers, being made ſubject unto him, 
1 Pet. iii. 22. And St. Paul tells us, Phil. 


ii. 8, 9. that becauſe Chriſt humbled him- 


ſelf, even unto the Death of the Croſs, | 


therefore it was, that God hath highly 


exalted him, and given him a Name which 


is above every Name; and in Hes. xii. 2. 
it is ſaid, that Jeſus,” the Author and Fi- 


niſher of our Faith, for the Joy that was 


ſet before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing 
the Shame, and is ſet down at the Right- 


Hand of the Throne of God; by which 


it appears, that Joy was propoſed to him, 
if he would firſt endure the Croſs, an 
deſpiſe the Shame, but not before he had 


done ſo; and becauſe he Was willing to 


do theſe Things, and did them, he is now 


ſer down at the Right-Hand of the Throne 


of God. From all which it ſeems plainly 


x0 A 11 rp Chriſt's Manhood was to 
ſuffer 
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ſuffer firſt; before the ſame was to be glo- | 


rified ; and therefore, if he had not been 
allowed to ſuffer, it would have been” an 


Injuſtice to his Manhood, as well as to all! 
Mankind: And as to his unſpotted Ja- 
nocency, it was only a neceſſary Qualifi- 


cation in a Saviour; for if he had had the 


leaſt Guilt of his own, he could never 


have ſatisfied for that, and much leſs for 
the Guilt of others. It was, cherefore, 
well conſiſtent with the Juſtice of God, to 
permit the Innocent to ſuffer in the Stead 
of the Guilty, becauſe, if he had not ſo 
permitted, Injuſtice had been done, both 
to the Innocent, and the Guilty, and his 


own Juſtice had remained without any 
reaſonable Satisfaction. Laſtly, if it be 


ſaid, that Chriſt is called the irſt- born of 


every Creature, and therefore is a Crea- 
ture; this is true of his Manhood, which 
has the like Preheminence among all the 
Creation, that the firſt-born Son of a Fa- 
mily has among the Children of the ſame 
Family; for it is needful to be obſer ved, 
on this and ſeveral other Accounts, that 
the Apoſtles ſpeak of Chriſt, ſometimes, 
as God, ſometimes as Man, and ſome- 
times as both joined in his one Perſon ; ſee 


Col. 1. „ N 16, I7, 18. and * I. 9. 
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Thus, Gentlemen Unitarians, I have 


given a ſufficient Anſwer to all the Objec- 
tions, that I have heard againſt the Doc- 
trine of wg Holy Trinity, except ſuch as 


1 
% 


are again 


ro, conkider what is here written; not to 


find ſomething to anſwer, for chat ſigni- 


ies nothing,, becauſe ſcarce any Thing 
Lan be written, but what a Man of Senſe 


ay. bind ſomething to ſay againſt, it: Bur 
would have you to conſider, whether 1 


have not offered ſufficient. Reaſon. to be- 


lieve che Poctrine of the Holy Trinity; 


. 


and if you be not ſatisfied witho what is 


here written, I beg Leave to adviſe you, 
thrice every Day, on your bended Knees, 
earneſtly to beg of God to give you the 


' Grace of Faith, char fo you may: believe 


the Truth as it is.in Jede, and that you 
may believe nothing but what is. true; 


and then, I doubt not. but the Bleſſing of 
God will make what is here written, be 


for your Advantage: And I would beg 
Leave to urge and preſs this Duty upon 


you, becauſe the Danger of Infidelity is 

ſo exceeding dreadful; the great Judge of 
tbe World having already pronounced 
that Sentence which never will be altered, 


vi. When the Goſpel is preached, He that 


2 


believeth 


the n : Ig "A 


beliegeth and” is baptized, halt be ſaved ; 
but be that believeth not, Hall be damned. * 
Mark xvi. 16. So that no leſs than eternal 
Damnation is certainly entailed upon In- 
fidelity. And fince the Danger is ſo very 
dreadful, though ye could bring as many 
Demonſtrations as there are in Euclid 8 
Elements, againſt the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, or any other Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
it could not excuſe you for running the 
Hazard of fo dreadful a Danger ; ; ki 
therefore much leſs can it excuſe 
when ye can only bring ſome plauſible 
Arguments, grounded upon ſome Prinei- 
ples of Philoſophy: And at beſt, what is 
Philoſophy, but an human Science, after 
the Tradition of Men, after the Rudi- 
ments of the World, but not after Chriſt? 
And when its Principles are oppoſed to 
any divine Doctrine, then Philoſophy is 
but a mere vain Deceprion, as St. Paul, 
who was no Stranger to it, ſpeaks, Gol. 
ii. 8, Uſe Philoſophy then as it is in it- 
ſelf, a good human Science, uſeful in hu- 
man Affairs, and that may be an Hand- 
maid to Divinity; but whoever ſhall make 
any of the Principles « of Philoſophy, _ 
| Rule, or Standard of Truth, eſpecially as 
to any divine Doctrine, will moſt Sable 


find themſelves, at laſt, in the Number of 5 


O 2 "_ 
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thoſe, WhO profeſſing themſelves to be 
wiſe, they become Fools, Rom. i. 22. Vea, 
and as it is greatly to be feared, damned 


F ools . too. And if you ſhould fay, thar 
you. care not to believe any Thing, but 


What ye can conceive, and underſtand, 


and apprebend pretty well; that would 
have ſo much aſſuming Arrogancy, as 


could not be expected from a Man of 


Senſe, who oughr to be ſenſible of his In- 


. as well as his Abilities; and 


ce he finds ſeveral human Things, 
which his Capacities cannot reach, ſuch as 


the Union of the Soul and Body in Man, 


the plaſtick Powers of Seeds, both of Plants 
and Animals, the elaſtick Powers, the mag- 
netick Powers both of Attraction and Di- 
rection, and a many other Things, How un- 


juſt is it to expect, that all divine Things 


ſhould be within his Reach? Would you 


not think that Servant very preſumptuous, 


who: refuſed to do what his Maſter de- 
fired, unleſs he could conceive, and under- 


ſtand, and apprehend the Matter pretty 


well? And yet is not a Servant more ca- 
pable to underſtand his Maſter's Directi. 
ons, who is- one. of the ſame Kind, than 
any of you can be ſuppoſed capable to 
underſtand divine Doctrines? Ignaro nemo 


a ee an incapable Perſon can be no 


Fompereae 
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— judge; the Defect is not in the 


divine Doctrines, but in your ſhallow Ca- ; 


pacities. It is true, that the three Angles 
of an equilateral Triangle, are equal to 
two right Angles, altho an illiterate Pea- 
ſant cannot rightly underſtand and appre- 
hend ir, And ſo ye ought to believe the 
divine Dodtrines to be true, altho your 
mean Capacities cannot fully comprehend 
them; eſpecially conſidering the infinite 
: Veracity of the Deity, who can no more 
ceaſe to be true, than ceaſe to live; and 
the Holy Scriptures, which inform us. of 
the divine Doctrines, have been eſteemed 
the Word of God, in all Ages ſince they 
were written, a been received as ſuch 
by the wiſeſt and beſt of Men; and they 
contain nothing but what is convenient to 
be made known to us Mankind, from our 
good and merciful God. And as a Servant 
may be capable to do any Service his 
Maſter has Occaſion for, and yet knows 
not what Service will be pleaſing to his 
Maſter, until his Maſter has made known 
his Mind to him; even ſo ye, whatever 
good Opinion ye may have of your own 
Abilities, and your Faculties of Reaſoning 
and Underſtanding ; yet it is impoffible for 
you to know, what Worſhip, and Service, 
and Obedience, God expects, and will ac- 

cept 
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| cept of y you, until 3 have” learned the 
fame” nd ie Tevea ed Will, in "his holy 
Word. And now, ſeeing it would be moſt 
unreaſonable, as Gen” a as moſt dapgerous, 
not to believe th divine Doctrines of 
God's moſt Holy re and ſeeing the 
Rewafd of believing chem unfeignedly, 
no leſs than eternal Salvation, Þ Fo 
very Reader Will heartily join n me, 
in aſcribing all Honobr, Gly. and Praiſe, 
With Bleffing, and Thanks, unto the one, 
true, and eternal God, who confiſts of the 
Father, änd of the Son, = of the Holy 5 
Ohoſt: And therefore, ry be to the 
Father, and to the Son, Aud to the Holy 
Ghoſt; as it was in the Be inning, 18 
now, and Bi "ſhall be Werl d without 
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